
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at http : / /books . google . com/ 



* ■ 



\rj 



,\-^~i.L 



LoNDOM : Printod by V. Ci,o«m ud Sovi, StuDlord StrMt, 
For Hw H^jMty'l SUUonary OOm. 






Si-^AA-JL-^-A- 



GENERAL ORDERS. 



HOn&M GUAR1>S, 
\si January, I8d6. 

Hrs Majesty has been pleased to com- 
"mand, that, with a view of doing the fullest justice 
to Regiments, as well as to Individuals who have 
distinguished themselves by their Bravery in 
Action with the Enemy, an Account of the Ser- 
vices of every Regiment in the British Army shall 
be published under the superintendence and 
direction of the Adjutant-General ; and that this 
Account shall contain the following particularsj 
viz., 



The Period and Circumstances of the 

Original Formation of the Regiment; The Sta- 
tions at which it has been from time to time em- 
ployed ; The Battles, Sieges, and other Military 
Operations, in which it has been engaged, par- 
ticularly specifying any Achievement it may have 
performed, and the Colours, Trophies, kc^ it 
may have captured from the Enemy, 
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The Names of the Officers, and the 

number of Non- Commissioned Officers and Pri- 
vates, Killed or Wounded by the Enemy, spe- 
cifying the Place and Date of the Action. 

The names of those Officers, who, in con- 
sideration of their Gallant Services and Meri- 
torious Conduct in Engagements with the Enemy, 
have been distinguished with Titles, Medals, or 
other Marks of His Majesty*s gracious favour. 

The Names of all such Officers, Non-Com- 

missioned Officers and Privates as may have 
specially signalized themselves in Action. 

And, 

■ The Badges and Devices which the Re- 
giment may have been permitted to bear, and the 
Causes on account of which such Badges or De- 
vices, or any other Marks of Distinction, have 
been granted. 

By Command of the Right Honourable 
GENERAL LORD HILL, 

Com7nanding4n- Chief, 

John Macdonald. 

Adjutant- General. 



PREFACE. 



The character and credit of tlie British Amiy must 

chiefly depend upon the zeal and ardour by which 

all who enter into its service are animatedi and 

consequently it is of the highest importance that any 

measure calculated to excite the spirit of emulation, 

by which alone great and gallant actions are achieved, 
should be adopted. 

Nothing can more fully tend to the accomplishment 
of this desirable object than a full display of the 
noble deeds with which the Military History of our 
country abounds. To hold forth these bright 
examples to the imitation of the youthful soldier, 
and thus to incite him to emulate the meritorious 
conduct of those who have preceded him in their 
honourable career, are among the motives that have 
given rise to the present publication. 
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The operations of the British Troops are, indeed, 
announced in the ** London Gazette," from whence 
they are transferred into the public prints: the 
achievements of our armies are thus made known at 
the time of their occurrence, and receive the tribute 
of praise and admiration to which they are entitled. 
On extraordinary occasions, the Houses of Parliament 
have been in the habit of conferring on the Com- 
manders, and the Officers and Troops acting under 
their orders, expressions of approbation and of thanks 
for their skill and bravery; aud these testimonials, 
confirmed by the high honour of their Sovereign's 
approbation, constitute the reward which the 
soldier most highly prizes. 

It has not, however, until late years, been the prac- 
tice (which appears to have long prevailed in some of 
the Continental armies) for British Regiments to keep 
regular records of their services and achievements. 
Hence some difficulty has been experienced in obtain- 
ing, particularly from the old Regiments, an au- 
thentic account of their origin and subsequent services. 

This defect will now be remedied, in consequence 
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of His Majesty having been pleased to conmiaud 
that evei-y Regiment shall in future keep a full and 
ample record of its services at liome and abroad. 

From the materials thus collected, the country 
will henceforth derive information as to the difficulties 
and privations which chequer the career of those who 
embrace the military profession. In Great Britain, 
where so large a number of persons are devoted to 
the active concerns of agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce, and where these pursuits have, for so 
long a period, been undisturbed by the presence of 
wary which few other countries have escaped, com- 
paratively little is known of the vicissitudes of active 
service, and of the casualties of climate, to which, 
even during peace, the British Troops are exposed in 
every part of the globe, with little or no interval of 
repose. 



In their tranquil enjoyment of the blessings which 
the country derives from the Industry and the enter- 
prise of the agriculturist and the trader, its happy 
inhabitaats may be supposed not often to reflect on 
the perilous duties of the soldier and the sailor, — on 
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their sufferings, — and on tiie sacrifice of valuable 
life, by which so many national benefits are obtaiaed 
and preserved- 

The conduct of the British Troops, their valour, 
and endurance, have shone conspicuously under great 
and trying difficulties; and their character liae been 
established in Continental warfare by the irresistible 
spirit with which they have effected debarkations in 
spite of the most formidable opposition, and by the 
gallantry and steadiness with which they have main- 
tamed their advantages against superior numbers. 

In the official Reports made by the respective Com- 
manders, ample justice has generally been done to 
the gat!ant exertions of the Corps employed; but 
the details of their services, and of acts of individual 
bravery, can only be fully given in the Annals of the 
various Regiments. 



Tliese Records are now prepariDg for publication, 
under His Majesty's special authority, by Mr. 
RiCHAttD Cannon, Principal Cierk of the Adjutant* 
General's Office ; and ivhile the perusal of them can- 
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not fail to be useful and interestiog to military men 
of every rank, it is considered that they will also 
afford entertainment and information to the general 
reader* particularly to those who may have served in 
the Army, or who have relatives in the Service- 



There exists in the breasts of most of those who 
have served, or are serving, in the Army, an Esprit 
de Corp*— an attachment to eveiything belonging 
to their Regiment ; to such persons a narrative of 
the services of their own Corps cannot faQ to prove 
interesting. Authentic accounts of the actions of 
the great, the valiant, the loyal, have always been 
of paramount interest with a brave and civilized 
people. Great Britain has produced a race of heroes 
who, in moments of danger and terror, have stood 
*' firm as the rocks of their native shore ;" and when 
half the World has been arrayed against them, they 
have fought the battles of their Coimtry with un- 
shaken fortitude. It is presumed that a record of 
achievements in war, — victories so complete and sur- 
prising, gained by our countrymen, our brothers, 
our fellow-citizens in arm&, — a record which revives 
the memory of the brave, and brings their gallant 
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deeds before us, will certainly prove acceptable to 
the public. 

Biographical memoirs of the Colonels and other 
distinguished Officers will be introduced in the 
Records of their respective Regiments, and the 
Honorary Distinctions which have, from time to 
time, been conferred upon each Regiment, as testify- 
ing the value and importance of its services, will be 
faithfully set forth. 

As a convenient mode of Publication, the Record 
of each Regiment will be printed in a distinct num- 
ber, so that when the whole shall be completed, the 
Parts may be bound up in numerical succession. 
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The aDcient Armies of England were composed 
of Horse and Foot; but the feudal troops esta- 
blished by William the Conqueror in I086j con- 
sisted almost entirely of Horse. Under the feudal 
syatenij every holder of land amounting to what 
was termed a " knight's fee," was required to 
provide a charger, a coat of mail, a helmet, a 
shield, and a lance, and to serve the Crown a 
period of forty days in each year at his own 
expense ; and the great landholders had to pro- 
vide armed men in proportion to the extent of 
their estates ; congequentiy the ranks of the feudal 
Cavalry were completed with men of property, 
and the vassals and tenants of the great barons, 

twho led their dependents to the field in person. 
In the succeeding: reigns the Cavalry of the 
Army was composed of Knights (or men at arms 
and Hobiliers (or horsemen of inferior degree) ; 
and the Infantry of spears and battle-axe men, 
cross-bowmen, and archers. The Knights wore 
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armour on every part of the body, and their 
weapons were a lance, a sword, and a small 
dagger. The Hobiliers were accoutred and armed 
for the light and less Important services of war, 
and were not considered qualified for a charge in 
line. Mounted Archers* were* also introduced, 
and the English nation eventually became pre- 
eminent in the use of the bow. 

About the time of Queen Mary the appellation 
of " Men at Arms^' was changed to that of " Spears 
and Laujices,*' The inti'oductiou of fire-arms ulti- 
mately occasioned the lance to fall into disuse, 
and the title of the Horsemen of the first degree 
was changed to " Cuirassiers." The Cuirassiers 
were armed cap-d-pie, and their weapons were a 
sword with a straiglit narrow blade and sharp 
point, and a pair of large pistols, called petrouels ; 
and the Hobiliers carried carbines^ The Infantry 
carried pikes, matchlocks, and swords. The 
introduction of fire-arms occasioned the forma- 
tion of Kegiments armed and equipped as infantry, 
but mounted on small horses for the sake of 
expedition of movement, and these were styled 
" Dragoo7is ;" a small portion of the military 



• In the 14th year of the reign of Edwerd IV, a smflU force was 
eslflbliahcd in Irfilatid by Petrliament, eonsiating of 120 Arehera on 
horseback, 40 Horsemen, and 40 Pag^. 
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force of the kingdom, however, consisted of this 
descriptioa of troops. 

The formation of the present Army commenced 
after the Restoration in 1660, with the establish- 
ment of regular corps of Horse and Foot; the 
Horsemen were cuirassiers, but only wore armour 
on the head and body ; and the Foot were pike- 
men and musketeers. The arms which each 
description of force carried, are described in the 
following extract from the " Regulations of King 
Charles II.,'' dated 5th May, 1663:— 

" Each Horseman to have for his defensive 
" armes, back, breast, and pot ; and for his offen- 
" §ive armes, a sword, and a case of pistolls, the 
"barrels whereof are not to be und*. foorteen 
*' inches in length ; and each Trooper of Our 
" Guards to have a carbine besides the aforesaid 
' armes, And the Foote to have each souldier a 
** sword, and each pikeman a pike of 16 foote 
" long and not und'. ; and each musqueteer a 
" rausquet with a collar of bandaliers, the barrell 
" of which musquet to be about foor foote long 
" and to conteine a bullet, foorteen of which shall 
" weigh a pound weight*/ 

The ranks of the Troops of Horse were at this 
period composed of men of some property — gene- 
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rally the sons of substantial yeomen : the young 
men received as recruits provided their own horses, 
and they were placed on a rate of pay sufficient 
to give them a respectable station in society. 

On the breaking out of the war with Holland 
in the spring of 1672, a Regiment of Dragoons 
was raised* ; the Dragoons were placed on a lower 
rate of pay than the Horse, and the Regiment 
was armed similar to the Infantry, excepting that 
a limited number of the men carried halberds 
instead of pikes, and the others muskets and bay- 
onets ; and a few men in each troop had pistols ; 
as appears by a warrant dated the 2nd of April, 
1672, of which the following is an extract: — 

** Charles R. 

" Our will and pleasure is, that a Regi- 
" ment of Dragoones which we have established 
" and ordered to be raised, in twelve Troopes of 
" fourscore in each beside officers, who are to be 
•* under the command of Our most deare and most 
*' intirely beloved Cousin Prince Rupert, shall 
** be armed out of Our stoares remaining within 
** Our office of the Ordinance, as followeth ; that 
" is to say, three corporalls, two Serjeants, the 
" gentlemen at armes, and twelve souldiers of 

* This Regiment was disbanded after t&e Peace of 1674. 
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" eacL of the said twelve Troopes, are to have aod 
" carry each of them one halbard, and one case 
"of pjstolb with holsters; and the rest of the 
" souldiers of the several Troopes aforesaid, are 
" to have and to carry each of them one match- 
" locke iniisquet, with a collar of bandaliers, and 
" also to have and to carry one bayonet*, or great 
*' knive. That each lieutenant have and caiTy 
" one paTtizan ; and that two drums be delivered 
" out for each Troope of tbe said Regimentf ." 

Several regiments of Horse and Dragoons 
were raised in the first year of the reign of King 
James IL ; and the liorsemen carried a short car- 
binej; in addition to the sword and pair of pistols: 
and in a Regulation dated the 91st of February, 
1687, the arms of the Dragoons at that period 
were commanded to be as follows :^ 

" The Dragoons to have snaphanse musquets, 
** straptj with bright barrels of three foote eight 
" inches long, cartouch-boxes, bayonetts, granado 
'* pouches, buckets, and haramer-hatchetts." 

t After several years' experience, little advantage 
En 
tak. 
froi 
Lif 



TliU appe&ra to be tho 6ret introduction of batfonets into the 
English Anny. t State Paper Office. 

t The first issue of carbineB to the regular Horse appears to haye 
taken pluce in 16814 ; the Liic Guards, however, comiHl CBrbiaes 
from thtir formation in 1660, — Vide thp ' HiBtoricat Record of the 
Life Guard a," 
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was found to accrue from having Cavalry Regi- 
ments formed almost exclusively for engaging the 
enemy on foot; and, the Horse having iaid aside 
their armour, the arras and equipment of Horse 
and Dragoons were so nearly assimilated, that 
there remained little distinction besides the name 
and rate of pay. The introduction of improve- 
ments into the mounting, arming, and equipment 
of Dragoons rendered them competent to the 
performance of every deacription of service re- 
quired of Cavalry; and, "while tlie long musket 
and bayonet were retained, to enable them to act 
as Infantry, if necessary, they were found to be 
equally efficient, and of equal value to the nation, 
as Cavalry, with the Regiments of Horse. 

In the several augmentations made to the 
regular Army after the early part of the reign of 
Queen Anne* no new Kegiments of Horse were 
raised for permanent service ■ and in 1746 King 
George II. reduced three of the old Regiments 
of Horse to the quality and pay of Dragoons ; at 
the same time^ His Majesty gave them the title of 
First, Second, and Third Regiments of Dragoon 
Gtuxrds I z.nii in 1788 the same alteration was 
made in the remaining four Regiments of HorsCj 
which then became the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and 
Seventh Regiments of Dragoon Guards, 
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At present there are only three Regiments 
which are styled Horse in the British Army. 
namely, the two Regiments of Life Guards^ and 
the Royal Regiment of Horse Guards, to whom 
cuirasses have recently been restored- The other 
Cavalry Regiments consist of Dragoon Guards 
Heavy and Light Dragoons, Hussars, and Lan- 
cers ; and although the long musket and bayonet 
have been laid aside by the whole of the Cavalry, 
and the Regiments are armed and equipped on 
the principle of the old Horse (excepting the 
cuirass), they continue to be styled Dragoons. 

The old Regiments of Horse formed a highly 
respectable and efficient portion of the Army, 
and it is found, on perusing the histories of the 
various campaigns in which they have been en- 
gaged, that they have, on all occasions, maintain- 
ed a high character for steadiness and discipline as 
well as for bravery in action. They were formerly 
mounted on horses of superior weight and phy- 
sical power, and few troops could withstand a 
"w^ell-directed charge of the celebrated BHtish 
Horse, The records of these corps embrace a 
period of 150 years — a period eventful in history, 
and abouuding in instances of heroism displayed 
by the British troops when danger has threatened 
the nation, — ^a period in which these Regiments 
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have numbered in their ranks men of loyalty, 
valour, aud good conduct, worthy of imitation. 

Since the Regiments of Horse were formed 
into Dragoon Guards^ additional improvements 
have been introduced into tlie constitution of the 
several corps ; and the superior description of 
horses now bred in the United Kingdom, enables 
the commanding officers to remotmt their regi- 
ments with such excellent horses, that, whilst 
sufficieot weight has been retained for a powerful 
charge in line,aUghtTiess has been acquired, which 
renders them available for every description of 
service incident to modem warfare. 

The orderly conduct of these Regiments in 
quarters has gained the confidence and esteem of 
the respectable inhabitants of the various parts of 
the United Kingdom in which they have been 
stationed ; their promptitude and alacrity in at- 
tending to the requisitions of the magistrates in 
periods of excitement, and the temper, patience, 
aud forbearance which they have evinced when 
subjected to great provocation, insult, and violence 
from the misguided populace, prove the value of 
these troops to the Crown, and to the Government 
of the country, and justify the reliance which is 
reposed on them. 



ON THE INSTITUTION 
LIGHT CAVALRY 

IN 

THE BRITISH ARMY. 



The records of the military events of the remote 
ages speak of heavy-armed horaemen being accom- 
panied by otiiers mounted and equipped for light 
services. The Barong and Knights, who rode the 
powerful horses celebrated by historians, and took 
the field completely cased in steel, had a few 
light-armed attendants; the feudal horsemen were 
variously armed ; and the practice of employing 
Light, as well as Heavy Cavalry, was adopted, to 
a limited exteut, by several commanders of anti- 
quity. Armour, proof against arrow, lance, and 
sword, and men and horses of colossal appearance, 
in whom the greatest amount of weiglit and phy- 
sical power, consistent with a moderate share of 
activity, could be combined, were however held in 
the highest estimation ; but eventually the great 
advantage of having a portion of Cavalry in which 
lightness, activity, and celerity of movement, 
might form the principal characteristics, was dis- 
covered. The introduction of fire-arms occasioned 
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armour to be gradually laid aside^ or limited to a 
few heavy horsemen ; superiority of weight was 
no long:ei- thought so necessary; and in the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries the use of Light 
Cavalry became more general than formerly^ 

During the seventy years' war between Spain 
and the United Provinces of the Netherlands, 
Prince Maurice of Nassau (afterwards Prince of 
Orange) selected a few English and Dutch heavy- 
armed LancerSj and constituted them Carabineers^ 
for skirmishing, and other services of a similar 
character. The Emperor of Germany formed 
regiments of Hungarian Hussars, who were light 
men on small horses. The Carabineers were 
of an intermediate class, being much heavier 
than the Hussars, and lighter than the English 
Lancera aud Cuirassiers^ wlio rode powerful 
horses, and wore armour on the head, body, aud 
limbs. The French monarchs adopted the prac- 
tice of having a few Carabineers in each troop of 
Hor&e; and, in 1690, Louis XIV. added a troop 
of Carabineers to each Regiment of Cavalry. 
During the campaign of 1G91, these troops formed 
a Carabineer brigade; but their motley appear- 
ance, and the defects of tlie plan, occasioned them 
to be constituted a regiment of Carabineers, 
and clothed in blue. In 1693 the French King 
added a regiment of Hussars to the Cavalry of 
his army.* 

In England the same principle was partially 



* His/oire de h MUice Fran^se, parle Pfcen Dasiel, 
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carrieil out ; the heavy horse laid aside their 
armour, escepting cuirasses; they were mounted 
on horses of less weight than formerly, sind tliey 
were supplied with carbines by King Charles IL 
In 1685, King James II. raised several indepen- 
dent troops qI Light. Horse, and one of them (Sir 
Thomas Burton's) was retained in his service until 
the Revolution in 1688, when it was disbanded. 
In 1691-2 King William III. constituted the 
Seventh Regiment af Horse, nosv Sixth Drag^oon 
Guards, a corps of Carabineers, as an honorary 
distinction, and for the performance of services for 
which the other regiments of Horse, being Cuiras- 
siers, were not well adapted. The object was to 
combine with strength and power a greater degree 
of activity and speed than was to be found in the 
Cavalry at that period ; and His Majesty appears 
to have contemplated haying several corps of this 
description in his service, as he designated this 
the Fkst Megitnent of Carabineers ; but no second 
regiment was formed,* In 1694 a troop of 
foreign Hus&ars formed part of the Army com- 
manded by King William in Fianders.f 

Daring the wars of Queen Auue the Regi- 
ment of Carabineers was agaiu supplied with cui- 
rasses, and was mounted on the same description 
of horses as the other regiments ; retaining, how- 
ever, the title of Carabineers. The activity, ^ize, 



* National Records. 

t The eqniptnent of Hussars at this period is described b; 
D'AuvKttattE, iti his History ^the Campaign of' iS&4, [t\t- 22, 23. 
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weight, and strengtli of the horses ridden by the 
British Cuirassiers and Heavy Dragoons, with the 
bravery and muscular powers of the men, esta- 
blished their superiority in continental warfare 
over the Cavalry of other nations ; they acquired 
great celebrity in the valley of the Danube and 
on the plains of the Netherlands, in the early part 
of the eighteenth century, under the renowned 
John Duke of Marlborough ; and after the peace 
of Utrecht, in 1713, the reputation of the British 
Horse and Dragoons was so high that no altera- 
tion was thought necessary, and many years 
elapsed without any attempt being made to re- 
vive the practice of having eithei* Carabineers, or 
Light Horse, in the British Army, 

The great utility of the Light Cavalry of the 
continental armies bad, in the mean time, become 
apparent. Improvements in military tactics, and 
in the arming and equipment of corps, were 
taking place in various countries ; and a spirit of 
emulation extending itself to Great Britain, on 
the breaking out of the rebellion in 1745, his 
Grace the Duke of Montague evinced his loyalty 
and public spirit by raising a Regiment of Cara- 
bineers for the service of King George IL ; at the 
same time, his Grace the Duke of Kingstou, with 
equal zeal and generosity, raised, at his own ex- 
pense, a Regiment of Light Horse. The latter regi- 
ment approximated, in the lightness of the men, 
horses, and equipment, to the H us- ars of the con- 
tinental armies; the Duke of Montague^s Cara- 
bineers were of a heavier description of Cavalry, 
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At this period the old Cavalry Regiments rode 
black horses (excepting the Scots Greys) with 
docked tails; but the J>uke of Kingston*s Regi- 
ment was riiounted on lieht liorses of various 



colours, with awish or nag tails. The accoutre- 
ments were as light as possible : the men carried 
short carbines slung to their sides by a moveable 
swiveli pistols, and light swords inclined to a curve. 

The usefulness of the Duke of Kingston's 
Regiment of Light Horse was proved in Scotland, 
where it served under His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland, and was found qualified 
for every description of service ; the light horses 
traversing hilly grounds with facility. It dtstin- 
gHished itself on several occasions, particularly 
at the battle of Culloden, on the 16th of April, 
1746, when it charged the clans with signal gal- 
lantry, and evinced great spirit and activity in the 
pursuit of the rebel army upwards of three miles 
from the field of battle. The Duke of Cumber- 
land was highly pleased with its behaviour during 
the period it was under his command; and the 
conduct of the Light Horse throughout the con- 
test reflected credit on the noble peer who had 
raised them. 

The rebellion being suppressed, the regiment 
was, in consequence of the conditions on which 
the men had enlisted, directed to be disbanded ; 
but the Duke of Cumberland so highly approved 
of its conduct that he obtained permission to em- 
body as many of the men as would re-enlist, as 
his own Reeriment of Light Draijootis. 
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Hie Majesty's thanks and particular satisfac- 
tion were communicated to His Grace the Duke 
of Kingston, for his zeal and affection for His 
Majesty's person and Government ; and His 
Grace was desired to convey to the officers and 
soldiers His Majesty's high sense of their loyalty, 
activity, and gallant behaviour, at a period of 
national danger. The regiment was afterwards 
disbanded at Nottingham, and nearly every man 
engaged in the Regiment of Light Dragoons, of 
which, as a signal mark of honour and distinc- 
tion, His Royal Highness the Duke of Cumber- 
land wag appointed Colonel. 

The Duke of Cumberland's Liglit Dragoons 
were mounted on active nag-tailed horses, from 
fourteen and a half to fil'leen hands high. The 
men were from five feet eight to five feet nine 
inches in heiglit ; and their equipment was upon 
a new aud liglit plan, but retaining the cocked 
hat of the Heavy Dragoon pattern. This regi- 
ment served in the Netherlands, with the Army 
commanded by His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cumberland: its genera! usefulness was fully 
established, and it distinguished itself at the 
battle of Val, in 1747. The treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle havrag put an end to the war, it re- 
turned to England, and was disbanded in 1749. 

From this period the value of light horsemen 
was more appreciatc^d in England tJian formerly ; 
the general utility of this arm, on home and 
ioreigu service, had been fully proved; and at 
the commencement of hostilities with France, in 
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1755, King George II. resolved to possess the 
advantage of a body of Light Cavalry in the 
approaching contest. His Majesty accordingly 
commanded a troop of Light Dragoons to be 
added to the First, Second, and Third Regiments 
of Dragoon Guards, and First, Second, Third, 
Fourth^ Sixths Seventh, Tenths and Eleventh 
Regiments of Dragoons. The First, Second, 
Third, and Fourth Irish Horse (now Fourth, 
Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Dragoon Guards), 
and the Fifth, Eighth, Ninth. Twelfth, Thir- 
teenthj and Fourteenth Dragoons^ being on the 
Irish establishment, did not receive the same 
addition. 

These troops of Light Dragoons were mounted, 
armed, equipped^ and trained^ according to specific 
instructions, calculated to render thera available 
for the services for which they were designed. 
Several of them were reviewed in Hyde Park by 
His Majesty ; and their neat appearance, celerity 
of movement, and the spirited and exact manner 
in which they perfonned their evolutions, were 
much admired. 

Nine of these troops were formed into a bri- 
gade in 1758, under the command of one of the 
King's aides-de-camp. Colonel George Augustus 
Eliott, of the Horse Grenadier Guards ; and they 
were employed in the expeditious to the coast of 
France under Charles Duke of Marlborough and 
Lieut. -General BHgh. They landed in France 
twice; skirmished with the French Cavalry; and 
throughout these enterprises they evinced activity. 
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spirit, and general usefulness. After their return 
to England, they were augmented to 125 men 
j^er troop. 

At this period, tlie war on the Continent Ijad 
involved most of the European states; and the 
extended and active operations which were taking 
place in Germany rendered it necessyry for a 
British force to join the Allied Army under 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. This gave rise 
to a further augmentation of the Army ; and the 
increased estimation in which Light Cavalry was 
held induced the King to give directions for the 
miaing of entire Begimeiits of Light Dragoons, 
in addition to the five Regiments of Horse, 
three of Dragoon Guards, and fourteen of Dra- 
goons, already oD the British and Irish estabhsh- 
ments. The following corps were accordingly 
embodied : — 



Light Dragoonb. 
Incorporated in 1759- 

Fifteenth, in England, by Colonel George 
A. Eliott ; — now the Fifteenth, or the King's 
Hussars. 

Sixteenth, in England, by Lieut.-Culonel 
John BuTgoyne ; — now the Sixteenth, or the 
Queen's Lancers. 

Seventeenth, in Scotland, by Captain Lord 
Aberdour ; — disbanded i n 1 7C^. 

Eighteenth, in England, by Lieut.-Colonel 
John Hale; — now the Seventeenth Lancers. 
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Nineteenth, in Ireland, by Lieut.-Colonei 
Lord Drogbeda; — numbered the Eighteenth in 
1763; constituted Hussars in 1807; and after 
performing much valuable service at home and 
abroad, it was disbanded at Newbridge, in Ire- 
land, in 182L 

Incorporated in 1760. 

Tttentieth, in Ireland, l»y Captain Sir James 
Caldwell; — disbanded in 1763. 

TwENTT-FiHST, OF Royal Foresters, in Eng- 
land by Lieut. -General the Marquis of Granby, 
and Colonel Lord Robert Sutton; — disbanded in 
1763. 

After the peace of ^ontainebleau, three of these 
corps were disbanded, and the otber four con- 
tinued in the service. The light troops attached 
to the heavy regiments were also disbanded, but 
a few men of each troop were afterwards equipped 
as Light Dragoons. 

A more perfect knowledge of the efficiency 
and capabilities of Light Cavalry, acquired during 
the campaigns in Germany and Portugal, had 
advanced the estimation in which that arm was 
held ; and, in 1768, the Twelfth Dragoons (one 
of the heavy regiments raised by King George I. 
in 1715), underwent a change of equipment and 
clothing, and was constituted a corps of Light 
Dragoons^ by General Carpenter, in Ireland. 

This alteration served as a precedent for sub- 
sequent changes ; and further experience, during 
the American war, from 1775 to 17B3, con- 
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firming the value of Light Cavalry, the Seventh, 
Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth, 
and FouETEENTH Regiments of Dragoons were 
changed from heavy to light. The Lig-ht Dra- 
goons attached to the heavy regiments were m- 
corparated into newly-raised corps, and the fol- 
lowing regiments of 

Light Dragoons 
Were embodied in 1779. 

Nineteenth, — hy Major- General Russell Man- 
ners ;— disbanded in 1783. 

Twentieth, — by Major-General Richard Bur- 
ton Pbillipson 5'— disbanded in 1783. 

TwENTY-FiEST, — by Major-General John Dou- 
glas ; — disbanded in 1783. 

Twenty-second, — ^by Lieut.- Colonel John Lord 
Sheffield ;— disbanded in 1783, 

Embodied in 1781. 

Twenty-third, — -by Lieut. -General Sir John 
Burgoyne, Baronet, for service in India, and was 
numbered the Nineteenth after the peace in 1783, 
This regiment signalized itself on numerous occa- 
sions in India, and was rewarded with tlie lionour 
of bearing on its guidons and appointments the 
Elephunt^ with the words Assaye and Seringapaiam. 
The word Niagai^a was also added in commemo- 
ration of tlie gallantry of two troops, in the year 
1813, in North America, in 1817 it was consti- 
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tuled a corps of Lancers. It was diabauded in 
Ireland in 1821. 

Thus a few years had produced a great change 
in the British Army. Twenty-five years previ- 
ously to the termination of the American war 
there was not a single Light Dragoon Regiment 
in the Service, and in 1783 there were seventeen ; 
four of them were disbanded at that period, and 
thirteen retained in the Service. 

Soon after the termination of the American 
war, the French monarch having, by aiding the 
TebelHoQS British provincials, taught his own sub- 
jects a lesson of instibordination, was deprived of 
the reins of government; and the violent conduct 
oi the Frencii revolutionists in tlie West Indies 
occasioned the Twentieth or Jamaica Regiment 
OF Light Dragoons to be raised in 1791 by 
Colonel Henry F. Grardner, for service in that 
island. Besides its services in Jamaica, detach- 
ments of this regiment served at Malta ; Sicily; 
at the taking of the Cape of Good Hope, in 1806 ; 
at the capture of Alexandria, in 1807; at the 
attack on Monte Video; in Portugal; at Genoa; 
and on the eastern coast of Spain ; and acquired 
the honour of bearing the word Peninsula on its 
guidons and appointments. It was disbanded in 
Ireland in 1818. 

War with France commenced iu 1793, and was 
followed by augmentations to the Anny. It 
was not found necessary to add a single Heavy 
Cavalry Regiment; but t!ie following Regiments 
of 
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Light Dragoons 
Were incorporated in 1794, 

Twenty-first, — by Lieiit.-Colonel Tliomas R, 
Beaumont. This rep;iment served at tlie Cape of 
Goud Hope and in India thirteen years ; a detach- 
ment was sent to do duty at St* Helena, when 
Napoleon Buonaparte was removed thillier. This 
regiment was disbanded at Chatliam in 1820, 

TwjsNTv-SEcoND,- — by Mnjor-General William 
Viscount Fieldinjr ; — served in Great Britain and 
Ireland ;^disbanded ill 1802. 

Twenty-third,— by Colonel William Fuller- 
ton ; — served in Great Britain and Ireland ;^dis- 
banded in 1802. 

Twenty- FOURTH, — by Colonel William Loftiis; 
— ^aerved in Great Britain and Ireland ;^dis- 
foanded in 1802. 

Twenty-fifth, — by Major - General Francis 
Edward Gwyn. This regiment was numbered 
the Twenty-second after the Treaty of Amiens 
in 1802. It served with reputation in India ; was 
employed at the reduction of Java ; signalized 
itself on several occasions; and was rewarded with 
the royal authority to bear the word Seringapatam 
on its guidons and appointments. It was di^ 
banded in England in 1S20, 

Raked in 1795. 

TwENTV-sixTH, — by Lieut.- General R. Man- 
ners ; — numbered the TwENTY-tHiRn iu 1803. 
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This regiment served in Egypt, Portugal, Spain. 
Flanders, and France; and Its distinguished con- 
duct was rewarded with the houonr of bearing 
on its guidons and appointments, the Sphins:^ 
with the worda Egypt, Peninsula, and Waterloo, 
In 1816 it was constituted a corps of Lancers. 
It was disbanded in England in 1817. 

Twenty-seventh, — by Major-General Wynter 
Blathwayte ; — numbered the Twenty-fourth in 
1804. This regiment served in India, distia- 
gnished itself at the battles of Ghur and Delhi, 
and was pertnitted to bear the Elephant, with 
the word Nindoostaji^ on its guidons and appoint- 
ments. It was di&banded- in England, on its 
arrival from Btngal, in 1819. 

Twentv-eighth, — by Major-General Robert 
Lawrie; — served in Great Britain, Ireland, and 
at the Cape of Good Hope ; — disbanded in Ire- 
land in 1802. 

Twenty-ninth, — by Major-General Francis 
Augustus Lord Heathfield ; — numbered the 
TwfiNTY-FiFTH in 1804. This regiment served 
in India, and was at the reduction of the Isle of 
France. It was disbanded at Chatham, on its 
arrival from India, in I8I9. 



liaised in 1/94. 

Thistieth, — by Lieut. -Colonel J. C. Garden ; 
— disbanded in 1796. 

Ththtv-fihsTj — by Lieut, -Colonel William St» 
Ledjjer;^ — disbauded iu 1796. 
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Thirty-second, — by Lieut.-Colonel H. J. 
Blake ;— disbanded in 1796. 

Thirty-third, — by Lieut.-Colonel J. Black- 
wood ; — disbanded in 1796. 



Soon after the re-commencement of hostilitfes 
with France in 1803, the Seventh, Tenth, Fif- 
teenth, and Eighteenth Light Dragoons were 
equipped as Hussars. Since the termination of 
the war in 1815, the Third and Fourth Dra- 
goons have been changed from heavy to light ; the 
Ninth, Twelfth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth 
Light Dragoons have been constituted Lancers ; 
and the Eighth and Eleventh Light Dragoons 
have also been equipped as Hussars. 

At this period (1847), the Cavalry of the Bri- 
tish Army consists of twenty-six regiments — thir- 
teen Heavy and thirteen Light ; and is composed 
of three regiments of Cuirassiers, ten of Heavy 
Dragoons, four of Light Dragoons, five of Hussars, 
and four of Lancers. 
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HISTORICAL RECORD 

OF TUB 

THIRD, OR THE KING'S OWN. REGIMENT 
LIGHT dragoons: 



James the Second ascended the throne of 1685 
England on the 6th of February, 1685, and four 
months only had elapsed, when his nephew, 
James Duke of Monmouth, erected the standard 
of rebellion on the western coast, and, having 
been joined by upwards of three thousand men, 
proclaimed himself king. To oppose Monmouth 
and his rash adherents, the King obtained from 
Parliament a grant of four hundred thousand 
pounds, and augmented the strength of his army. 
Among the loyal yeomen and artisans who 
arrayed themselves under the banners of their 
sovereign, a number of young men from Berk- 
shire, Middlesex, Herts, and Essex, were formed 
into five independent troops of Dragoons under 
Captains Richard Leveson, John Williams, 
Thomas Hussey, Edward Lea, and Francis 
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1685RUSSEI.. These five troops, with an old in- 
dependent troop of Dragoons, commanded by 
Colonel Strather, were attached to the Royal 
Dragoons under John Lord Churchill, (after- 
wards the great Duke op Marlborough,) whose 
regiment was thus augmented to nine hundred 
men, and from these additional troops the corps 
which now bears the distinguished title of the 
" Third, or King's Own Regiment of Light 
Dragoons," derives its origin. 

Captain Russel's troop rendezvoused at Chelsea 
and Knightsbridge, and having been speedily 
mounted and equipped, it was attached to the 
three Scots regiments of foot which had arrived 
from Holland, and ordered to join the army ; but 
the insurgent bands having been overthrown at 
Sedgemoor on the 6th of July, it halted at Bag- 
shot; and proceeding to London on the 13th, was 
present at tixe execution of the Duke of Monmouth 
on the 15th of that month. 

Although the insurrection was thus speedily 
suppressed, and the executions which followed 
were sufficiently numerous to intimidate the dis- 
affected, and prevent a second appeal to arms of 
a similar character, yet the King resolved to 
retain a considerable number of the newly-raised 
forces in his service. On the 17th of July several 
troops of Dragoons were formed into a regiment, 
(now the fourth light dragoons,) under the com- 
mand of Colonel John Berkeley ; and in the 
beginning of August, four of the additional troops 
attached to the royal dragoons, with one troop 
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from Berkeley's regiment, were incorporated ; 1685 
at the same time another troop was ordered to be 
raised, and the six were constituted a regiment 
of which His Grace the Duke of Somerset 
was appointed Colonel, and Alexander Cannon, 
from a regiment of foot in the Dutch service, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, by commission dated the 
2nd of August, 1685. The regiment thus formed 
is'the subject of this memoir; its Colonel being 
Lord-Lieutenant of Somersetshire, had com- 
manded the militia of that county during the 
rebellion, and his regiment was honoured with 
the title of the " Queen Consort's Regiment 
OF Dragoons ;" and being composed of troops 
raised previously to those of Berkeley's regiment, 
it obtained precedence of the last-mentioned 
corps*. 

The establishment was fixed by warrant under 1686 
the sign manual, bearing date the Ist of January, 
1686, from which the following is an extract. 



* The Third, ranked as Secomd Dragoons ; the Fourth as Third ; 
and the Second as Fourth ; until the peace of Utrecht, when the 
dum or the Greys to precedence was submitted to a board of general 
officers and admitted. — See the HiUorical Record (^ the Scots 
Greys. 
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1686 



THE gUEEN CONSORT'S HE<JIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 



STAPF-OvyiCKRfl. 



CalDne^l, rut Coloael, xii*, and iij horsea iij* .... 

Lkutenaitt- Colli aei, 00 Lieut.- Caltrnvli vij', and ijl 
Jionta ij' / 

Major {who has no treap) 

ChajiUinfr 

ChLTUT^eon iv" and j horu to carry hia chest, ij" . . 

Afljutant i«\ and for hifl horse j' ■■,..* 

QuiLrtdc-MaBter and Manbal ia oii« perion i?*, his) 
biulie j* ^ . . , i 

GuaHnith It' and his servant i* ...... 



Tfta CoufMHi's Troop. 

The Colonel, as Capiaian, «iii', and ii] boriet iij* 
Lieutenant iv'j and ij horses ij' ... 
Cumett iij*i and ij boia«s ij' . . p > 
Quarter-Maater, for hiitiHelf and horae , 
Two Serjennti., each j' vN, and ij" for horeflB 
Thr«e Corporals, each j", and iij* for lioriea 
Two DruOmldM, each j', and ij* for harsf'!! 
Two Hautboys, vach i', and ij' for hors^i . 
Fifty Soldiers, each at i* vi^ Sat raaa and hurio 



F1T8 TnoDPR HDRE, at the Bams rate 



Total prh Dibii . 



Pbr Anhuu 



, £U,356. 13i. U. 



Per Di«m, 
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NAMES of the OFFICERS of HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
CONSORT'S REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 


Captains. 


Lientenanti. 


Comets. 


Chailes, Duke of Somerset,) 
(Colonel) i 

Alexr. Cannon, (Lieut.-Col). 

Gustavos Philpot, (Major) . 

Richard Leveson ■ . > • 

Thomas Hussey .... 
Oliver St. George .... 


Thomas Pownell. 

Edward Sandya. 

had DO troop. 
Wilim. Stanniford 
Geotge CliSbrd 
William Hussey 
Francis Tankard 


Thoa. Brewerton 
John Webb 

Francis De la Rue 
Richard Fulliott 
Peter Sutherland 
Rupert Napier 


Henry PacUrarat .... Chaplain. 



1686 



During the summer the regiment was encamp- 
ed on Hounslow Heath, where it was reviewed 
by the King ; it was also encamped on the same 
ground in the summer of 1687 ; and took part 1687 
in several mock-engagements, which were exhibit- 
ed by an army of upwards of ten thousand men, 
in presence of their Majesties, and a numerous 
concourse of people. 

The King, having openly declared himself a 
Roman Catholic, resolved jto give public audience 
to a nuncio from the Pope, Ferdinand d'Adda, 
who had been consecrated Archbishop of Amasia 
in the King's Chapel at St. James's, and the 
Duke of Somerset, who was Lord of the Bed- 
chamber in waiting, was directed to attend the 
legate into His Majesty's presence. This com- 
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1687 maud his Grace refused to obey, with a laudable 
firmness whicli astonished the King, alleging 
the laws of England made such attendance 
treason ; ho was consequently deprived of his 
regiment and of his post at court The King con- 

1688 ferred the Colonelcy on the Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Alexander Cannon, under whom it was again 
encamped on Hounslow Heath. 

While pursuing a course of tyrannical and ill- 
advised measures against the laws and religion 
of the country, the King learnt with astonishmeut 
and indignation, that the Prince of Orange was 
embarking an army for England to aid the 
noblemen and gentlemen who were opposed to 
papacy and arbitrary government ; the Queen's 
Dragoons, with several other corps, were ordered 
to Ipswich, under the command of Major-General 
Sir John Lanier, to endeavour to preserve Land- 
guard fort» and to oppose the Prince if he should 
attempt to land there. His Highness, however, 
landed at Torbay on the 5th of November, 1688, 
when the regiment was ordered to Salisbury, and 
from thence to Warminster, where the advance- 
post of the King's army was established. 

While the regiment was stationed at Warmin- 
ster, the Lieutenant-Colonel, Richard Leveson^ 
Captain St. GeorgCj with several other officers 
and a number of men, being stanch Protestants 
and zealous advocates for their religion, and for 
the welfare of their country, quitted their post 
and joined the Prince of Orange. The remainder 
of the regiment continued with King James* 
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army and retreated towards London. His Majes- 1688 
ty having quitted England and retired to France, 
the regiment was re-united at Dunstable, and 
the Prince of Orange conferred the colonelcy on 
Lieutenant- Colonel Leveson, in succession to 
Colonel Cannon, wlio adhered to the interest, 
and followed the fortunes of King James, 

On the accession of King William IIL and 1689 
Queen Mary, the Regiment did not lose its title 
of "The Queen*s," but that designation was not 
used, and numerical titles not having been then 
introduced, it was usually styled Leveson'b 
regiment; it was, however^ again called **The 
Queen's/' after its return from Ireland in 1692. 

Under its new sovereign the regiment waa 
quickly employed in active service. King James 
proceeded from France to Ireland, and finding an 
army, levied by Earl Tyrconnel, ready to support 
the Roman Catholic interest, he soon reduced 
the greater part of that country to submission to 
his authority. King William sent the veteran 
Duke Schomberg with an army to Ireland, to 
rescue tliat country from the power of papacy ; 
and Leveson's dragoons embarked at Highlake 
on the 2Ist of August, for the same destination. 
Having landed near Carrickfergus, they joined 
Duke Schomberg's camp a mile beyond Belfast, 
on the 30th of August^ and were reviewed on 
the following day. 

Tlie army quitted Belfast on the 2nd of Sop- 
t^mbcrj and advancing towards Newry on the 
3rdj found the town in flames, and the enemy 
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1689 fled; Leveson's troopers and some Inniskilliug 
horse, rode forward in pursuit, but were unable 
to overtake the rear of the fugitive army. 

A camp was afterwards formed at Dundalk, 
and, on the 13th of September, as a party of the 
regiment waa cutting forage in the fields, a de- 
tachment of the enemy appeared; the dragoons 
instantly threw down their forag;e and advanced 
to meet their opponents, who^ though superior in 
numbei's, faced about and retired. On the 31 st 
of September the enemy appeared in force, dis- 
playiog their royal standard, but retired without 
venturing to attack the camp ; when a party of 
Leveson' Dragoons galloped forward in pursuit, 
and overtakiDg the enemy's rear, killed five 
men. On the 17th of October, as a detachment 
of the regiment and some Inniskilliug horse, 
were reconnoitring, they advanced with great 
audacity to the immediate vicinity of King 
James' camp, and a party of Irish horse gained a 
pass in their rear to cut off' their retreat ; but the 
gallant dragoons, by a determined charge forced 
their way through the defile, killed four oppo- 
nents, and brought off six prisoners. 

These instances of bravery gave Duke Schom- 
berg a high opinion of the regiment, and about 
midnight on the 27th of October, he sent out 
two hundred of Leveson's troopers with some 
Inniskilliug horse and Frencli protestants, who 
dashed across the country to the neighbourhood 
of Ardee, routed the enemy's out-guards, and 
captured a drove of oxen and some horses, with 
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which they returned in triumph to the camp at 1689 
Dundalk. 

In November the army went into winter quar- 
ters in the north of Ireland, and a party of 
Leveson's troopers was stationed at a frontier 
post at Tandrogee. On the Sfith of November, 
sixty men of the regiment accompanied Colonel 
Cambron, while making a reconnoisance of the 
enemy's post at Ckwleniont; when they discovered 
a party from the garrison posted in the hedges 
near the place. The Dragoons, with their cha- 
racteristic intrepidity, dismountedj drove the 
enemy from the hedges in gallant style, killed 
seven men upon the spot, and captured two Irish 
musketeers, twenty horses, and a number of cattle, 
with the loss of one man who was killed by a 
shot from the town, and eight men, whose ardour 
led them too forward in the pursuit, and who 
were surrounded and made prisoners. 

In February, one squadron of the regiment 1690 
formed part of a reconnoitring party iinder Ma- 
jor-General Sir John Lanier ; and on arriving in 
the vicinity of Dundalk, Leveson's dragoons dis- 
mounted, — stormed Bedloe's Castk^ — killed ten 
of the garrison,^ — took the remainder prisoners, — 
and burnt the building. The same party cap- 
tured about fifteen hundred head of cattle, and 
afterwards returned to Newry, — having lost one 
lieutenant, three dragoons, and four horses, killed, 
in this expedition. 

Although no general engagement had occurred, 
Lkveson's dragooiis, by their spirited conduct 
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1690 on all occasion Sj had become celebrated in the 
army ; Colonel Leveson was foremost on every 
occasion of danger, the men were proud of their 
commander, and the cliaracter of the corps was 
already established, when King William III. ar- 
rived in Ireland to command the Army irj person. 
His Majesty landed at Carrickfergus on the 14th 
of June» and proceeded from thence to Belfast* 
where he was met by the principal officers of the 
army. Leveson's troopers were, at this time, at 
Newry, with a division of the army commanded 
by Major- General Kirke; and on Sunday, the 
22nd of June, a squadron of the regiment, under 
the orders of Captain Crow^ and a company of 
Kirke*s (now second) foot, commanded by Cap- 
tain Farlow, were ordered forward to reconnoitre 
the enemy's camp at Dundalk. 

This party was on the march at an early hour, 
and having advanced through a pass, to the 
grounds where the enemy had erected a fort 
id the preceding campaign, but had afterwards 
abandoned it, they were suddenly saluted by a 
volley from some infantry who had concealed 
themselves In the fort ; at the same time five 
hundred of the enemy's horse were seen througli 
tlie misty dawn advancing to charge them. 
Never were men in greater danger than that 
to which tills little band was exposed ; Levesom's 
trooperSj being in advance, stood their ground 
boldly* but were driven back by the superior 
numbers of their antagonists. The enemy's horse- 
men being checked by the fire of Farlow's mus- 
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keteers, the dragoons returned to tlie charge and 1690 
used their broad swords with good effect ; the 
pikemeii joined in the charge and the Irish were 
driven back ; but not knowing the numbers of 
their opponents, the dragoons and pikeraen re- 
tired through the pass in good order. The loss 
on this occasion was twenty-two men killed and 
several wounded, and Captain Farlow, who com- 
manded the foot, was taken prisoner. The ene- 
my's loss was greater, and their Commanding 
OfEcer was killed by one of Leveson's troopers. 
Another party of the regiment was aent forward 
on the following morning, and ascertained that 
the enemy had left the camp at Dundalk, and 
were retreating towards Ardee. 

King William advanced through Dundalk to 
Ardee, which town he entered as the enemy's 
rear-guard abandoned the place. On the 30th of 
June he arrived at the river Boyne, and Captain 
Pownell, of Leveson's dragoons, was sent with a 
squadron to take post near Slane-bridge. King 
James* army was strongly posted on the opposite 
bank of the river, with his right near Drogheda 
and his left extending towards the village of Slane. 

On tlie Ist of July the river was crossed at 
three places, and a general engagement was 
fought. After a severe struggle the enemy re- 
treated to the village of Donore, where they 
made such a determined stand that the Dutch 
mid Danish horse, though headed by the King in 
person, gave way ; when a squadron of Leve- 
son's dragoons, commanded by Captain Brewer- 
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1690 ton, and a party of Sir Albert Cunningham's 
dragoons (the sixth InniskiJling) dismounted, 
and. lining the hedges, and an old house, * did 
' such execution upon the pursuers as soon check- 
* ed their ardour/ At the same time Colonel 
Leveson, with the remainder of his regiment, 
galloped forward, and, with admirable bravery, 
interposed between the enemy's horse, and the 
village of Duleck. King William's horse having 
rallied and returned to the charge, the enemy 
retreated, when they were attacked in the rear by 
Colonel Leveson with his dragoons, who made 
great slaughter. The Irish abandoned the field 
with precipitation ; but their French and Swiss 
auxiliaries retreated in good order. 

King James returned to France, yet the war 
was continued in Ireland. On the 22nd of July, 
Leveson's dragoons proceeded, with other forces, 
to Waterfordy and invested the town. The 
garrison surrendered on the 25th, and was con- 
ducted to Youglial by a troop of the regiment 
under Captain Pownell. Having delivered up 
his charge, the captain, representing to the go- 
vernor the ruin he would bring upon himself if 
he held out, induced him to deliver up the place ; 
and it was taken possession of the same night by 
the dragoons, who found fourteen pieces of can- 
non, 350 barrels of oats, and some provisions, in 
the town. This troop remained in garrison at 
Youghal, with a company of foot ; and the com- 
manding officer, having heard that bands of 
armed Roman Catholic peasantry, called Rappa- 
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rees, were committing ravages on the Protestants, 1690 
marched out with thirty-six dragoons and fifty 
foot. The dragoons were in advance, and when 
they arrived near Cctstle Martir, they encountered 
three hundred rapparees. Notwithstanding the 
disparity of numbers, the gallant dragoons dashed 
forward sword in hand, — broke in upon the ene- 
my, — sabred sixty upon the spot, and took seven- 
teen prisoners. The foot having come up, the 
castle was summoned, and the troops in the gar- 
rison delivered it up on condition of being allowed 
to march unmolested to Cork, without horses 
and arms. The captain gave the arms to the 
Protestant inhabitants, and took the horses with 
him to Youghal. 

At this time the remainder of the regiment was 
engaged in the siege of Limerick^ which failed, 
owing to the loss of the battering train. From 
Limerick the five troops marched with other corps 
towards Birr, to relieve the castle, which was 
besieged by the enemy ; and, after performing 
this service, encamped beyond the town. 

On the 16th of September one troop of the 
regiment attacked an immense number of rappa- 
rees who were proceeding from Cork to Lismore, 
and having routed them and killed forty, took 
three prisoners. Two days afterwards, as Lieu- 
tenant Keily of the regiment was out with a 
small party reconnoitring, he was surrounded 
and taken prisoner. 

The regiment passed a part of the winter at 1691 
Clonmel, and in February 1691, it was employed 
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1691 on an expedition to Streamstotmi, when the ad- 
vanced guard hig-hl)^ distinguished itself; and 
shortly afterwards its colonel, the gallant Leve- 
soN, was promoted to the rank of brigadier-gene- 
lal. In May it was encamped at Mullingar. 

Tlie Irish being strengthened from France, 
and the English from Scotland, both armies took 
the field in the beginning of June, when General 
De Ginkell, who was left in command by King 
William, advanced through Mullingar,— cap- 
tured BallyniorCj and besieged AthlonCj which 
was gallantly stormed and taken on the 30th of 
June. The town having been put in a posture 
of defence, the army advanced to Ballinasloe, 
and on Sunday, the 12th of July, advanced in 
four columns against the Irish, who were strong- 
ly posted near the village of Aghrhn ; their right 
flank and centre being covered by a morass, and 
the remainder of their front by enclosures, ter- 
minating at the castle of Aghrira, on which their 
left rested. Leveson's troopers were formed in 
brigade with the royal Irish dragoons commanded 
by Brigadier-General Villiers, and posted on the 
right of the line. The action was well contested 
on both sides. At length the Blues, Langston*s, 
and Byerley's iiorse, a squadron of Ruvigny*s 
French Protestants, and Leveson's dragoons, 
forced the pass at the castle of Aghrim^ and, by 
a gallant charge^ decided the fate of the day. 
Leveson's gallant troopers rushed forward with 
their wonted bravery, and overthrew all opposi- 
tion. In opposing this attack iu person, the ene- 
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ray's general* St. Ruth, was killed by a cannon 1691 
ball, and the Irish giving way, were pursued 
with great slaughter by tlie cavalry towards 
Louglirea. The regiment was thanked by the 
Comraander-in-Chief for its excellent conduct. 
It lost in this action seven men killed, and five 
wounded. 

Leveson's dragoons were afterwards employed 
in the siege of Galwtty. On the ^ud of August 
they were detached, with twenty-four men from 
each regiment uf Horse, under the command of 
Brigadier-General Leveson, to scour the country 
and drive in the enemy's parties ; and they ar- 
rived on the 4th, in the vicinity of Nenagk^ 
where five hundred of the enemy, under Briga- 
dier-Geueral Carrol (commonly called Tall An- 
thony) were in garrison in an old castle, on the 
domain of the Duke of Ormond. Part of the 
garrison occupied a pass half a mile in front of 
the castle ; hut was driven from that post by the 
dragoons. The garrison made a precipitate re- 
treat towards Limerick, but were overtaken at 
Cariganlis, and routed with the loss of several 
men, their baggage, and four hundred head of 
cattle. 

The siege of Lwierick commenced on the QiJth 
of August, and the regiment was before the town 
until the 31st, when it was detached with a party 
of horse under Brigadier-General Leveson, and 
Major Wood of tlie eighth horse (now sixth dra- 
goon guards) to reduce the small garrisons in tlie 
county of Kerry, where the whole country was 
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1691 found in arms, and Lords Merrion's and Bretta's 
regiments of Irish horse there to assist the rap- 
parees. Leveson and Wood* were both daring 
aspirants for military fame, and had become 
celebrated for their zeal and valour, and for their 
abilities on detached services. — Having ascer- 
tained where the two Irish regiments were en- 
camped, they marched all the night of the 1st 
of September ; and about one on the following 
morning, rushed suddenly upon them with the 
horse and dragoons. The enemy, surprised and 
confounded, fled in every direction, pursued by 
the victorious dragoons, who sabred many men 
and captured a drove of oxen. A reinforcement 
of three hundred horse and dragoons and six 
pieces of cannon was afterwards sent to Brigadier- 
General Leveson, and he reduced several garri- 
sons between Cork and Limerick, and sent num- 
bers of oxen and sheep to the army. On the 
22nd of September this gallant officer, with only 
two hundred and fifty horse and dragoons, at- 
tacked and dispersed two regiments of Irish dra- 
goons and a body of rapparees nearly three thou- 
sand strong ; when he again captured some cattle 
and sheep. It appears that the principal part of 
the provisions for the army encamped before 
Limerick was supplied by the activity of Leve- 
son's corps, which continued to act as an inde- 
pendent force until the surrender of that city on 
the 3rd of October. In King James's declaration 

• Major Wood rose to the rank of lieut. -general. See a memoir 
of this distinguished offif er in the record of the third dragoon guards. 
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from St. Germains, Brigadier-Getieral Leveson 1691 
was especially exempted from the general am- 
nesty. 

With the fall of Limerick ended the war id 1692 
Ireland*; and the regiment having embarked for 
England, landed at Barnstaple on the 18th of 
March, 1692. Its establishment was six troops, 
360 men, and its expense 15,999^. 3*. 4d. per 
annum. During this and the following year 1693 
it was stationed in the south and western counties 
of England. 

On the 19th of January, 1694, Brigadier-Gene- 1694 
ral Lereson was removed to the third horse, now 
second dragoon guards; and the colonelcy of the 
Qceen's dragoons was conferred upon Teiomas 
Lord Fairfax, from lieut.-colonel of the second 
troop {now second regiment) of lifeguards. 

At this period King William was engaged In 
a war with France, and the third liorse and 
Queen's dragoons having been reviewed by His 
Majesty in Hyde Park, on the 26th of March 
embarked for foreign service. The Queek's dra- 
goons lauded at Williamstadt, in North Brabant, 
on the 16th of April 1694, joined the army en- 
camped at Tirlemont on the 21st of June, and 
was again reviewed by His Majesty on the fol- 
lowing day. It& excellent conduct in Ireland 



* Th>i? aOLtiunt of the services of the regiment in IrelanJ lias 
beep !akeii from l!ie Oificial Recordt^ London Gazettes — Accounts 
published by authority in 5690, and 1691 — Stnto or Europe — Story "i 
Hiatoryof thfl War in Ireland— Hams' Life ofKing Wiflinm HI. — 
and Dover's Life of King William IIL 

C 
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1694 appears to have raised the regimetit high in the 
King's estimation, and it was ordered to encamp 
beyond the defiles of the village of Rooseheck, to 
cover His Majesty's quarters*. 

The regiment served the campaign of this year 
in brigade with the royals and royal Scots dra- 
goons, and was employed in manoeuvring and 
skirmishing in the valleys of Brabant and in the 
verdant plains of Flanders* No general engage- 
ment occurred, and in October it went into quar- 
ters at Ghent. 

1695 In February, 1695, Lord Fairfax having retired. 
King William conferred the colonelcy on Colonel 
William Lloyd : at tlic same time the establishment 
was augmented to eight troops of thirty-eight 
officers, seventy-two non-commissioned officers, 
and four hundred and eighty privates, the annual 
expense being increased to 20,652?. }Ss. 4d. 

Having passed the winter in barracks at Ghent 
and receiveda remonntfrom England, theQuEEN*s 
dragoons marched, in April 1695, to Dixmudein 
West Flanders, and encamped on the plains of the 
Yperlee, A small detached corps was assembled 
at this place under Major-General Ellemberg, and 
in June an attack was made on the forts at 
Kenoque, to draw the French troops that way, and 
to facilitate the siege of Namur, which was under' 
taken immediately afterwards. 

The Queen's dragoons, with eight battalions of 
infantry, returned to Dixmude, and the remainder 



* D*Auverpie'a History of the Csmpaign in Flanders. 
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af the division marched to the main army before I69j 
Namur- 

While the army was besieging Namur, a French 
force, commanded by General de Montal, invested 
Dixmude (15th July), and carried on the ap- 
proaches with great expedition. The governor, 
Major-General EUemberg, called a council of war, 
and suggested the expediency of surrendering. 
This was opposed by Major Beaumont, who com- 
manded the Qtieen*9 dragoons*, and some other 
officers, but it was agreed to by the majority, and 
the garrison was delivered up prisoners of war. 
Thus, the gallant dragoons, after displaying the 
greatest valour in former campaigns, were tamely 
consigned into the hands of the enemy, by a timid, 
or treacherous, foreign general officer. The sol- 
diers were enraged at not being permitted to 
defend the place ; many of the men broke their 
arms before they delivered them up, and one 
British regiment tore its colours to pieces. 

An agreement had previously been made by 
the contending powers, that all prisoners should 
be given up on certain conditions. These con- 
ditions were complied with, and the return of the 
regiments which had surrendered, was demanded ; 
but the French court refused to give them up. 
At length the citadel of Namur capitulated, and 
the French garrison was permitted to march out 
without being made prisoners, hut as they passed 
through the allied army, theireommander, Marshal 

* ColoneJ Ltuyd being ^k at BmsseU and the Lieutenant- 
Colonel on leaFe of absence. 

c2 
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I695Boufflers, was arrested and detained until the 
conditions of the agTecment were complied with. 
The detention of the marshal produced the release 
of the regiments ; the Queen's dragoons returned 
to the arra3^, aud were ordered into barracks at 
Ghent. At the same time a general court-martial 
assembled for the trial of the officers >\ho had 
delivered the regiments into the power of the 
enemy. Tha governor of Dixraude, Major-General 
Elleniberg, was sentenced to be beheaded, and was 
executed at Giient on the 20ih of November- 
Colonels Graham, OTarrell, Lesly, and Aver, 
were cashiered ; two others were suspended, and 
the remainder acquitted. After the army left 
the field, the Queen's draaoons were quartered in 
villages near tlie canal of Slnys. 

I69G The regiment again took the field in May 1696, 
and was reviewed by King William on the 29th 
of that month, when it appeared complete in 
numbers, and in excellent condition. During the 
summer it formed part of a detached corps com- 
manded by Major-General Fagel, and encamped 
near Nieuport. The enemy made demonstrations 
of an attack on this part of the country, when 
entrenchments were thrown up, the sluices were 
opened, and the grounds in front of the French 
army were laid under water. A few skirmishes 
were, however, all that occurred ; and in tlie early 
part of October the Queer's dragoons marched 
into quarters on the frontiers of Dutch Flanders. 

1697 After leaving its village cantonments in the 
early part of April 1697, the regiment was en- 
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camped at Bois-Seigneur-Isaac ; it was after- 1697 
wards employed in operations in Brabant, and on 
the 27tli of May it formed part of a detacliment 
of seven squadrons, commanded by Major- 
General de Bay, sent from the camp at Promelles 
towards Binche and Herlaymonte-Capelle. When 
on the march, the advance-guard, consisting of a 
squadron of the Queen's, commanded by Colonel 
Lloyd, encountered a squadron of French cara- 
biiieers, whom the dragoons overthrew and put to 
flight, killing and wounding many men, and 
taking an officer and seventeen soldiers prisoners. 
The regiment was subsequently employed in 
covering Brussels, until the treaty of Ryswick 
restored peace to Europe ; when it left the Ne- 
therlands and returned to England. In the 1698 
following year the establishment was reduced to 
six troops — 286 private men. 

The regiment remained in England until the 1702 
summer of 1702, when, war having been declared 
against France and Spain, an expedition, com- 
manded by the Duke of Ormond,was sent against 
Cadh, and a detactiment of the Queen's dragoons, 
consisting of three field-officers, three captains, 
four lieutenants, five cornets, three staff-officer?, 
five quarter- masters, five Serjeants, fourteen cor- 
])orals, eight driimmers, and one hundred and 
eighty-sis private men*, was embarked for tias 
service. A landing was effected on the coast of 

* The Dt'lguiftl embarkation rctum, aigiicd by tlie CotoriijJ of iho 
regiment, \& auiong tlic Ilarleian maiiuacnpu in the Dritish Musi^uni, 
No. 7026. 
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1702 Spain, near Cadiz, on tlie iStb of August ; on the 
following day Rota, a town on the north side of 
the bay seven miles from Cadiz, wa& taken, and on 
the 21st, Port St. Mary's^ situate at the mouth of 
the river Guadalete, was captured. The Queen's 
dragoons, being the only cavalry with the expe- 
dition, were almost constantly employed on piquet 
and out-post duty. On the 25th of August the 
army encamped at Santa Victor'tat and in the 
early part of September the attack of the Ma- 
tagorda was commenced. ' On the 5th of Sep- 
' tember a squadron of Spanish horse made bold 

* to attack a small party of the Queen's dragoons, 
' who behaved themselves so gallantly, that they 
' put the enemy to flight, having wounded and 

* taken an officer and two men with their horses, 

* and on our side we had a cornet and a private 

* man killed, and a lieutenant taken, whom the 

* Spaniards, against all the laws of nations and 
' arms, most barbarously cut in pieces*." 

Cadiz was found better prepared for a siege 
than had been expected^ and the ti'oops were re- 
embarked. A successful attack was afterwards 
made on the fort of Vigo in Galicia, and a rich 
fleet was captured in the harbour, for which the 
QuE£N*s dragoons received IS71 3s. Ad. prize 
moneyt- 

1703 ^^ *^^^ ^\^t of December, 1703, Brigadier- 
General (afterwards Lobd) Carpeptter, was ap- 
pointed to the colonelcy of the Queen's Dha- 



Anna!a of Queen Anne, page 93. f Bibl. Harl. 702fi. 
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GOONS, hy purchase*, in succession to Major- 1703 
General Lloyd. 

The regiment remained on home service until 1706 
1706, when another detachment of ahout two 
hundred and forty officers and men embarked on 
board the fleet of Sir Cloadesley Shovel ; forming 
part of a force of 10,000 men commanded by the 
Earl Rivei-s, and designed to invade the coast of 
France, on a plan suggested by the Marquis De 
Guiscard. The descent was, however, rendered 
impracticable by contrary winds, and the troops 
were ordered to Lisbon. In the meantime the 
English forces io Spain had retired from Madrid 
to Valencia and Catalonia, and the troops under 
the Earl Rivers were directed to proceed thither. 

The QcEEpj's dragoon?, and other forces, were 1707 
accordingly re-embarked ; they left Portugal in 
the early part of January, 1707, aud,having landed 
at Alicant in Valencia on the ilth of February, 
commenced their march to join the forces under 
the Earl of Galway, — the united camp being 
formed at Caudete, on the 30th of March. The 
army soon afterwards destroyed several of the 
enemy's magazines, and besieged Villena in 
Murcia. Meanwhile the French and Spanish 
forces, commanded by the Duke of Berwick, ad- 
vanced to the plains of Abnan^a^ where the allies 
resolved to attack them on the 25th of April. 

After a march of fifteen miles through a rugged 

* In LoJge'a Peefflge of Ireland it is staled that Briggdipr-Gcneral 
Carpenter gave 1800 igumeas for the coioiielnr ol the QtiEtii's 
dragoons. 
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1707 and mountaiuous country, the wearied British and 
Portuguese troops entered an open plain between 
Caudete and Almanza, where the enemy, superior 
in numbers and artillery, was formed in order 
of battle. After a short halt the attack was com- 
menced, and the detachments of the Queen's and 
Essex's (now the fourth) dragoons particularly 
distinguished themselves ; being ordered to charge 
a battery of gana, so placed on the brow of a hill, 
that the artillery mules, though concealed from 
Bight, remained close to the guns and could be 
instantly attached to them. The charge was 
made with determined gallantry, but the guns 
being quickly withdrawn, ten squadrons of select 
Spanish cavalry charged the British dragoons, 
amounting only to about two hundred and 
ninety men, killing Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence 
of the Queen's, who led the attack, also Captain 
Smith and Cornet Petty of the same corps, and 
nearly annihilating the two squadrons. The 
greater part of the Portuguese cavalry fled from 
the field in a panic, when the British infantry 
■were nearly surrounded, but the cavalry^ by a 
desperate charge, in which three generals (Briga- 
dier-General Carpenter of the Queen's being one) 
and thirty-four officers fought in the front ranks, 
succeeded in breaking through the enemy* The 
Earl of (jalway was wounded, and in danger of 
being taken prisoner ; but the spirited conduct of 
the dragoons enabled him to eflect his escape * ; 
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and he retreated with the remains of the English 1707 
and Dutch cavalry to Alceira, where he received 
infonnation that the greater part of the infantry, 
after retreating to the hills of Caudete, had been 
surrounded and compelled to surrender prisoners 
of war. 

After this disaster, the few troops which re- 
mained were employed in defensive operations 
for the preservation of Catalonia. The Queen's 
dragoons were stationed a short time at Manreea 
on the river Gardener, to refresh their horses ; and 
after the fall of Lerida, the army went into winter 
quarters. The Earl of Galway embarked for 
Lisbon, and Brigadier-General Carpenter re- 
mained in command of the troops in Catalonia. 

The Queen's dragoons had suffered so severely 17O8 
at the battle of Almanza, that the officers were 
sent to England in March 1708, and the regiment 
was ordered to be recruited to sixty men per troop. 
The recruiting was carried on with rapidity, and 
the difference in the state of the regiment may be 
seen from two different returns in one year ; in the 
first its numbers are 150» and in the second 303. 

In 1709 the regiment mustered 443 men, and 1709 
it continued at the same number during the two 1710 
following years; but in October 1712 a reduction jj^l 
of ten men per troop took place. In 1713 it was .^.^ 
quartered in North Britain.aud mustered 339 men. 

After the accession of King Geoi^e I. in 1714 1714 
there being no Queen Consort on the throne, the 
regiment was honoured with the distinguished title 
of The King's Own Regiment of Dragoons. 
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1715 In the summer of 1715 the regiment marched 
to Glasgow, m consequence of dtaturbaucea in 
that neighbourhood ; and on the 8tli of September 
it joined the camp at Stirling nnder Major- 
General Whetham, which was formed to oppose 
the Earl of Mar, who had raised the standard of 
rebellion, and proclaimed the Pretender at Aber- 
deen^ Dundee^ and Perth. The Duke of Argyle 
afterwards reviewed the troops at Stirling, as 
Commander-in-Chief in Scotland. 

On the 10th of November His Grace, having 
intelligence of the design of the rebels to endea- 
vour to pass the Forth and to penetrate towards 
England, resolved to prevent them, and imme- 
diately gave orders to his troops to hold them- 
selves iu readiness. An order of battle was issued, 
in which this regiment and Kerr's dragoons (the 
seventh) formed the extreme left; and according 
to that order, the army marched from Stirling on 
the 12th, and encamped on a rising ground to the 
east of Diimblain, between the town and Sheriff- 
rauir. On the 13th the battle of Sheriffmuir 
was fought, when each party had one wing de- 
feated and one victorious. The King's Own 
dragoons were in the left wing; about six hundred 
highlanders surprised the infantry of that wing, 
in the act of forming, and put it into confusion; 
but upon the dragoons charging and defeating 
the rebel cavalry opposed to them, capturing their 
standard, the rebel infantry pursued their ad- 
vantage no further, and Captain Armstrong, who 
was sent with orders from the Duke of Argyle, 
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being killed, the infantry retired in good order. 1715 
Both sides claimed the victory ; but all the ad- 
vantage remained with the Duke of Argyle, who 
captured the royal standard of the rebels, called 
'* The Restoration/' also six pieces of cannon, 
four waggons, and a number of prisoners* On 
the following day the army returned to Stirling, 
and awaited the arrival of reinforcements from 
England. 

On the 9th of January, 1716, the Duke called i^jq 
a council of war at Stirling, where anorder of battle 
was issued, in which Carpenter's dragoons were 
again placed on the left of the front line. Owing 
to the roads being rendered impassable by the 
snow, no advance was made till Tuesday tlie 29th, 
when the whole army advanced to Dumblain, and 
thence, on the 30th, to Tuliibardine. At one in 
the morning of the 1st of February, the Duke with 
his cavalry entered Perth, where he was joined in 
the evening by his infantry ; the next day he 
advanced to Errol, and on the 5th, with all his 
cavalry, moved towards Brechin ; General Cado- 
gan leading the infantry to Aberbrothock. On 
the 8th Aberdeen was occupied, and it being 
ascertained that the Preteuder had retired to 
France, and that the rebel force had totally dis- 
persed, the army went into winter quarters, and 
the King's Own dragoons were stationed at 
Elgin. 

From this time tlie King's Own do not appear ^yij 
to have been engaged in any service of importance 
for a period of more than twenty years. They were 
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1717 usually stationed in the southern and western 
counties of England ; but occasionally occupied 

1718 quarters, for short periods, iu Scotland. In 1718 

1719 the establishment was reduced ten men per troop; 
17'20 in the following year the numbers were only 186 ; 
1721 an addition of 21 men was made in 1720 j and 
1722 during that and the two succeeding years the 

regiment mustered 207 men. 

1723 In ITS3 the establishment was augmented to 

1724 333 men, at which number it remained, with an 

1725 alteration only of six men, until 1727, when the 

1726 ''^gi™snt was ordered to hold itself in readiness 

1727 ^^ embark for Holland, as part of the complement 
of lOjOOO men which England had engaged to 
fumigh the States ; at the same time ita establish- 
ment was augmented to 552 men. No embark- 

1729 ation, however, took place ; and in I7S9, the 
numbers of the regiment were reduced to 309* 

1732 After the decease of General Lord Carpenter 
in 1732, King George II. conferred the colonelcy 
on Major-General Philip Honey wood, from the 
eleventh dragoons. 

An augmentation was made to the establish- 
ment in 1738; in 1739, the breaking out of a 
war with Spain occasioned general orders for 
recruiting to be isaued : — the eatabliahment of 
the KiNG*3 Own dragoons was raised to 433 men, 
and in the summer they were encamped on Houn- 
alow lieathi where they were several times re- 
viewed by the Duke of Cumberland. 

1740 During the summer of 1740, the King's Own 
were encamped in Windsor Forest; and in 174 1, 
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they were ordered, with several other regiments 1741 
and a train of artillery, amounting nearly to 
10,000 men, to prepare for embarkation for 
foreign service. This force encamped in July^ on 
ground cleared for the purpose, on Lexdon heath, 
near Colchester ; no embarkation, however, took 
place^ and after a few weeks, the troops went 
into quarters in the various towns in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

In the meantime war was raging on the con- 1742 
tinent ; the King of France and the Elector of 
Bavaria had united to deprive the Archducliess 
MariaTheresa of her hereditary dominions; and in 
1742, His Britannic Majesty sent sixteen thousand 
British troops to Flanders to make a diversion in 
favour of the Austrians, The King's Own Regi- 
ment of dragoons was one of the corps selected for 
this service, and having been reviewed on Black- 
heath by King George II., accompanied by the 
Duke of Cumberlandj it embarked shortly after- 
wards at Woolwich and Deptford ; their colonel, 
Lieutenant-General Honeywood, taking the com- 
mand of the expedition until the arrival of Field 
Marshal the Earl of Stair. 

After landing at Ostend the King's Own dra- 
goons advanced a few leagues up the country, but 
all active operations were prevented by the tar- 
diness of the Dutch. 

Early in 1743, the British troops moved from 1743 
their cantonments towards the Rhine; the King's 
OwN» and four companies of the foot guards, 
forming the advance-guard of the annv, were at 
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1?43 St. Ti'ond, in the province of Limburg, on the 9th 
of February, and on the 1 1th resumed their march 
for Germany. In May, the regiment, with the 
Inniskilling dragoons, and four battalions of the 
foot guards, formed a detached camp a little below 
the town of Hochst, in the duchy of Nassau ou 
the Maine, and was afterwards encamped at As- 
chaffenburg in Franconia, a town situate on a hill 
on the side of Maine- In the meantime Lieut.- 
General Houeywood had been removed to the 
first dras^oon guards, and the colonelcy of the 
King's Own conferred on Brigadier- General 
Humphrey Bland, from the thirteenth dragoons. 

His Majesty King George II. having left 
England towards the end of May, landed at Hel- 
voetsluys on the 2nd of June, and joined the army 
on the 9th ; when he found his forces under con- 
siderable embarrassment* from the French com- 
mander having succeeded in gaining possession of 
several important posts on the MainCt by which 
means he cut off the supplies of provisions and 
forage. 

Under these circumstances His Majesty resolved 
to march to Hanau, where a reinforcement of 
12,000 Hessians and Hanoverians had arrived; 
and at daybreak on the 16th of June, the troops 
commenced the march along the banks of the 
Maine : but scarcely had they proceeded three 
leagues when it was ascertained that the enemy 
had crossed the river, and was drawn up near 
Dettingen to dispute the march of the arm.y. 

The allies were immediately formed for action, 
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with their left on the risrer, and their right extend- 1743 
ing to a wood, in which the baggage was placed. 
Shortly afterwards the action commenced, when 
Lieut.-Geueral Clayton, who commanded the left 
wing of infantry, requested some squadrons to 
cover his flank, and the King's Own dragoons were 
ordered to this important post, where they suffered 
severely, being exposed three hours to the fire of 
the French batteries, as well from their front, as 
from the other side of the river, which commanded 
their flank and rear. At length the regiment was 
led forward, and encountering nine squadrons of 
household cavalry^ the elite of the French army, 
charged these celebrated horsemen with a degree 
of gallantry truly astonishing. British valour was 
most conspicuously displayed ; though over- 
matched with numbers, and nearly surrounded by 
enemies, the King's Ow?f dragoons were seen 
nobly contending for victory, and mingled in close 
fight with their antagonists, the swift motion of 
their glittering sabrea showed with what vehe- 
mence the gallant troopers fought for the honour of 
their King and country, Thev cut through their 
renowned opponents three times ; distinguishing 
themselves in the most signal manner under the 
eye of their Sovereign, and contributing materially 
to the victory gained on that occasion. Their 
loss was however great. Of the three cornets who 
bore the standards, two were wounded, and the 
third, Mr. Child, the brother of Lord Castlemaine, 
had two horses killed under him. The standards 
were totally destroyed by shotand sabre-cuts, and 
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1743 one of them was only preserved from capture by 
the heroism of a private in the regiment, named 
Thomas Brown, a native of Kirk!eatham,i]i York- 
shire, This gallant soldier, on the cornet's re- 
ceiving a wound in the wrist, and dropping the 
standard, attempted to di&raount in order to re- 
cover it, but in so doing lost two fingers of his 
bridle-hand by a sabre cut, and his horse ran away 
with him to the rear of the French lines. Whilst 
endeavouring to regain his regiment he perceived 
the standard, which the Fieuch had succeeded iu 
capturing by overwhelming numbers, in the cus- 
tody of a gertdaraie, who was conveying it to 
the rear. This man he attacked and killed, caught 
the standard as it fell, and fixing it between his 
leg and the saddle, succeeded in cutting his way 
back through the ranks of the enemy : but re- 
ceived, in so doing, seven wounds in his head, face, 
and body, and three balls passed through his hat.* 
A letter, in the Gazette of July 16th, states, ' that 
' in tliis action Ligonier s horse, (the seventh dra- 

* goon guards,) and the Third dragoons suffered 

* most, and gained great reputation/ The loss of 
the Third was Lieutenant Baily, one Serjeant, two 
drummers, thirty-eight private men, and one 
hundred and forty-one horses^kilied ; MajorHoney- 



* Two engmvingB were published of this brave man ; one repre- 
ssntlng him in i\\e act of preBerviog the sUndprJ, ftnd the otber a 
half figure. Be recovered from his wounds in about six weeks, and 
asa reward for hia gallantry he was promoted to the |iost of a private 
gcrtlctnan in the life guaj^a; bd apjiointment whjcti, at tliat lime, 
was usually obtainiecl by purchase. 
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wood *, Captain Brown, lieutenant Robinson, 1743 
Comets Dawson, Monteith and O'Carrol, with 
three quarter-masters, six Serjeants^ five drummers, 
eighty-sis private men, and fifty horses woundedt* 
The victory was most decisive ; the French were 
completely defeated in their attempt, and were 
compelled to recross the Maine with precipitation, 
with the loss of many standards, colours, and four 
pair of kettle-drums. 

The King's Own dragoons passed the night ^ 
near the field of battle, surrounded by their 
ensanguined trophies, and, having marched to 
Hanau on the following day, were encamped, for 
some time, on the banks of the little river Kin- 
zig, from whence they advanced with the army, 
in the early part of August, for the Rhine; and. 
having crossed that river above Mentz, were em- 
ployed in operations in West Germany, where 
the army was joined by the Dutch auxiliaries. 
The enemy's entrenchments at Germersheim, in 
the Bavarian circle of the Rhine, were afterwards 
destroyed, but no general engagement occurred ; 
and in the middle of October the army repassed 
the Rhine, and marched back to the Nether- 



* Major Honeywood reccWed five woiinda ; he was thomght dead, 
and stripped, and in that state Uy six hours on t!ic field of IwtUe, 
He was, with Captain Brawn^. and Lieutenant Robiuson, reported 
dead^ butalt three recovered. We leam from a phvute letter from 
General Bland, publL^ed in th^ GentlemAn's Magazine, that all hia 
oScerf^ were wounded except two, but thoy gallantly rcfuaed to be 
reported bo, and remained with the regimenL 

t The loss of the Thiri> Draoooss was equal tn that of the whole 
of thu other cavalry regiments, excepting Ligocler's horflc, now 
aeventli dragoun guards, 

D 
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1743 lands in eight divisions*. The royals, greys, 
and King's Own dragoons, with the Scots higli- 
landers, forming the first division, proceeded 
through the duchy of Nassau^ the provinces of 
Limburg, Liege, and South Brabant, to Brussels, 
where they arrived OQ the 16th of November, 
and on the following day continued their march 
for West Flanders, to pass the winter in quarters 
at Glient. 

1744 Notwithstanding its severe loss the regiment 
remained in Belgium, and being joined by a 
number of recruits, in the spring of 1744, it took 
the field, and in June it formed part of the army 
encamped on the banks of the Scheldt, near 
Oudenarde, in East Flanders. During the sum- 
mer it was employed in operations in the province 
of Hainault, and in levying contributions in 
the French territory towards Lisle. In Octo- 
ber it marched into quarters at Ghent : and by 
the Muster Rolls for this year we find its num- 
bers were 538. 

1745 After leaving their winter quarters about the 
middle of April, 1745, the King's Own were 
encamped a short time near Brussels, where they 
were reviewed by his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cumberland. They were afterwards assem- 
bled with the array at Soignies, The French 

* It is said that when tbe King' reviewed hi^ army, previous to 
leaving them in 1743^ be noticed the deficiency in the ranka of the 
TniHD, hy sharply asking whoae regiBJoijt it wafr, and what hod be- 
come of the remamder of it, * Fleaae your Majesty,' wbs the re- 
ply of Ocne^ral Bland, ' )(. ie my regiment, and I believe the remain- 
' der oi'vt h at Detlingea.' 
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having assembled a numerous army and besieged 1745 
Toumay, the Duke of Cumberland resolved to 
attempt the relief of that fortress ; the army» 
accordingly, advanced, and on the 28th of April 
took post at Leuse* On the following day a 
squadron of the Kit^g's Own was employed, 
with other troops, in drivmg back the enemy's 
advanced-posts, and on the 30th the battle of 
Ponteiwy took place ; when the gallant efforts 
and brilliant success of the British were rendered 
unavailing by the failure of tlie Dutch. After 
an action of several hours the Kino*s Own dra- 
goons were ordered forward, and they charged 
the enemy with their accustomed gallantry ; but 
under such disadvantageous circumstances that 
their manly efforts only retarded tlie fate of the 
day. The Duke of Cumberland ordered a re- 
treat, and the army marched to the vicinity 
of Aeth. The enemy had great advantage in 
numbers, in artillery, and in the favourable 
ground they occupied ; the loss was nearly equal 
on both sides, and the Allies lost no honour, 
thougli compelled to retire. The King's Own 
had nine private men, and twenty-eight horseR, 
killed; Captain Wade, Quarter-Master Cor- 
bidge, fourteen private nien» and thirty-foue 
hor&GS wounded; — and Comet Bland, two non- 
commissioned-officers, fifteen men, and twenty- 
three horses missing. 

The regiment was afterwards encamped on the 
banks of the Dender, near Lessines ; from whence 
it proceeded with the army on the 30th of June, 

d2 
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1745 to Grammont in West Flanders, and was subse- 
quently encamped before Brussels. 

In the mean time Charles-Edward, eldest son 
of the Pretender, had arrived in Scotland, and, 
being joined by several of the highland clans, he 
asserted his father's pretensions to the throne. 
There being few troops in Scotland at this time, 
the rebellion soon made alarming progress; when 
orders were given for the return of several regi- 
ments from the continent, and the King's Own 
were among the first troops ordered home. 

Having embarked at Williamstadt, the regi- 
ment, after a boisterous passage, arrived in the 
River Thaniea on the 25th of October, and 
immediately landed and proceeded towards the 
north. On the 10th of November it joined the 
army of Lieut en ant- Gen era! Sir John LigonlcFj 
then assembling near Lichfield, On tlie advance 
of tiie rebels towards Derby, the reginient formed 
part of the army commanded by his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Cumberland ; and when the 
highlanders retreated towards Scotland, it was 
sent in pursuit. It left Lichfield on this service 
on the 9th of November ; on the 11th, it was at 
Macclesfield ; on the 13th at Wigao, and on the 
evening of the 19th — after ten hours' march — 
it arrived on Clifton Moor, three miles from 
Penrith ; at the same time the rear-guard of the 
rebel army, consisting of two battalions of high- 
landers and some hussars, occupied the village, 
and lined the hedges on both sides of the road. 

The sun had set; the shades of evening were 
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gatbering over the little village of Clifton, and 1745 
distant objects were scarcely discern iblej when 
the King's Own, and a few detachments from 
other corps, forming the advance-guard of the 
royal army, having diamountedj proceeded in 
compact order to attack .the rebels. As the 
troops approached the enclosures, the highlanders 
opened a sharp fire, which re-echoed along the 
vale, and was soon answered by volley a of mus- 
ketry from the dragoons. After several rounds, 
the King's Own were ordered to retire a few 
paces ; w\niu the highlanders, mistaking this for 
a flight, raised a loud shout and rushed forward 
with sword and pistol ; but they were well re- 
ceived by the dragoons with their broad-swords, 
and a fierce combat ensued, hand to hand, both 
sides displaying great bravery. Some of the 
higblanders broke their swords on the steel caps 
of the dragoons* when they drew their daggers, 
and continued the fight with great obstinacy. 
Eventually, however, the dragoons proved victo- 
rious, and the rebels made a precipitate retreat to 
Penrith, The loss of the King's forces on this 
occasion was twelve men killed and twenty-five 
wounded, amongst whom were four officers of 
tbe King's Own, viz., Lieutenant-Colonel Honey- 
wood*, Captain East, and Cornets Owen and 



• The Bword of Licuteiiaiit*Colonel Honeywood, of the Kiog'a 
Own Jnigoons, whu M the attack at the affair of Clifton Moor, 
(Detsmbcr 10, 1746,') wbs, on that *>rticer'a being cut down, takcQ 
puBSCi^siuii of hy the chid' ul' the Mtu:ph«raous, which dan Formed 
l>art oj' the n'or-g^iard of the rehel axmy. It h sUll id €<UtCDC& 
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17^5 Harailton. The rebels Lad about twenty killed, 
and Captain Hamilton of tlie hussars with about 
seventy meu taken prisoners*. 

The King'3 Own afterwards marched in pur- 
suit of the rebels to Cariislej and were stationed 
near the town during the siege, which was termi- 
nated by the surrender of the place on the 30th 
of December. 

1746 The regiment continued to advance into Scot- 
land, and is mentioned in the list of the Duke of 
Cumberland's army in the spring of 1746- On 
the 14th of February it was detached to Dundee, 
and after the suppression of the rebellion^ returned 



* ' I*ord George Murray, who alwaye commanded the rear-guard 
' of tbe rebels, toot possession of a village called Cllf^on^ two mile? 
' short of Penrithf and ordered Colont^li Joho Stuart and Clunie 
' Maepherson, with Ihdr rc^Lments, :Sl]pported by tim M^icdanalda 
'of Keppockf to take post at the bottom of the moor, when; they 
' were covered by the hedges and ditchcB. There were aljo some 
' hussars in the village, who had just came ^am LowtHcr Hatl. 

' About an hour after aunset the King's troops appeared upon the 
' moor, and three hundred of Colontl lloneywood's dragoons dia- 

* moLtntHl and marched forward to attack the rebels, who fired from 
' behind the hedges. After a few volley's the dragoons were ordered 

* to retire a few paces, when the highlandcrs, mistaking thiiS for a 

* flight, rushed forward with sword and pistol ; but were well 

* received by the dragoons, who had drawn their Bwords. Now the 
'shouts began, the clashing of swords is heard, the pistols are Gred;^ 

* and the eveiit seems doubtful. Some of the rebera swords broke 

* upon the steel caps of the Uragoone, whereupon they draw their 
' daggers and fight with great obstinacy. 

' Thus (hey continiicJ for about an houTt when the rebels, observing 
' the rcaolutioii of the dragoonSj retired ueroas the ditch with pre^ 

* cipitalLon, and carried consternation to Penrith. Such was the 
'skirmi&b at Cliftou, in which twelve of the drogooRs were slain and 

* twenty-four wounded. On the side of the rebels wen? slain twenty, 
'and seventy taken prieonci's.' — Hi&tonj of the Rebeliioti, 
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to En^land^ where it was enjployed in guarding 1748 
the rebel prisoners at York. The establishmeot 
continued the same in this year, as it did in the 1747 
following, but after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
in 1748, the numbers were reduced to 285, the 1748 
regiment being then quartered at Bury St 
Edmunds. 

A regulation was issued on the lat July, 1751^ 1751 
relative to the clothing and standards of the 
several regiments; from which the following 
particulars haye been extracted relative to the 
King's Own dragoons. 

Coats — scarlet ; double breasted ; without lap- 
pels ; lined with light blue; slit sleeves turned 
up with liglit blue; the button-holes worked with 
narrow yellow lace ; the buttons of yellow metal, 
set on three and three ; a long slash pocket in 
each skirt, and a yellow worsted aiguillette on the 
right shoulder. 

Waistcoats and Breeches — light blue. 

Hats — bound with gold lace, and ornamented 
with a yellow metal loop, and a black cockade. 

Boots — of jacked leather. 

Cloaks — of scarlet cloth» with a light blue 
collar, and lined with light blue shalloon; the 
buttons set on three and three upon yellow frogs 
or loops, with a light blue stripe down the 
centre. 

Horse FuitNiruftE — of light blue cloth ; the 
holster-caps and housings having a border of 
royal lace, with a red strii>e down the centre ; the 
white horse within the garter, embroidered on 
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1751 each corner of the housing ; and on the holster^ 
caps, the King*s cipher and crovra, with III.D 
underneath. 

Officers — distinguished by gold lace ; their 
coats and waistcoats bound with gold embroidery ; 
the button-holes worked with gold ; and a crimson 
silk sash worn across the left shoulder. 

Quarter- Mastees — to wear a crimson sash 
round the waist. 

Serjeants^ — ^to have narrow gold lace on the 
cuffs, pockets and shoulder-straps ; gold shoulder- 
knots or aiguillettes, and yellow and light blue 
woi^ted sashes tied round the waist. 

Drummers and Hautboys — clothed in scarlet 
coats lined with light blue, and ornamented with 
royal lace with a blue stripe down the centre; 
their waistcoats and breeches of blue cloth. 

Guidons — The first or King's guidon to be of 
crimson silk, embroidered and fringed with gold 
and silver ; in the centre the rose and thistle con- 
joined, and crown over them, with the motto Dieu 
et mon Droit underneath : the white horse in a 
compartment in the first and fourth corners, and 
IILD in gold characters on a light blue ground 
in a compartment in the second and third corners. 
The second and third guidons to be of light blue 
silk, in the centre the white horse within the 
garter on a crimson ground, and motto Neca^era 
terrent : the white horse on a scarlet ground in 
the £rst and fourth compartments, and III.D 
within a wreath of roses and thistles upon a scarlet 
ground in the second and tliird compartments. 
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In 1752 Lieut-General Bland was removed to 1752 
the King's dragoon guards, and His Majesty con- 
ferred the colonelcy of His Own Dragoons oa 
James Lord Tyrawley from the fourteenth dra- 
goons. 

In 1753 the King*s Own lay at Colchester, 1753 
and in 1754 at Croydon. In December of this 1754 
year it was broken up into half troop?, and em- 
ployed on coast duty : being scattered along the 
sea coast, from Shoreham to the Isle of Wight. 

In April, 1753, Lord Tyrawley was removed to 1755 
the second foot guards, and King George II. con- 
ferred the colonelcy of His Own Dragoons on 
George Earl of Albemarle, from the twentieth 
foot 

In June, of the same year, the whole regiment 
assembled at Lewes, where it remained till July, 
1756. At this time the King's Own, in common 1756 
with the other regiments of dragoons, received the 
addition, novel to the British service, of a light 
troop. In July it marched to Reading, and in 
December of the same year, to Northampton. 

The regiment marched to Henley, Amersham, 1757 
and High Wycombe in June, 1757; and war 
having been declared against France in May, 
1753, the light troop, then commanded by Captain 1758 
St. Leger, was ordered into camp on South Sea 
Common, for the purpose of forming, with the 
light troops of eight other regiments, part of the 
force intended for a descent on the coast of Frauce, 
thuwhole forming a brigade, under Colonel Eliott, 
afterwards Lord Heathfield. The troops embarked 
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1758 May 19th, sailed June the Ist, and arrived on the 
French coast so as to land in Cancalle Bay on the 
5th. On the 7Eh the army moved on St. Maloes, 
the light troops forming the advauce guard, and 
encamping about a mile from the town. 

As soon as night fell, the piquets and light 
dragoons were detached against the harbour and 
the suburbs of St. Servan, being ordered, if pos- 
sible, to destoy the stores. This object they 
effected with equal judgment and determination, 
setting fire to the storehouses and vessels in the 
harbour, together with the magazines of tar^ pitch, 
rope, fitc, so completely performing their work, 
as totally to ruin the whole of the marine stores, 
and to destroy one man-of-war of 50 guns, one of 
36, and all the privateers, some of 30 guns each ; 
the vessels destroyed amounting to upwards of 100 
sail, and the fire continuing to ra^e all night. 
The light dragoons afterwards advanced to the 
town of Dol, where, in several slight affairs, they 
showed great zeal and activity. On the 11th, 
they re-«mbarked, and the fleet sailed on the 16th, 
remaining, however^ some time longer on the 
coast of France, and watching another oppor- 
tunity to land. This being rendered impracti- 
cable by the weather, the fleet returned, and 
arrived at Spithead on the first of July, The 
light troops remained at Portsmouth for some 
time^ and many experiments were made with 
boats of different constructions, in order to ascer- 
tain the practicability of landing men and horses 
in rough weather. 
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In August the brigade of light dragoons pro- i758 
ceeded on a second expedition, and a landing 
having been effected in the Bay des Marees, 
Cherbourg was taken, and the fortifications, and 
vessels in the harbour were destroyed. A descent 
was afterwards efiected in the Bay of St. Lunar, 
and au incursion made into the adjacent country ; 
but on re-embarking, the rear guard was attacked, 
and it sustained some loss. In December, the 
light troops landed and went into quarterSj the 
light troop of the King*s Own being quartered at 
Maidenhead. So completely had these troops 
answered the expectations entertained of them, 
that, in the next year, the first English regiment of 
light dragoons (the present fifteenth hussars) was 
rnised under Brigadier-General Eliott; and in June, 
1759, each light troop received an augmentation 1759 
of one lieutenant, one serjeant, and twenty-nine 
privates. On the 7th of November, the King's 
Own marched to Hounslow and Brentford, re- 
lieving the royals, who proceeded to Essex. 

On the 21st of June, 1760*, the regiment re- 1760 
ceived orders to prepare for embarkation for 
Germany, to join the army of Prince Ferdinand. 
These orders were, however, countermanded, and ^761 
in 17C1 and 1762 the regiment was successively 1762 
quartered at Roinfoixl, Colchester, Uxbridge, and 
Chelmsford. 

• Id April, 1760, Lieut-Colond Dalrymple, of the Kikg^b Own 
Dkagoo!(b, [Hiblished an viBAy dedicated to His Royal Higbn^B tJie 
Prince of WaJcH (afterward* G*K>rge III.) on the raising, onning, 
dothitig. And disciplining of the British cafatry and infentry, in which 
the rc>intjw[iictlot) of imnmUFa and tanccrs Was rpcoinmendcil. 



44 



HISTORICAL EECORD OF THE THIRD, 



1763 Peace having been restored by the treaty of 

FoBtainbleau ; in April, 1763, the light troop was 

disbanded at Putney ; but a few men of each 

troop were afterwards equipped as light dragoons. 

In June the King's Own lay at York, and re- 

l7G4iiiained there till the spring of 1764, when they 
marched to Scotland, and occupied Dalkeitli, 
Lreith, Haddin^oHj Musselburgh, and Linlith- 
gow; and orders were received for remountiug 
with long-tailed horses •. 

1765 ^^ 1765, the regiment lay at Coventry and 

1766 Warwick, and in the next year passed tlie summer 
at Reading, where it was reviewed on the lOth of 
May, afterwards taking up winter quarters at 
Dorchester, Blandford, and Sherbourne. At the 
same time the drummers on the establishment 
were ordered to be replaced by trumpeters. 

1767 The King's Own were employed on coast duty 
lycoin 1767 and 1768; in the first year in Kent and 

Sussex, head quarters at Lewes ; and the second 
in Suffolk and Essex, head quarters at Ipswich. 
1769 ^^^^ troops lay at York and one at Hull in 1769, 
.--j, and in the next year the regiment marched to 
Scotland, head quartersj with three troops, being 
stationed at Hamilton^ and detachments at Lin- 
lithgow, Irvine, and Kilmarnock. 
ly^l In the year 1771, the King's Own lay at 
Preston, Blackburn, Wigan, and Warrington ; and 



* The regiment tvas originally moUDted on lung'-laiiled holies; the 
lashjon of the short dock waa iiitrodutcsd a few years after the 
RcvoLuti'On m IfiSg, but the practice did aot bc(x>[uc gtricnil until 
about 1709. 
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in 1772 at Worcester, Persliore, and Brorasgrove. 177'2 
III October of this year the colonelcy was con- 
ferred ou the Honourable Charles Fitzfoy (after- 
wards Lord Southampfcon)*, from the fourteenth 
dragoons, in succession to the Earl of Albemarle, 
deceased. 

In June, 1773, we find the regiment employed .--g 
in aid of the revenue service on the coast of Kent, 
with its head-quarters at Canterbury. The year 
1774 was spent at Northampton^ and in April, 1774 
1775, the regiment was again marclied toScotland, J775 
being at East Retford in August, and in the 
autumn taking up quarters at Haddington, Dal- 
keith, and Musselburgh. In December of the same 
year, one troop was detached as far as Wakefield, 
and in the spring of 1776, the whole regiment 1770 
followed to the south, and was quartered at 
Coventry, Lichfield, and Birmingham, 

In 1777, the King*s Own were reviewed at 1777 
Newbury, and thence took up winter quarters at 
Blandford, Dorchester and Sherbaurne. Early 
in 1778 they were ordered to Salisbury, there to ^^ja 
be reviewed, and thence proceeded to Suffolk, and 
were encamped on Culford Heath, under the 
command of Lieuten ant-General Warde, finally 
going into winter quarters in Sussex, and being 
employed there oncoastduty during the remainder 
of the year. The regiment had, for many years, 
been in possession of a pair of Kettle Dhums, in 
consequence of having taken them from the enemy, 

• On hia oppointmcnt hia Lady prcecnted to the regiment a lilvcr 
collar cngraviKl with mitjtary devices to b« worn by the kettle 
iliVDimcr. This oraaniciat im still preserved. 



46 HI8TOHlCAt RECORD OF THE THIRD, 

1778 and on the 25th of December, 1778, an additional 
man and horse was placed upon the establisbrnent, 
which gave the regiment its complement of Trum- 
peters besides the kettle drummer ; being granted 
by His Majesty in compliance with a memorial 
from the Colonel*. 

1779 In the spring of 1779, the men of the regiment 
equipped aa light ^dragoons, were incorporated, 
with detachments from other corps, into a regi- 
ment» which was numbered the twenty-first light 
dragoons. 

In consequence of the alarming riots in London 

1780 in 1780, the regiment was ordered thither, and 
was quartered about Islington, furnishing the 
piquets in Portnian Square during the trial of 
Lord George Gordon, and having a party stationed 
in Apsley House, then the property of Lord 
Chancellor Bathurst. 

' To the Right Honourable Lord Viacouut Bamngton His 
Majesty's SecriStary at War, &c. &e. &c. 

^ The Ttiflmorial of Lieut-General Charles 

' Fitatoy, Coiimel of thti Third, King's Own, 

' Regiment of Drugoons. 

' Rrprbsbnth 

' That the sixth trumpeter, being^ a Jtettlo ilmmmer, ia a grot in- 
' convcniency, one troop always remaining without » trumpeter : 

* the kettle drums being a mark of distinction allowed by foyal 

* favour, aflit is reported, for having' token tbem Iroin the enemy at llie 

* battle of Ag-brim ; your memorialist humbly prays that you witl 
' represent it to His Majesty^ that an additional Irumjjetcr muy be 

* allowed, as in the Royal Irigh Itegiment of Dragoons, and other 

* regiments having kettle drtims.' 

N,B. Notwithptnnding this document, there is every reason for 
believing that tliQ kettle drums were taken at DettiageOf and not 
at Aghritti. Every endenvocjr has been msidc to discover positive 
information on the subject, without success. It appears From ofGcjfll 
doeuments th^it four pair of kettle druma were captured at Dettingen : 
bat thtre is no mention of any kettle dnim sat Aghrim taken. 
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In 1781, having been reviewed by His Majesty ijsi 
in Hyde Park, the King's Own matched into 
Sutfolk ; and in 1782, were quartered at Derby, 1782 
Leicester^ and Nottingham, thence proceeding to 
Manchester in the autumn- In 1783, after the 17S3 
spring review they marched to Newcastle-on- 
Tyne and Durham, assembled at the latter place 
for inspection in September, and then returned 
to their old quarterg for tbe winter. 

The King's Own, for the third time In fourteen 1784 
years, entered Scotland in 1734, and took up 
their old quarters at Dalkeith, Leith, and Had- 
dington. Here they were inspected by Major- 
General Mactay, and soon after detached a 
troop to Dumfries. In July, J 785, the six troops 1785 
were at Manchester, and thence, in 1786, prO'17aG 
ceeded to Worcester, then a general place of 
inspection for cavalry. At this station they were 
inspected by Major-General Philipson, and, after 
a stay of about six weeks, went into winter quai- 
ters at Hereford, Ludlow, and Leominster. 

In May, 1787, the regiment assembled at Here- 1797 
ford to be reviewed by Major-General Douglas. It 
was ordered, on the rumour of a Russian arma- 
ment, to hold itself in readiness to join any force 
that might be assembled; but, nothing taking 
place, it went into winter quarters at Dorchester^ 
Blandford, and Poole. In 1788, it moved to J788 
Salisbury, was there reviewed, and then quartered 
at Winchester. 

Early in 1789^ the regiment marched to Read- 1789 
ing. Il was there reviewed by His Majesty, 
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1789 George III., on Ashford Common, and marched 

1790 to Ipswich, where it remained until 1790, and, 
being then reviewed at Stamford, took up winter 
quarters at York and Lincoln. 

1791 At York all the troops assembled for inspection 
in the spring of 1791, and, for the fourth time 

3792 marched to Scotland and were for two yeara 
quartered at Dumfries, being in that period 
twice inspected by Major-General Leslie. 

1793 Id the spring of 1703, the King's Own re- 
ceived an order to augment three troops, and, 
after a short halt at Manchester^ proceeded to 
Birmingham. From this place, four troops, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Waller, were 
detached back to Scotland, in consequence of 

1704 serious riots ill that partof the kingdom. In 1794 
the regiment was ordered to ftirni&h one hundred 
men, towards forming a regiment of cavalry for 
service in the West Indies ; the newly-formed 
regiment was numbered the twenty-sixth light 
dragoons, and afterwards, on a redaction of regi- 
ments taking place, the twenty-third. In the 
same year a squadron from the troops in England, 
and one troop from those in Scotland, were ordered 
to embark to join the troops on the continent. 
The troop in Scotland marched a day or two, 
and was then recalled in consequence of the dis- 
turbed state of the country ; and the squadron 
embarked at Blackwall, and was actually at sea, 
when it was recalled by a king's cutter, landed, 
and sent to Watford, 

1795 In 1795, the troops returned from Scotland, 
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Iiaving had most harassing clut}' for two winters ; 1795 
and in the spring of 1796, the whole regiment as- 1796 
sembled at Salisbury under Lord Cathcart, thence 
proceeding to the camp at Weymouth, and finally 
taking up winter quarters in Exeter. 

The colonelcy of the King's Own Dhagoons 1797 
was conferred in March 1797 ou Major-General 
Francis Lascelles from the eighth dragoons, in 
succession to Lord Southampton, deceased. 

During the summer, the King's Own were 
again encamped at Weymouth ; and on the break- 
ing up of the camp, marched to Northampton, 
where the ninth troop was reduced* 

In May, 1798, the regiment marched to Not- 1798 
tingham, where an entire change took place in 
the arms and clothing; the long skirt was 
abolished, and instead of the musket and brace 
of large pistols before used, the men received 
the carbine and single pistol* 

On the 10th of June, 1799, the regiment 1799 
marched to form part of the cavalry camp on 
Swinley Downs, near Windsor, at which place 
it received orders to join the armament under 
Lieut,-General Sir Ralph Abercromby, then about 
to proceed to the Helder. These orders, however, 
were countermanded ; and, at the breaking up 
of the camp, the regiment marched to Reading. 
Duiiog the time of encampment, Lt.-Colonel 
Callow* being appointed deputy governor of 
Quebec, was succeeded by Lt-Colonel Waller, and 



* This officPT entered Uie serrice July 2dth, 1763. 
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1799 on the 4th of September, General Str Charles 
Grey from the eighth dragoons succeeded General 
Lascelles as colonel. At this period the tails of 
the horses were again shortened, having been 
worn of the natural length since 1764. 

1800 In February, 1800, the King*s Own marched 
to Trowbridge, but only remained there a few 
weeks, and then proceeded to Chester to be 
reviewed. At this place an augmentation of two 
troops took place, making a total of ten ; and 
on the 22nd of September, the whole regiment 
marched to Lancashire, thence to Carlisle, and, 
in December, to Scotland, the head-quarters 
being established at Hamilton ; three troops, under 
the command of Major Wade, being detached to 

1801 Carlisle and Penrith, At Hamilton, the regi- 
ment was reviewed by Major-Generals Erskine 
and Vyse, and tlie present system of casting 
horses annually first introduced ; and as it was 
considered the peculiar privilege of the regiment 
to have black ho7\ses exclusively, those that had 
the slightest shade of brown, were sent to the 
fourth dragoon guards, none but black horses 
being retained, with the exception of one white 
for the kettle-drums. 

1802 After the peace of Amiens in 1802, two troops 
were reduced ; the number of men in the others 
being also reduced from 100 to 64 ; and, on the 
11th of August, the King's Own embarked at 
Port-Patrick for Ireland, proceeded to Dundalk, 

1803 and in the spring of 1803 marched to Belturbet. 
Here they were reviewed by Major-General Sir 
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James Afleck, and were actively employed in 1803 
patrolling the country during the excitement 
caused by the disturbances in Dublin, to which 
place they proceeded in March, 1804, and were 1804 
quartered iu the royal barracks.* 

On the 5th of April, 1805. the first division, 1S05 
iraraediately followed by the others^ embarked 
for Liverpool, and marched to Nottingham, where 
the regiment remained for two years; the second 1806 
years halt being at the express request of the 
magistrates of Nottingham and Louth, The war 
having been resumed, two additional troops were 
added to the establishment. 

The regiment marched to Chichester in May 1807 
1807, and being there reviewed by Major-General 
Hugonin, proceeded to Brighton, and was en- 
camped on the hills above the present barracks, 
for the purpose of being reviewed, in conjunction 
with the first dragoon guards, by His Royal 
Highness the Duke of York. On the breaking 

• Lieui.-Cubnul {a<tw G@neml} Godfrey Bwil Mandy, who tud 
been pnnnoted in 1T95, to b lieutenancy in the Third Drogooni, 
vtas aJvunced to th& ]teutc?niuit>calanetcy of the ro^ment on ibe Snd 
July, 1803, and contifiui^d in the ronimand of it until the 2nd July, 
181?, when ill-beaitfa ohlig:ed Vuu (o refinquiah the cavalry lervice, 
and to exchange to the infiintry. In the year 1804 a colldclion of 
fltanding ordcra far the Tiiird Kiug^'a Own Dragoons waa compiled 
and Unietl by Lieutenant Colond Mundy, in which the duties of 
CTcfy rank of officer, aod nom-commisaioned ofGcor, a£ well aa private 
soldier, in all lituutions of service', whether at homn or abrMd^ are 
ably and mituxieiy deflned, and in M'bich the oBiccn and sul<ii«'rs are 
urgi^nily recommended to devote their hour& of leimrc to tlie Hiudy of 
the duties of Ih^^ir proroaslon. This code of duci|ili[ie was untfomily 
acted ujMa until the departure of the regiment for India iu Iha year 
1 837^ and is prohahty maintained in this gaJlaot corps at the [ireseot 
tune. 

e2 
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1807 up of the camp, the Thihd marched to Chichester, 
but were shortly ordered to Canterbury, where a 
brigade was formed, consisting of the secoud 
dragoon guards, and third and fourth dragoons. 

1809 In January, 1809, the regiment received orders 
to embark at Portsmouth^ for the purpose of 
joining the army in Spain, under Lieut-General 
Sir John Moore, and had advanced some days' 
march, when it was recalled^ on the arrival of the 
news of the retreat of the British troops toCorunna. 

On the 20th of July, the regiment received 
orders to march to Rarasgate, and was imme- 
diately embarked for Holland under the com- 
mand of Lieut.- Colon el Mundy, forming part of 
an expedition designed to effect the destruction of 
the French shipping and arsenal on the Scheldt. 
After remaining in the Downs for six days, the 
fleet sailed, and arrived off Walcheren on the 29th, 
remaiuing there upwards of a fortnight ; and 
after the capture of Flushing* proceeded up the 
Scheldt as far as Fort-Batz, The enemy's ship- 
ping had, in the meantime, been removed higher 
up the river, and an immense force assembled to 
oppose the British arraament; at the same time 
an epidemic disease broke out among the English 
soldiers. The fleet consequently retired down the 
river, and sailed for England ; the King's Own 
disembarked at Kamsgate in September following, 
and proceeded to occupy Canterbury, as before the 
expedition. 

1810 I^ April, 1810, in consequence of the riots in 
London, occasioned by the House of Commons 
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having ordered Sir Francis Burdett to be lodged ISIO 
in custody in the Tower, the regiment was hastily 
ordered thither, marching all night, and arriving 
inSouthwark at 7 a.m. The men were billeted 
OT] tlie south side of the Thames ; an hotel near 
Westminster Bridge being the head quarters, and 
the Obelisk the alarm post. After the suppression 
of the riots, the regiment was ordered to Guildford, 
where it was reviewed by his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cambridge^ who was pleased to express 
his entire approbation of its appearance and dis- 
cipline. On the release of Sir Francis Burdett 
from the Tower, the regiment was again sent to 
London, but remained there a few nights only, 
and then returned to Guildford. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France, 1811 
having conquered Portugal, had placed his 
brother Joseph on the throne of Spain, supported 
by a French army. The efforts of the Spaniards 
and Portuguese to regain their liberty, wliich 
commenced in 1 SOS, were continued to be aided 
by the British government, and a force, amounting 
at tliis time to nearly sixty thousand meiiT had 
been assembled in Portugal under the command 
of Lieutenant-General the Viscount Wellington. 

In June, 1811, the King's Own Dragoons, 
having been reviewed on Wimbledon Common 
by His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, were, 
on their return to Guildford, completed to the field 
establishment by a draft of a hundred horses* from 

* This ie the firs! instance in which the King's Own look horses 
of any colour, but black or brown ; even the brown hurscs had been 
transferred. 



54 



HISTORICAL RECORD OF THE THIRD, 



1811 the second dragoon guards, and ordered forthwith 
to proceed to the Ptsninsiila. On the 25th and 27th 
of July the regiment embarked at Portsmouth, 
landed in the following month at Lisbon, under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Mundy, and 
having met with favourable weather during the 
voyage, the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding was 
enabled to cause particular attention to be paid to 
the horses in regard to cleanliness, exercise, &c. 
The mode adopted for this purpose was as follows ; 
three or four horses were backed into the hold, 
where they were walked round for a quarter of 
an hour; their feet washed, and hand-rubbed; 
and they were shod, if necessary; by these means 
their state of health and efficiency, on their dis- 
embarkation at Lisbon, were such, that upon 
lauding tliey were capable of undertaking imme- 
diate service. 

The regiment was reviewed at Belem by Major- 
General Le Marchant» and mustered as follows : — 
1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 Major, 6 Captains, 
9 Lieutenants, 1 Comet, 1 Surgeou, 1 Assistant 
Surgeon, 5 Troop Quarter-Masters, 1 Regimental 
Serjeant-Major, 1 Paymaster Serjeant, 1 Troop 
Serjeant-MajoFj 24 Serjeants, 24 Corporals, 6 
Trumpeters, 6 Farriers, 480 Privates, and 518 
Troop Horses. 

The King's Own left Belem on the 19th of 
September^ under the commaud of Major Clowes, 
(the Lieutenant Colonel having been compelled 
by sickness to remain at Lisbon,) and marching 
through Villa Franca and Santarem, arrived at 
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Abrantea in Portuguese Efitremadiiraonthe27th* 1811 
Here they remained until the 15th October, and 
then advanced through Niza and Villa Velha to 
Caatello Brauco in the province of Beira, where 
they were reviewed on the 7th of December, by 
Lieutenaut-General Sir Stapleton Cotton, who ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the very effective state 
of the men and horses. 

In consequence of the extreme difficulty of pro- 
curing forage, the centre squadron moved, on the 
SI St of December, to Idanha a Nova on the frontiers 
of Spain, and in these quarters the regiment re- 
mained till the beginning of 1812, when it was 1812 
ordered to the front to form part of the army 
covering the siege of Chidad Rodrigo, being quar- 
tered at Aldea de Ponte and Fundao, and expe- 
riencing great inconvenience from the scarcity of 
forage. 

In February, Lord Wellington having resolved 
on the siege of Badajoz, the capital of Spanish 
Estxemadura, the King's Own marched south 
with their brigade (the fifth dragoon guards, and 
fourth dragoons,) and arrived at Borba in the 
Alemtejo on the 5th of March. On the 16th, a 
pontoon bridge was thrown over theGuadiana, and 
Badajoz was invested ; the day previous to which 
the brigade moved from Borba, and crossing the 
bridge, formed the advance guard of the covering 
army, which continued to advance till it arrived 
at the foot of an extensive chain of mountains 
called the Sierra Morena. On the 26th, the King's 
Own marched at sunset from Medina to Campo, 
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1812 and at miduight joined a force under Lieut.* Ge- 
neral Sir Thomas Graham, destined to surprise 
three battalions of Freach infantry and two regi- 
ments of cavalry lying in Llerena. Owing to a 
mistake on the part of the Chasseurs Britanrnqnes 
(who formed the advance of the infantry column), 
the projected surprise failed, and the French re- 
tired into the mountains during the night, and 
took post at Azuaga, a town nine miles to the south 
of Llerena, On the 29th of March, after a sharp 
affair, the French were driven from Azuaga, and 
tlie head quarters of the Brigade were established 
tliere. The authorities of this town gave a superb 
entertainment to SirStapletou Cotton. 

On the night of the 31st of March, a man de- 
serted, whoj it is supposed, gave information of 
the situation and strength of the British outpost ; 
and on the 1 st of April, a strong French force was 
detached to cut off the piquets at La Granja. A 
patrol, coinmanded by Comet Ratclifie of the 
Third, having met with the enemy's advance 
guard, was driven in, and the two British squa- 
drons were attacked by seven squadrons of French 
cavalry, supported by infantry. After a severe 
struggle, the enemy, perceiving their surprise 
had failed, retired, and the piquets resumed their 
station-* In this affair the King's Own lost thir- 
teen men and twelve Iiorses. 

On the 2nd of April, Marshal Sou It's army 



• The attack was made under the direction of Marshal iSoult in 
■petson, who himself eiwieavoured to gain ioformatiicin from the 
piTBOTiers. 
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haying advanced from Seville, with a view to raise 1812 
the siege of Badajoz, the covering array began to 
retire hefore the superior numbers of the French. 
This retreat was continued through U&agre, Villa 
Franca, and Almandralejo, upon Albuhera, where, 
being supporteil by the besieging force, the army 
went into position on the 9th, and preparations 
were made for a general action. Soult, however, 
having heard of the fall of Badajoz, commenced a 
retro^ade movement towards the frontiers of 
Andalusia on the UHh ; on whicli day Major 
General Le Marehant's brigade, (the fifth dragoon 
guards, Third and fourth dragoons) forming the 
advance of the British, proceeded to Los Santos, 
and again in the night to Bienvenida, with the 
view of gaining tlie flank of the cavalry of a 
French corps (General Drouet's) encamped between 
Usagre and Villa Garcia ; but the enemy retreated. 
The Brigade, however, defiled under cover of 
some heights, and by a fiank movement came up 
with the French on the 1 1th in front of Llerena, 
charging and driving them into that town with 
the loss of one hundred and fifty prisoners, inclu- 
ding several officers. 

Intelligence was received of the advance of Mar- 
shal Marmont, on the north of Portugal. This 
general, leaving Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, on 
his rear, had pushed on as far as Castello Branco, 
thus threatening to destroy the communications of 
the British, by cutting the bridge of boats at 
Villa Velha. It therefore became necessary to 
reinforce the few troops left on that frontier, and 
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1812 Major General Le Marchant's brigade was one of 
those ordered for this service. It marched through 
Elvas, Estremos, Crato, Niza, and Villa Velha to 
Castello Branco, and finally took up its quarters at 
Val-de-rosa; but Marmont having retired into 
Spain on the approach of the British, the brigade 
returned to the Alemtejo, and was, on the 12th of 
April, stationed at Cabeca de Vide, Crato, and 
Fronteira, the King*s Own being at the former 
place. On the 29th they received a sudden order 
to join a brigade of light cavalry, for the purpose 
of covering Lieut. -General Hill in his attack 
upon the tete-de-pont and bridge of boats at 
Almaraz, which brilUant exploit having been 
effected, the regiment returned to Cabeca de Vide 
on the S7th of May. 

On the 1st of June the whole army, with the 
exception of Lieut. -General Hill's corps, moved 
to the north. On the 1 1th, Major-General Le 
Marchant's brigade an'ived at Ciudad Hodrigo, 
and on the iSth was reviewed by Lord Welling- 
ton. On the 13th, the brigade moved forward 
and continued to advance till the 16th» when it 
found the enemy posted near Salaraanoa, and a 
skirmish took place which lasted till night-fall. 
On the IT'th, the brigade crossed the Tormes, and 
was quartered near the village of Cabrerizos, and 
on tlie advance of the French, on the 20th, the 
whole army went into position on the heights 
of St» Christovalj with its right on the Tormes, 
and its left near Villares de la Reyna. On this 
day the brigade, being in front, sustained a can- 
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nonade of about an Lour, and the King*s Own 1812 
lost twenty horses i the regiment afterwards took 
post on the summit of the mountain. 

On the night of the 23rd the French army 
retiredj and was followed at day-break by the 
first and seventh divisions, and Le Marchant's 
brigade of cavalry, which crossed the river by the 
fords of Santa Marta ; when Marshal Marmont, 
after a short delay, returned to his former position, 
and manceuvred for some days on the Tormes, 
but after the reduction of the forts at Salamanca, 
which took place on the 27th, he crossed the 
Doiiro at Tordesillas, closely followed by Lord 
Welling^ton, who, however, did not cross the river, 
but took up a position between Polios and La 
Seca ; Major-GeneralLeMarchant's bri^de being 
stationed at Polios and Naval del Key to watch 
the ford« 

Marshal Marmont being strengthened by a 
division from the Astnrias, pushed a column 
across the river on the 16th of July, in conse- 
quence of which the troops in Polios fell back 
upon Ftiente la Pena. On the 18th, it was 
understood that the enemy's army had passed 
the Douro at Tordesillas, by which manceuvre 
the safety of two divisions, and a brigade of 
cavalry, on the Trebaneos, was much endangered, 
and Major-General Le Marchant's, with two other 
brigades of cavalr}% were quickly moved up to 
cover their retreat, which was effected with tri- 
fling loss. The brigade had entered its bivouac 
near Canizal, when an order was received for a 
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1812 3qaadron of the King's Own to proceed to the 
support of two guns, intended to be placed on 
the hill above Castrillos, This order was soon 
increased to the whole regiment, which, on its 
march, discovered that the enemy was advancing 
in force, and pressing Major-General Alten's 
brigade very closely. Major Clowes immedi- 
ately solicited, and received permission to go to 
their sjupport, and the regiment accordingly ad- 
vanced, and though checked by the fire of some 
French infantry, assisted in driving back the 
enemy's cavalry ; the French infantry continu- 
ing to advance were repulsed by Lien t*- General 
Cole's division, and pursued with great loss. In 
this affair the regiment sustained the following 
loss ; one serjeant-major, six privates, and four 
liorses killed ; lieutenant Braafell, and two pri- 
vates wounded.* 

On the !9th, the Brigade retired to the table 
land above the villages of Vallesa and El Olmo, 
and on the 20th, the hostile armies manoeuvred 
within cannon shot of each other, the French 
moving to their left^ and the British to their 
right. On the 21sfc the British went into their 
old position on the heights of St Christoval, 
and the French crossed the Tonnes at the fords 
of Alba and Huerta, miirchiog to their left. To 

• Lieut.-Co'lonel G. B. Mundy was removed to the Second 
RegimpTit of Foot on the f th July, 1812, and wflS succeeded in the 
Third Dragoons hy Lieut&nant-Colonel Lord Charles Manncra from 
the Twenty-third Light Dragoons: Lieut. -Colonel Lord Chitries 
Manners immsjdtatclj assumed the command of the Kegiment in 
Spain, 
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Oppose this manoeuvre, the British crossed the 1812 
river at Salamanca. In the course of this day*s 
manoeuvres, Major-General Le Marchant'a bri- 
gade crossed the river at the ford of Santa Marta 
three times, and took up Its bivouac on the south 
bank opposite the town. In the course of this 
night so dreadful a thunder-storm burst upon 
the British lines, that the horses broke loose ; 
many vpere lost by running into the French lines, 
and the remainder could not be secured till day- 
break. The King s Own had to send to the rear 
an officer and sixteen men, severely injured by 
the horses, which were all linked together, run- 
ning over them. 

The morning of the SSnd of July, found the 
hostile armies opposed to each other. The Bri- 
tish line was formed with its left on the Tormes, 
and its right on the rocky hills called the 
Arapiles; Major-General LeMarcbant's brigade, 
quitting its bivouac ground, formed line in the 
centre of the position, to check the advance of 
the enemy's cavalry. The French marshal ma- 
noeuvTed to gain the road to Ciudad Rodrigo; 
his dragoons, after some skirmishing, were com- 
pelled to retire, and the King*s Own again took 
ground to their right, passing the village of 
Arapiles, and forming in support of the fourth 
and fifth divisions. Lord Wellington, taking 
advantage of an injudicious movement made by 
liis opponent^ ordered his divisions forward, and 
the battle commenced. The French, attacked 
while making a complicated evolution, were in- 
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1812 stantly broken, A favourable opportunity for a 
charge of the British heavy cavalry occurring, 
the fifth dragoon guards. King's Own, and fourth 
dragoons, advanced, and a most animated scene 
presented itself. The din of conflict was heard on 
every side; clouds of dust and rising columns of 
smoke darkened the air, and enveloped the British 
squadrons aa they rushed to battle. In front, 
the glittering bayoneta and waving plumes of the 
French infantry were dimly seen through the 
thickened atmospEiere ; against these formidable 
ranks, the English horsemen dashed with terrific 
violence, the weight and fury of their charge 
broke the opposing lines, and in an instant the 
French musketeers were overtlirown and trampled 
down with a terrible clamour and disturbance. 

* Bewildered and blinded, they cast away their 
' arms and ran through the openings of the Bri- 

* tish squadrons, stooping and demanding quarter, 
' while the dragoons, big men, and on big horses, 
' rode onward, emittug with their long glittering 
' swords in uncontrollable power* and the third 

* division followed at speed, shouting as the French 

* masses fell in succession before this dreadful 
' charge/ 

* Nor were these valiant swordsmen yet ex- 
' hausted. Their own general, Le Marchant, 
' and many officers had fallen, but Cotton and 
' all his staff were at their head, and with ranks 
' confused, and blended together in one mass, 
'still galloping forward they sustained from a 
' fresh column an irregular stream of fire which 
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' emptied a liiindred saddles ; yet with fine cou- 1812 
' rage, and downright force, the survivors broke 

* through this the third and strongest body of men 

* that had encountei'ed them, and Lord Edward So- 
' merset, continuing his course at the head of one 
' squadron, with a happy perseverance, captured 
' five gTina, The French left was entirely broken, 
' more than two thousand prisonerg were taken, 

* the French light horsemen abandoned that part 
' of the field, and Thomiere's division no longer 
' existed as a military body. Anson's cavalry, 
' which had passed quite over the hill, and had 
' suffered little in the charge* was now joined by 

* D'Urban*s troopers, and took the place of Le 
' Marchant's exhausted meu ; the heavy German 
' dragoons followed in reserve, and with the third 

* and fifth divisions and the guns formed one 
' formidable line two miles in advance of where 
' Pakenham first attacked, and that impetuous 
^ officer, with unmitigated strength, still pressed 
'■ forward, spreading terror and disorder on the 

* enemy's left*.' 

In this attack Major^General Le Marchant 
received a ball through the body, which termi- 
nated the career of that brave and talented officer. 
Lieutenant Selby, of the King*s Own, was like- 
wise killed by a musket-shot through the left 
breast.f The result of this day was the entire 



* Colonel Napier"^ History of the reninaular War. 

t ' The cavatry, under Sir StapleLon Cotton, niade a most gallant 
' uid Buccessful charge upon a bwiy of French infantry, whicb Ihey 
' overthrew and fut to piecoi. In this charge Mufor-General Le 
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1812 orerthrow of the French, 7,000 prisoners, eleven 
guns aud two eagles remainiTig in the hands of 
the victors. The King's Own earned^ on this 
occasion, the royal permission to bear the word 
* Salamanca,' on their guidons. They sustained 
the following Joss : Killed,^ — Lieutenant Selby, 
one Serjeant, nine privates, and two officers* 
horses, and 13 troop horses. Wounded, — one 
Serjeant, eight privates, and fifteen horses. 

After the action the French retreated upon 
Alba, where they crossed the Tormes, and thence 
through Arevalo, upon Valladolidj sustaining in 
their march a severe loss from the German caval- 
ry, which, having been uninjured in the battle, 
was despatched in pursuit of, and overtook their 
rear-guard three leagues beyond Alba, defeating 
it, and tubing nine hundred prisoners. 

The British army advanced on the route of 
the French, aud entered Valladolid on the 30th 
of July; on the following day Cuellar was occu- 
pied, and on the 6th of August, the army moved 
on Segovia, crossed the Guadarama mountains 
on the 10th, and entered Madrid on the 12th ; 
the brigade, now commanded by Colonel Pon- 
sonby, forming the personal escort of Lord Wel- 
lington. 

After halting seven days at Madrid^ the bri- 
gade moved to St. Ildefonso, where it was can- 
toned for a few days. Intelligence was received 



' Marchant was imfortuTiately killed at the head of his brigade, and 
' I have to regret the \oss of a most able officer,'— Zord Weliinffton't 
Despatch. 
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that the army of General Clausel, who had sue- igld 
ceeded Marmont, was advancing on Valladolid, 
and the British in consequence assembled at 
Olivares and its yicinity. An immediate attack 
was intended ; but the artillery of the fifth division 
not arriving in time, the enemy retired on the 7th 
of September, liaving destroyed the bridge at 
Valladolid. They continued retreating rapidly 
till the 17th, when the immediate vicinity of 
Burgos induced Clausel to m;ike a stand, and 
Colonel Ponsonby*a brigade was ordered to the 
front ; but, before the army could be formed for 
attack, the enemy again retired to Breviesca, 
leaving a strong garrison in the castle of Burgos. 

The castle was invested, and the covering army 
took up a position on the heights of Qaintana 
Palla, the King's Own being at Villa Yerna. 

On the 19th of October, the French General 
Souhara, who now commanded in the place of 
Clausel, being greatly reinforced, resolved to at- 
tempt the relief of Burgos. About four p, m. the 
French attacked and carried the village of Quin- 
tanapalla, but were repulsed in every attempt to 
penetrate farther, and abandoned the village on 
the approach of a force destined to retake it, con- 
sisting of the left wing of infantry, and Ponsonby's 
brigade of cavalry. 

It being ascertained that Marshal Soult and 
Joseph Bonaparte were moving on the Tagus, 
and that Sir Rowland Hill, menaced by such 
powerful forces, could not maintain his position 
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1812 on that river, at the same time his retreat would 
leave the army before Burgos, already in a critical 
situation, qiiice inaulated, the Marquis of Welling- 
ton resolved to retire so far as was necessary to 
form a junction with Sir Rowland Hill; and at 
dusk on the 21st, the army withdrew with such 
celerity and silence that the French were not 
aware of the retreat till the British had reached 
Hormiilas, and did not show in any force till the 
evening of the 22nd of October. On the next 
morning the retrograde movement was continued 
in two columns, Ponsonby*s brigade covering the 
column from Hormillas, and being threatened 
during tlieday by an immense body of cavalry. 
Such was the steadiness of tlie troops, that the 
overwhelming, force of the French could make 
no impression and the column went into bivouac 
for the night on the hills above Cordovilla, with 
little or no loss. 

An hour before daylight on the 24th, the 
colutan, covered by Ponsonby's brigade, filed 
over the bridge of Cordovilla, and in the course 
of the day, the anuy crossed the Carrion, the 
head-quarters being established at Duenas. Early 
on the morning of the 25th, two squadrons of the 
fifth dragoon guards and Third dragoons were 
sent to the bridges of Palencia, to cover the party' 
employed in mining them for destruction, but 
the French, advancing in force, gained possession 
of the bridges in an unbroken state. At this 
place the King's Own lost a man and horse by 
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a round shot, and the party returned iathe evening 1812 
to Duenas ; the army having ia the meantime 
destroyed the bridges at that placCj and at Villa 
Muriel, and the eaemy having been defeated in 
an attempt to cross by the fords. 

The army retired four leagues on the 26th of 
October, and crossed the Pisuerga at Cabezon, in 
which town, and its vicinity, it remained till the 
29th, when it retired early, and crossed the Douro 
at Tudela and Puente del Douro, the bridges at 
which places were blown up, as were those at 
Toro and Zamora ; but the French having possessed 
themaelves of the bridge at TordesillaB, the British 
on tlie following morning took up a position in 
front of it. In this position they remained till 
the 6th of November, when, the enemy having 
repaired the bridge of Toro» it became necessary 
to retire to Torrecilla de laOrdenj and thence, on 
the 7th and Sth, to Salamanca. On the 14th, 
the French crossed the Tormes, and the British 
recommenced their retreat on the following 
morning* and entered Ciudad Rodrigo on the 
18th ; they afterwards went into winter quarters 
on the frontiers of Portugal, the enemy not ad- 
vancing beyond the Yeltes* On the 20th, Pon- 
sonby's brigade was at Albergaria, where it baited 
eight days, after which the King's Own proceeded 
by the route of Guarda, Celerico, and Penhancos, 
to Saixlio. Here the regiment was quartered 
imtil the 28th of December, then at Arganil till 
February lith, 1813, and afterwards at Soure, /S13 

f2 
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1813 near the mouth of the Mondego, until the 19th 
of April. 

On the above day the King's Own moved 
towards the north of Portugal, and rejoined the 
brigade at Braganza^on the 21st of May. On the 
24th the brigade was at 1 abara, and on the 26th 
it crossed theEslaat Pozuela. The enemy inade 
no resistance at the passage of the river, and was 
compelled to abandon the line of the Douro, by 
Lord Wellington's advance along their rear. The 
column to which Ponsonby's brigade was attached, 
was directed on Valencia, and passing through 
that town, advanced on Burgos, On the 12th of 
June, the brigade overtook the enemy's rear-guard 
on the heights of Estepar, when the King's Own 
were detached to cut off part of the enemy's force, 
in which the regiment completely succeeded, 
making its way to the high road from Madrid, 
throwing the enemy into confusion on Burgos ; 
a squadron of the fourteenth, with a detach- 
ment of the King's Own, charging the eneray's 
rear, captured a gunr the regiment had captain 
Sitwell and one private wounded, and five horses 
tilled and three wounded. 

During the night of the 12th, the French blew 
up the castle of Burgos and retired behind the 
Ebro, which river the brigade, after marching 
through a wild and difficult region of deep narrow 
valleys and rugged defiles, crossed at Puente de 
Arenas on the 15th- Both armies were con- 
centrated, the British on the river Bayas, and the 
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French on the undulating grounds in the valley 1813 
of Vittoria, where, on the '21st of June, they were 
attacked by the allied army. The result of this 
attack was a most decisive victory, the French only 
carrying from the field two guns ; the whole of 
their immense equipment fell into the hands 
of the British, Owing to the nature of the field 
of battle the cavalry could scarcely act,* and that 
arrrm was principally employed in supporting the 
infantry, and in the pursuit, which was continued 
until the enemy had passed Pampcluna. The 
gallant bearing of the King's Own was rewarded 
in 1821, with the royal permission to hear the 
word " Vittoria" on their guidons. 

At this period, General Clausel with fifteen 
thousand men was at Logroiio, and of course, was 
not engaged in the battle ; nor was he aware that 
an engagement had taken place, till lie arrived 
near Vittoria, and found the town in the pos- 
session of the British : he then returned to 
Logrofio, and marched upon Tudela, hoping to 
reach Pampcluna before the British.: On the 27th 
his scheme was discoveredj and the Marquis of 
Wellington detached the cavalry with two divisions 
of infantry to intercept him. This detached force 
arrived on the same night at Tafalla and Olieta* 
and on the next morning advanced upon Tudela, 
when it was discovered that Clausel, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of the force sent*against him, 

* The loss of the King's Own was small ; 1 horse killed, 1 private 

and % horses wounded. 



70 



HISTORICAL HECORD OF THE THIRD, 



1813 had retreated to Saragossa, whence he returned 
ro France by the pass of Jaca, his artillery falling 
into the hands of the Spanish troops. 

On the 30tb of June the infantry returned to 
Parapelunaj and Major-Geaeral Ponaonby's bri- 
gade remained at Tafalla for eleven days, when 
forage becoming scarce, it moved to Laraga, and 
halted there a fortnight. 

Tlie cavalry received an order to move to the 
north on the 37th of July, in consequence of the 
troops having been forced from the |>assGS of 
Roncesvalles and Maya in the Pyrenees. The 
army took up a position at Huaite and Villarba^ 
and the town of Pampelnna was illuminated at 
the prospect of relief. On the 28th, SouU at- 
tacked the British position, but was repulsed with 
loss; Count D'Erlon's division was compelled to 
fall back upon Maya, and the British recovered 
their lost ground. On the 8th of August, the 
King's Own fell back upon Alio and Dicastello, 
and on the 27th of December, removed for the 
convenience of foi"age to the neighbourhood of 
Vittoria, occupying the villages of Alegria, 
Aranjuez, and Troconiz, and remained there until 
tlie 24th of February foUoiping. 

1814 An advance took place, Ponsonby's brigade 
marched through the P3'renean mountains by 
Salinas Bergara, Villa Franca and Tolosa, to St. 
Jean de Luzjin France* halted there two days, and 
then advanced through Bidart to the Adoui> 
crossing the river on a bridge of boats, and con- 
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tiriued to follow the route of the French, who 1814 
were retreating on Bayonne. The advance was 
continued through Peyrehorade to Castlenaiu 
and on the 19th of March, 1814, Marshal Soult 
was discovered in poaitionj with his left at Tarbes, 
and his right at Rabastens. This right flank was 
ordered to be turned by a division of infantry, 
and Ponsonby's brigade of cavalry, and being 
thus threatened, Soult retired through a strong 
country by St Gaudens, upon Toulouse. The 
British, being obliged to wait for stores, did 
not advance rapidly, and on the 25th, the King's 
Own lay at Fontenelle, On the next day the 
regiment advanced to La Mosquiere^ and there 
came up with a regiment of French Chasseurs 
a cheval, which it charged and drove beyond 
Cunevaj taking several prisoners and horses, and 
seizing a large quantity of bread prepared by the 
French for their own use. Lieut. Burns' horse 
was killed, Lieut Jebb's wounded, and two troop 
horses killed, but the regiment sustained no fur- 
ther loss. 

The army arrived before Toulouse on the 27th 
of March, and on the 31st, a pontoon bridge being 
laid at St. Roquea, the brigade crossed the 
Garonne, and seized the bridge on the Arriege, 
at Cintagabelle. The roads were found so bad 
in this direction that no further attempt was 
made, and the troops being recalled,^ the pontoon 
bridge was removed to Grenade, a town below 
Bayonne, and there laid down ou the 4tli of 
ApriL On this day Ponsonby's, with two other 
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IRI4 brigades of cavalry, and three divisions of infan- 
try, crossed the river, tlie brigade being quartered 
at Grissolles, and havino^ a strong piquet on the 
road to Montauban, In the course of the night 
the river rose so considerably, that the bridge 
was obliged to be removed, and the communica- 
tion was cut off; Soult, however, made no attack, 
but employed himself in strengthening his 
positions which covered Toulouse. 

On the 8th of April the current subsided, and 
the pontoons were again laid down. On the 
9th the troops were passing the liver, and on 
Easter Sunday (the lOth), Soult was attacked 
in his position. In this attack the brigade, then 
commanded by Colonel Lord Charles Manners, 
was at different periods employed in supporting 
the Spanish forces, the hussar brigade, and General 
Clinton's division. It was not a cavalry action, 
and the only casualties were — Captain Burn, one 
trumpeter, four privates^ wounded : two horses 
killed. The enemy abandoned his entrenchments 
before dusk, and took post behind the canal. 
The King's Own were rewarded for their con- 
duct on this occasion with tlie royal permission, 
dated 90th September, 1821, to bear the word 
"Toulouse" on their guidons- 

Marshal Soult retired down the canal on the 
13th towards Carcasonne, and on the 13th, hos- 
tilities were terminated by the arrival of the news 
of the abdication of Napoleon, and of the accession 
of Louis XVIlI, to the throne of France ; Mar- 
shals Soult and Suchet, after a short delay, gave 
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their assent to the new order of affairs, and a line i814 
of demarcation between the armies was agreed 
upon. The King*s Own went into quarters at 
Lanta and Caraman» and remained there until 
the end of May. 

On the loth of June, the brigade, having em- 
banked its dismounted men at Bourdeaux, com- 
menced its march to the north by the following 
route : — 



June 1, 


Toulouse, 


June 22, StdbHs, 




2, 


Griasoles, 


j: 


23, Lsfecte, 




3, 


MoQtauban, 


ft 


24, Orleans, 




4. 


Caussade, 


f 


26, Artenay, 




s, 


CahoTEf 


n 


27, Angervillc, 




7, 


Freeh jsse, 


n 


28, Etampes, 




s. 


SlouilJac> 


n 


30, St, Aumal, 




9, 


Brivcs, 


July 


1, Mpntfcjrt, 




". 


Uzorches, 


)i 


2, Mantes, 




12, 


Pierre Buffiere^ 


Tt 


4, Gi$ora, 




13, 


LimogeB, 


rt 


5, Gaurnaj, 




15. 


Bessitio, 


ti 


6, Neufchatei, 




16. 


Sl Buriiot, 


>j 


7, Blan^y, 




17. 


Argenton, 


>i 


8, Abbeville, 




18, 


Ctiatimiiroux. 


H 


ID, Rue, 




2t», 


Vatan, 


Jt 


ll;r MoQtrcuil, 




21, 


Vierzon^ 


IJ 


12,^ Bttulogne. 



At Boulogne Major-General Sir Henry Fane 
inspected the three regiments, and expressed his 
satisfaction at the efficiency of the brigade after 
80 long a march* He congratulated the com- 
manding officers on the excellent condition of their 
horses, and selected a number, of which the 
King's Own furni&lied fifteen, to be given up to 
the French government for the purpose of mount- 
ing the royal guard. On the 19th of July, the 
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lf)l4 brigade, having received the highest praise from 
Major-General the Hon. W. Ponsonby,* em- 
barked at BoulogTie and arrived at Dover on the 
folloiviDg day, the King's Own having been 
absent three years, from the time of their embar- 
kation on the 25th of the same month, 1811. 

From Dover the King's Own marched through 
Maidstone to Brentford, and, on the 2Sth of July, 
were reviewed on Hounslow Heath by His Royal 
Highness the Commander-in-Chief, immediately 
afterwards commencing their march to North- 



* Extract of a brigade order issued by General Fonsonby, 
* Boulogne, Julj I9tli, 1814. 

* Mfljor-Gi^nGral Ponsonby takes this opjiortunitj/ of expressing to 

■ the brigadtt tho high srhsc he entertftina of their uniformly cs- 
^ eellent conduct, Iwth in quarters and in the field. It is a cireum- 

* stance as gratifying to him^ as it h creditable to themsolvea, that, 
' during^ the whole period of their sen'ice, they have, in no one 
' instance, eolkctively or individually, ineurred animadversion in 

* ji;eneral ordersj and that no individual (jf the brigafk has been 
' brought to a ^neral court-niartiaL With equal truth the major- 
' general can asserts that upon every occasion which has presented 

* itself of acting' againsttheenemy, either regimentally, or in brigade, 
' they hare nobly Bustained the superiority of the British c«vo!ry, and 
M'ully justified the high opinion repiiatedly expresaeJ of them by 

* His Grace the Duke of Wellington. The three regiments* wUl 

■ ever havg to congratulate thcTnaelvea on 1(3 baving^ faNen to their lot 
' to bei in the brigade employed on the 22ind of Julj^ 18!2 (battle 
' of Salamanca), ia that gloriotu and cdcclual charge which con- 
' tributed in so eminent a degree to dec:ide the fa^ of the day, and 
' to secure tli« signal and complete defeat ef the French amiy.* 

* The major-general concludes by atatlng, that he has applied to 

* Ilia Royal Highneas the Prince Regent tor permission for the three 

* regimente to bear the word *' SALAMANCA^' on their standard* 
' and ap]K>mtmeTit3, and to be styt^ "Salamanca Itegtraents." 

' Tfie hrigaile mftsSsted of the Fifth Btftguon Guardi, the Third, 
mid Fvu-rih Draguoiis. 
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ampton and joining the depot (wliicU had 18H 
marched thither from Canterbury) on the 3rd of 
August. On the llitli two troops were reduced, 
and on the IGth, the regiment marched for New- 
castle-on-Tyne, arriving there on the 1st of Sep- 
tember ; two troops were detached to Carlisle. 
and one to Durham. 

On the 26th of September, the head-quarters 
marched into York barracks,* troops being left 
at Newcastle, Morpeth, Carhsle, and Workington. 
In these quarters the Regiment was reviewed by 
Li en tenant-General Wynyan^ in the summer of 
1813, and afterwards marched for St. Albans. 

In the meantime Napoleon Bonaparte had re- 1815 
turned to France ; a British array had assembled in 
Belgium under the command of the Duke of Wel- 
lington ; the battle of Waterloo had been won, and 
the King's Own were ordered to form ten troops, 
four of which marched to Coventry, and the re- 



* At York the regiment received the dUtinctioii before ulludeJ to 
iti the following letter ; — 

" Horse Gu&tcIb, Nov. 16tb, 1814. 

• My Lordj — I have the honour to acquaint jou, that His Rflyal 
' IligbnesEj the Prince Regent, in the n&Ene, and on the bcimlf of 
' His Majesty, has been pleased to approve uf the Third, or Kitig's 

* Om'u Dragoons Ix^ing pcnatited to bear on their staodards and ap- 

* poiuttnenta (in uddition to any O'thcr bndges or devices which have 

* heretofore been pennitl^d to !>e borne by that regiment) (ho ^-ord 

* ^'SALAMANCA/' ID fommeiEioralian of the distinguished gal* 
' lanlry displayed by that roniment in the battle fought on the 

* plains orSaJamanca on the 22nd of July, 1S12. I havt? ihc honour 

* io be, &c. 

* Hkvst Caxvebt, Adjl.-Genoisl. 

■Ti> Liout.-Col, IjiJtA Chain M«Diwraj. } 
CoiBlBAQdiiiB CIm Third (King's Owii] ttatgadOli.' i 
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1815 maiuingsix.consistingof thirty-two officers, thirty- 
four Serjeants, six trumpeters, three hundred and 
seventy-one rank and file, and three hundred and 
eighty -two horses, proceeded to Dover and Raro&- 
gate, where they immediately embarked for 
Ostend to reinforce the British army in France. 

The King's Own disembarked at Ostend on 
the 2i4th of July, and moving up the country into 
France, were, on their arrival in the vicinity of 
Paris, placed in cantonments at Chaton, near 
Malmaison. On the 2nd of September, theEm- 
peroF of Russia reviewed the first and eighth bri- 
gades of cavalry, consisting of the first and second 
life guards, royal horse guards, first, second, and 
third dragoon guards, and Third dragoons. On 
the 22nd of the same month, the allied army was 
reviewed by the Dukeof Wellington on the plain 
of St. Denis, and on the llthof October, the whole 
of the British, Hanoverian, Danish, and Saxon 
contingents, were reviewed between Paris and St, 
Denis, by the Duke of Wellington, the Emperor 
of Russia, and the King of Prussia; after the 
review the King's Own marched to Nantes, where 
they remained several months, 

1816 On the 95th of January, 1816, the King's Own 
forming part of the Army of Occupation left in 
France after the restoration of Louis XVIIl. left 
Nantes, and after successively making short halts 
at Bonnieres, Ligny, and Bailleul, took up quar- 
ters at Steenvoorde, on the 1st of June. Here the 
regiment remained till the 1st of August, and 
then marched to Theronenne, where it was twice 
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reviewed ; on the 12th of October by the Duke 18 IG 
of Wellington, and on the 22nd by His Royal 
Hiorliness the Duke of Kent, and the Duke of 
Wellington. At this last review the whole of the 
British array was assembled on the plains of 
Denain. After the review the regiment marched 
to Audricq, and remained there all the following 
year; occasionally, however, moving to different 
towns, as Bouberg, Louches, and the vicinity of 
St. Omer, for the purpose of re\'iews and inspec' 
tians, or to make room for troops marching to the 
coast for embarkation. 

In the year 1818 the reviews went on in the 18 IS 
same way and on the same ground, until October 
18th» on which day the King's Own» bein^ 
ordered to return to England, embarked at Calais 
for Dover, landed there on the following day, and 
marched to Canterbury. On the 24fch, a consider- 
able reduction took place in the regiraentj two 
troops being disbanded, and the remaining eight 
ordered to consist of one serjeant-major, two 
serjeauts, three corporalSjOnetrunipeter,one farrier, 
forty-two privates^ and thirty-four horses each. 

In October, 1818, His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent^ in the name and on the behalf of 
His Majesty^ was pleased to direct, that the Third 
and Fourth Regiments of Dragoons should be 
mounted, clothed, and equipped as Light Dra- 
goon Regiments ; the alteration of title, &.C., to 
take effect from the 2oth December, 1818. 

On the 26th October, two squadrons, under the 
command of Major Davenport, marched to Salt 



HISTORICAL nBCORD OF THE THIOD, 



1818 Hill, to attend the funeral of Hei- Majesty Queen 
Charlotte, and on the 7th of December^ the re- 
maming troops marched for Bristol, on their route 
to Ireland, disemharked at Watei-ford, and detach- 
ing one squadron to Tullamore, marched into 

1819 Newbridge barracks on the 7th of February, 1819. 
In these stations the regiment was reviewed by 
Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Paget, who was 
pleased to express his approbation of its appear- 
ance and discipline. 

1820 In January^ 1820, in consequence of the dis- 
turbed state of the province of Conuaught, two 
squadrons of the regiment were hastily ordered 
to march thither ; one troop was quartered at 
Ballinasloe, one at Tuam, and the other two at 
Ballinrobe. In March, Generals Sir Edward 
Paget and Sir John EUcy arrived with all the 
disposable force, and from their exertions the 
country assumed some appearance of tranquillity. 

The King's Own returned to Newbridge, and 
was there,on the 22nd of May, inspected by Major- 
General Sir Colquhoun Grant, who was pleased to 
give them the highest praise- 
On the 18th of June, the King's Own marched 
to Dublin, and on the next day was reviewed, for 
the first time, as a " Light Regiment ;" other 
reviews toot place on the 21st and 30th, before 
Lieut.-General Sir David Baird, and the regiment 
returned to Newbridge* 

On the 16th of August, the King's Own 
marched into Dublin, relieving the royal dragoons, 
who sailed for England, and in October, the regi- 
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ment was inspected by Major-General Sir Col- 1820 
quhoun Grant, who issued the following order ; — 

* October l4th, 1820. 
* The half-yearly inspection of the King's Own 

* Light Dragoons affords Major-General Sir C, 
' Grant an opportunity of ag-ain expressing his ap- 
' probation of that corps. The interior arrange- 
' ments, field movements, attention of the officers, 

* and steadiness of the men, all enable him to 
' make the most satisfactory report to the Com- 
' mauder of the Forces/ 

The regiment remained in Dublin during the 1821 
winter, and in January, 1821, the colonelcv was 
conferred on Lieut. -General Stapleton Cotton, 
Vi&count Combermere, K.C.B,, G.C.H., in succes- 
sion to General Cartwright, who was removed to 
the first dragoon guards. 

On the 17th of August the regiment had the 
honour of forming the personal escort of Hh 
Majesty King George the Fourth, on his public 
entry into Dublin, On the 18th, His Majesty 
reviewed the garrison, then consisting of the 
Thihd and sixth dragoons, seventh liuasars, twelfth 
and nineteenth lancers, of the twenty-third, thirty- 
third, forty-third, fifty-second, and seventy-eighth 
regiments of infantry. The King remained in 
Dublin until the 2nd of September, on which day, 
having been escorted to Powerscourt by a detach- 
ment of Hjs Own regiment of dragoons, His 
Majesty embarked at Dunleary, the remainder 
of the regiment forming a guard of honour at the 
harbour. 
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1821 On the 4th and 5th of September, the King's 
Own marched out of Dublin, and took uj> quar- 
ters iii tlie coimtjes of Waterford and Wexford, at 
Cahir, New Ross, and Fethard.* Here, however, 
they remained only a short time, being ordered to 
^fewcastle and Limerick, in consequence of the 
disturbances which agitated that part of Ireland, 
particularly the county of Limerick. 

In these quarters the regiment was inspected on 
the 22iid of October, by Major General Sir John 

1822 Elley, and in January, 18"2'3, the head-quarters 
marched to Limerick, troops and detachments 
being stationed at nine different places in the 
south of Ireland. The regiment was, in June, 
again inspected by Sir John Elley, and being 
ordered to embark for England, had the honour of 
receiving an order from Major-General Sir John 
Lambert, commanding the district, in which the 
major-general was pleased to state that ' he could 



* In this jCBT, the regiment received the following letter : — 

' Sir, Horse Guards, 20th September, IS3T. 

• I hftye the honour to acquaint you, liy dircc?tion of 
' the Commander-in-ChiGf, that His M^esty has been pleased to 
' flpjirove of the Third (or King'a Own) regiment of Light Dra- 
' goons, bearing on its standiirds and appointmcntSr, infujditiontoany 
'■ badges or devices whiub may have heretofore been granted to the 
' rpg:iinent, the words " Vittosia" and *' TopLOtisB," in commenio- 
' ratiim of the conduct of the regiment at the battle of Vittoria, on 
^ the 21st of June, 38 |3, and in the att&ck of tbe posilign, covering 
' Toislouse, on the lOtb of April, 1813. 

* X have the honour, £ce, 

' JOBN Macdosau), D.A.G. 

' OfllcerCommiindLnf thF "i 
3ri Ring's Own Light iJrigtwni ' J 
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* not allow the regiment to leave the district with- 1822 

* out expressiiig his entire satisfaction at the man- 

* nerin which most harassing duties had been per- 
■' formed by the head-quarters and detachments in 
' the disturbed part of the country.' 

On the 19th and 92nd of June, the regiment 
embarked at Waterford, and lauding at Bristol^ 
proceeded to Brighton, and on the 28th of October, 
having marched to Chichester^ waa reviewed by 
Major-General Lord Edward Somerset, one troop 
being detached to Hastings. On the 7th of No- 
vember, the regiment marched to Romford, where 
it remained till June, IS2S, and hence proceeded IS23 
to Hampton Court and its vicinity. Here, on 
the 15th of July, a grand cavalry review took 
place. The brigades were a cuirassier brigadCi 
first and second life guards, acd royal horse 
guards, commanded by Colonel Sir Robert Hill; 
a light brigade, King's Own light dragoons, 
seventh and fifteenth hussars, commanded by 
Colonel Lord Charles Manners ; and a brigade 
of horse artillery, commanded by Colonel Sir 
Augustus Frazer. These troops, being com- 
itianded by Major-General Lord E. Somerset, 
were reviewed by His Royal Highness the Duke 
of York, Commander-in-Chief, and on the 22nd, 
an order was issued liighly flattering to the whole 
of the regiments present. 

The King's Own remained at Hounslov' for 
some months, in the course of which, on leaving 
the station of Hampton Court, the troops received 
a most honourable testimonial of their character 
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1824 and conduct from His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Clarence.* 

On the 7th of July, 1824, the same brigades 
under the same officers, were a^aiii reyiewed by 
His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief, 
aud on the 12th the head-quarters of the KtNO*s 
Own marched for Coventry, troops being detached 
to Birmingham, Hinckley, and Abergavenny, 

I82.'> In May, 1825, the regiment having been in- 
spected by Major-General Lord Edward Somerset, 
the head-quarters moved to Newcastle-on-Tyne, a 
squadron being detached to Carlisle. On the 
22nd of July, a party was detached to Sunderland, 
in consequence of the riots there, in which the 
associated keelmen had gained such power as to 
prevent any vessels putting to sea. On the 3rd 
of August, these disturbances grew to such a 
height that it became necessary for the military, 
under the direction of the magistrates, to make use 
of their arms» when seven lives were unfortunately 
lost ; but of so goodeffect was thissalutary severity, 
that from that time order was restored, and the 
troops returned to Newcastle, receiving from 
Major-General Harris, commanding the district, 
from the Horee-guards, and from the magistrates 



•March 31. 1824, 
* The 3rd Light Dragoons, being about to leave their prenent 
' quarters at Hampton Cotirtj His Royal Highness the Duke of 
'Clarence takes this opportunity of oipressing to Major Stisted tig 
' approbation of the umibrmAnd steady good conduct of ttie rcgitnecit, 
' since it has been in tlieae quarters, and of assuring: the King'e Own^ 
' that iltey wijl ever posscjES His RoycJ Highness's best and Bincareat 
' wishes for their hoaour and welfare.' 
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&nd inhabitaats of Sunderland, the highest praise 1B35 
for their coolness and forbearance, under very 
trying circumstances.* 

On the 9Tth of May, 1825, Colonel Lord Charles 
S, Mannei's was promoted to the rank of Major- 
General^ and was succeeded in the Lieutenant- 
colonelcy of the Thikd, King's Own^ Light Dra- 



* Extract of a lenor, dated 

' My Lonl, • PonUtlriLct, Avg- U, I3Q5. 

' I am directed by Major- Gcneml the HonoiLrable 
' W. G. Hania to announce to your Xdc^ahip, that H. R. H. the 
' Coiumaader-in- Chief, and the Secrelaiy of State far the Honie 

* De]>artineo£, have espressed their approbation of the conduct of 

* Lieutenant Jcbb, and the men compoGing the party under hie cotu- 
' mand, when employed m aid of the civil power at Sundertondr on 
'* the 3rd instant. 

' I h&'re lh€ hooour, &C, 

' P. Hat, A.D.C. 

* Colonel LoiJ K, Huner^' 

£xtrBCt from a letter dated 

* Sunderland, Aup. 26, 1825. 
* I beg to have the honour of expressing mj unqualified 

* approhation and tbanka to the officera and men of the party, for 

* their essential aervicea m the [ate riotous and Diekmcholy eyenta, 

* and I derive great consoktioH from having reoeived the perfect 
' concutrertce of Govemooent, in the conduct of the military and 
■ magistrate!, and particularly on the 3rd of August, when it became 
' neceaiary to fire on. the mob, by which some liTes. were lost. 

' I have the hoitour, &c. 

' T. HflBKBTSOPf, J. P. 

A BMwt haadaome letter was Hkewise received from the Ship- 
owner's Society, which, after parlKul arising the co*l and steady 
conduct of the emharked patty. prsceedB to alate that " they ar« 
ognfideDt that every other individual of the reeiincnt would have 
acted in « simUar maBner," The thanks of the town are also oflered 
m the non-eommisaioned officers and privatea for their eiemplary 
«aaduet dunng the time of their itay. 

Q 2 
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1825 GOONS by Colonel Lord Robert Mannera, from the 
half-pay of the Tenth Royal Hussars- 

1826 On the 3rd of March, 1826, the KiNG*a Oww 
commenced their march for Portpatrick, em- 
barked there for Ireland, and took up their quar- 
ters at Dundalkj Belturbet, and Longford, the 
squadron from which latter place afterwards 
marched to Belfast. On the 23rd of September, 
the regiment assembled at Dundalkj and was 
there inspected by Major-General Sir Colquhoun 
Grant, the detached squadrons immediately re- 
turning to tlieir former quarters, and the whole 

1827 marching into Dublin, in June 1827, and oc- 
cupying Portobello barracks. The regiment re- 
mained at Dublin nine months, and then marched 
into Connaught, receiving the highest praise from 
Lieutenant -General Sir George Murray. It was 
then quartered as follows : one troop and head- 
quarters at Ballinrobe, twotroopgat Athlone, two 
troops at Gort, and one at Loughrea, 

The five detached troops received orders on 
the 30th of June to proceed to Ennis, to assist in 
preserving the peace during the Clare election. 
Two troops were quartered in a ruined distillery, 
two in the yards of the infirmary, and one at 
Clare Castle, where Major-General Sir Charles 
Doyle, who had arrived from Limerick, established 
his head-quarters. The troops remained at Ennis 
ten days, and then returned to their former sta- 
tions, the regiment being stationed in Connaught 
for fifteen months, and receiving on three several 
occasions the highest character from Maj or-General 
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Taylor, and Major-General Sir Thomas Arbutb- 182ft 
not, K.CB-, the inspecting general officers; the 
latter of whom was pleased to express ' his regret 

* at losing from his district a regiment which had 
' done itself such credit by its excellent conduct, 

* while under his command/ This order is dated 
30th April, 1829; and in the beginning of the next i 829 
month, the regiment embarked at Dublin for Eng- 
land, being ordered to proceed to Exeter ; but on 
landing at Liverpool, it was detained in the north, 

in consequence of some disturbances there, and 
ordered to march on the evening of debarkation 
to Prescot, one squadron being directed upon Man- 
chester, and troops to Bury, Bolton, Blackburn, 
and Haslingden. On the 15th of June, the head- 
quarters moved to Sheffield, the troops from 
Bolton occupying Rochdale; and on the 5th of 
July, in consequence of riots in the town of 
Bamsley, a troop was sent thither, and remained 
there till the following spring. 

In September General Viscount Combermere 
was removed to the first life guards; and the 
colonelcy of the King^s Own was conferred on Lieut.- 
General Lord George Thomas Beresford, G.C.H. 

In the course of this year a squadron was de- 
tached to Doncaster, in consequence of riots at 
the races there ; and the regiment was inspected 
by Major-General Sir H. Vivian, when Colonel 
Lord Robert Manners received the directions 
of the Major-General to express his approbation of 
the state of the regiment^ and in addition to the 
flattering terras in which the General expressed 
his opinion of the officers and men on the parade. 
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1829 he directed the commanding officer to issue an 
order, entirely approviug of all he had seen, 
which ofder he desired might not only be entered 
in the regimental order book, but likewise inserted 
in the regimental records. 

1830 On the 6th of April, 1830, the Kme's Own 
marched into York, detaching one troop to New- 
castle-on-Tyne : and on the 21st of May, they 
were reviewed by Major-General Sir H. Bouverie, 
commanding the northern districts* On the 25th 
of November, the regiment left York en roitte to 
Nottingham, being ordered there Eo replace troops 
employed in quelling disturbances in the south of 
England. On the 6th of December, one troop 
was detached to Loughborough, in consequence 
of riots there, and returned on the 17th, receiving 
a vote of thanks from the magistrates of Leices- 
tei^hire for their readiness and promptitude. On 
the ^2nd, the regiment was ordered to complete 
it3 establishment to the fiill numbers, and accord- 
ingly detached parties to Loughborough and 
Derby ; and on the 29th, the first division, imme- 
diately followed by the others, left Nottingham 



• Eitraet of an order, dated York, May 21st, 1S30 : — 
' Major-Genera] Sir H. Bouverie deaires Major Stilted will ex- 
' pres to the officsers hia unqualified approbation of the regiment in 
' every respeci. The appearanoe of the men, the high condition of 
' the horses, and tbe fitild movements, performed with bo much pre- 
' eision and oekrityj reflect the highest credit on every indlvidua}. 
' The regiment travingSHircely had an opportunity of assembling For 
■the last thi-ee years, and never having had any good drili-groimd, 
' the Ma^or-General desires Major Sdsted to my^ that the regiment 
' performei] the manceuvres this day as ateadj, as correct, and as near 
' perfection as tavalry can ho brought, notwithstanding all the diiad- 
' van.tHge4 it has laboured under for such a letigth of time.' 
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and returned to York. At York an increase in 1830 
the number of horses took place, the number per 
troop being fixed at forty-five. 

In consequence of a sudden order received on 1831 
the night of the 2nd of March, 1831, for the 
regiment to march on the following morning, 
one squadron moved to Leeds, and the second to 
Burnley ; but on the 4th of April, the latter 
squadron returned to Leeds to succeed the first, 
which had marched to Newcastle* On the 25th 
of the same month, a troop marclied to Chester* 
le-Streetj near Durham ; and on the 5th and 6th 
of May, the remaining part of the regiment left 
Leeds for Newcastle. In this quarter the regiment 
was employed in the suppression of riots among 
the coUierSj and was inspected by Major-General 
Dalbiac. 

On the 23rd of September, the King's Own 
marched in three divisions to Edinburgh, where 
they remained for eight months; and in April, 
1832, proceeded to Glasgow and Hamilton. 1832 

Returning to England in the spring of 1833, the 1833 
regiment was stationed at Ipswich and Norwich ; 
in the summer of 1834 it was removed to Houns- 1834 
low and took the King's duty ; and in the summer 
of 1835 it embarked for Ireland, and occupied 1^35 
quarters at Cork, BallincoUig, and Limerick. 

In June, 1836, the King's Own were stationed 1836 
atCahirand Clonmel; and returning to England 
in the spring of 1837, they proceeded to Canter- 1837 
bury. On the 19th May, 1837, Colonel Joseph 
Thackwell, late of the 15th Hussars, exchanged 
from tiie half-pay with Lieutenant Colonel Stisted. 
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The regiment, having been selected to proceed 
1837 to the East Indies^ embarked in July, 1837, for 
Bengal, and landed at Calcutta on the 13th of 
November following, under the command of 
Colonel Thackwell. 
tS38 The regiment was encamped in January, 1838, 
at Calcutta ; in Febiniary at Eurkee ; in March 
at Kusseah ; in April at Cawnpore, where it con- 
tinued until the end of the year.* 
1839 Ii^ February, 1839, the regiment was encamped 
at Chibbermold ; in March at Meerut, at which 
station it remained until December, when it re- 
turned to Cawnpore. 

The decease of Lieutenant-General Lord George 
Thomas Beresford, G.C-H.^ having taken place on 
the 26th October, 1 839, Her Majesty was pleased 
to confer tlie colonelcy of the Third, or King's 
Own Light Dragoons, on Lieutenant General 
Loi'd Charles Somerset Manners, K.C.B., on the 
8th November, 1839: Lord Charles Manners had 
commatided the resriment as Lieutenant-Colonel 
from 181S to 1825, when he was promoted to 
the rank of Major-General, 

On the 13th December, 1839, Lieut.-Colonel 
Michael White was promoted by purchase in 
succession to Lieut.-Colonel G, G, Tuite. 



* On the '^'Armif of ike Indus'" being aas(?niblotl ia 183S, for the 
puqxjse of reinstating Shall Shooja-ool-Moolk in the aovereignlj of 
Caboo], Colonel ThackVfell, K.H. (Lieutenant- Colonel of thcTniBo 
light dragooni), was aetccted to cDmmand the cavalry division, with 
the [ocal rank pP Major-GeneraJ, and Cuniet Eclmeind fLoche, of that 
regiment, was apfioinled his aide-de-camp. Both served the arduous 
Affghaiiialan. cfimpaign, and were preaent at the capture of the strong 
and Important rortre;fs of Ghuznee, o;i the 23rd Jutj, 1839. 
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The regiment remained at Cawnpore until 1S40 
October, 1S40» when it proceeded to Kumaul. It 
marched from thence on 28th January, 1849, m 1842 
route for Ferozepore, having been selected to 
form part of the force which had been ordered to 
proceed under Major-General Pollock to relieve 
the troops under Colonel Sir Robert Sale, who 
had gallantly defended Jellalabad ; and also for 
the purpose of inflicting retribution upon the 
Affghans, whose treachery had caused the loss of 
8o many brave officers and soldiers. 

The Third Light Dragoons continued their 
advance on Peshawur, and a squadron of the 
regiment, under Lieutenant Unett, protected the 
column of attack under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Taylor, of Her Majesty's Niutli 
Regiment of Foot, which captured the heights oq 
the right entrance to the Kkyher Pms, on the 
5th April, 1842. Major-General Pollock, m his 
despatch announcing the successful advance of 
the troops into the Khyber Pass, states : ' there 
' were some of the enemy's horse in the vicinity 
' of Ali Musjid, but I regret they did not wait for 

* Brigadier White (Lteutenant-Colonel of the 

* King's Own) and his brigade to make an 
' example of them*' 

The regiment arrived at Jellalabad in April, 
1 ?42, where it remamed until the 14th August 
following, when it proceeded to Futteabad, de- 
taching one squadron to Mammoo Khail on the 
23rd of that month. The Third Light Dra- 
GOONS left Futteabad ou the 2nd September, and 
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I8i2 on arriving at Jitgdidluck, the summits of the hills, 
which command the road through the pass, were 
perceived to be occupied by a considerable number 
of the enemy, who were assembled in bodies under 
different chieftains, each having a distinguishing 
standard ; their position was one of singular 
strength and difficulty of approach. The heights 
occupied by the Ghilzies formed an amphithe- 
atre, inclining towards the left of the road^ on 
which tlie troops were halted, while the guns 
opened ; and the enemy were thus enabled, on this 
point, to fire into the column, a deep ravine pre- 
venting the troops coming in contact with them. 

The British troops, however, on attacking one 
of their hill-forts, gave an animated and enthu- 
siastic chfeer, which so dismayed the enemy, that 
they fled down the heights without waiting the 
collision, and were thus enabled to escape chas- 
tisement by the nature of the ground, which was 
80 well calculated to favour their retreat. At 
this moment, Major Lockwood with the Third, 
King's Own Light Dragoons, galloped up, and 
nearly succeeded in overtaking the enemy's ca- 
valry, who effected their safety by flight* 

The loss of the regiment at the storming of the 
heights of Jtigdulluch on the Sth of Septemberj 
1842^ was limited to two men wounded. 

Major-General Pollock, in his despatch, speaks 
of the conduct of the troops employed in the fol- 
lowing terms : — 



t Mj^ot- General PuUock's Despatch, 
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' It gratifies me to be enabled to state, that we 1942 
' have thus signally defeated^ with one division of 

* the troops, the most powerful tribes* and the 
' most inveterate of our enemies, the original and 
' principal actors in those disturbances which 

* entailed such disasters on our troops last winter/ 

The regiment was also engaged with the enemy 
in the Te-s'^^ valley, which is completely encircled 
by lofly hills ; the pass of Tezeen affords great 
advantages to an enemy occupying the heights, 
and Mahomed Akbar-Khan neglected nothing to 
render its natural difficulties as formidable as 
possible ; accordingly on the morning of the 13th 
September, the Affghans appeared in great force 
on every height which had not been occupied by 
the British army. Two squadrons of the Tried 
Light Dragoons, a party of the first light cavalry, 
and of the third irregular cavalry, with two guns, 
were left to guard the mouth of the Tezeen pass. 
The enemy's horse appeared in the valley with 
the intention of falling upon the baggage ; but 
the Light Dragoons and native cavalry made a 
most brilliant charge, and completely routed the 
whole body of the enemy's force, cutting down 
a great number of them. The fight continued 
dnring the greater part of the day, the Affghans 
appearing resolved to prevent our ascending the 
Huft Kotul\ one spirit, however, pervaded ail, 
and the determination to conquer overcame the 
obstinate resistance of the foe, who were at length 
forced from their numerous and strong positions, 
and the British troops mounted the Huft Kotul, 
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1842 giving three cheers on reaching the summit. 
Here Lieutenant Cunningham, with a party of 
pappers, pressed the enemy so hard, that they 
left in their precipitation a twenty-four pounder 
howitzer and limber, carrying off the draught 
bullocks. Information being received that another 
gun had been seen, a squadron of cavalry under 
Captain Tritton, of the Third Light Deagoons, 
and two horse artillery guns, under Major Dela- 
fosscj were detached in pursuit ; the gun (a twelve- 
pounder howitzer) and bullocks sufficient for the 
two guns, were soon captured. The Light Dra- 
goons again got among the euemy. and succeeded 
in destroying many of them. Captain Broadfoot> 
with the sappers, advanced, and with thedragoons 
happened to fall in with another party of Affghans, 
of whom upwards of twenty were killed. It was 
ascertained, that the enemy numbered sixteen 
thousand, a considerable portion being cavalry; 
and that Mahomed Akbar-Khan, with several 
other powerful chiefs, was present*. 

The British thus gained a complete victory, 
and the enemy must have suffered severely, 
several hundreds of them having been killed, and 
their guns, and three standards, captured from 
them. A detachment of the Third Light Dra- 
goons formed part of the rear-guard of the array 
under the command of Lieut-Colonel Richmond, 
of the 33rd Native Infantry, and it being resolved 
to anticipate theevident intention of the Aftghans, 



Major-Genera] PoUock's Deapatch^ 
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by attacking them in tlie valley of Tereen, oc tJie I84li 
13th Septetober, the guns were moved forward 
within range of the eneray, supported by the 
front squadron of the Third Light Dragoons 
under Captain Unett, with other corps, in order 
to charge the foe if the ground proved favourable, 
and an opportunity oifered \ this soon occurred, 
the guns having made good impTes&iou, and the 
other squadron of cavalry, under Major Lockwood, 
was hurried forward as a support, thus ensuring 
the success achieved by tlie spirited and gallant 
charge of their comrades in front, which com- 
pletely dispersed the enemy, who left about fifty 
men on the field,* 

Major-General Pollock, in his despatch of the 
action at Te^een, expresses his satisfaction with 
the exertions of Lt.-Colonel White of the Thihb 
Light DhaqookSj commanding the cavalry bri- 
gade, and also of Major Lockwood» who com- 
manded the regiment. The Thiro Light Dra- 
goons sustained but trifling loss in the Te2een 
valley, and on the Huft Kotul, on the 12th and 
13tb September, having only one serjeant and 
four rank and file wounded ; two horses killed, 
and eleven wounded. 

After these successes, the array moved on with- 
out opposition, and arrived at Cadool on the 15th 
September, where they encamped on the race 
course. The Third Light Dragoons, under 
Major Lockwood^ proceeded with otlier corps to 



* Lt.-Colopel RicliiDOiid's Despatch, 
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184*2 plant tlie British colours in the Bala Hiasar, on 
the spot most conspicuous from the city. On the 
colours being hoisted, the band of Her Majesty's 
Ninth Regiment of Foot struck up ' God save the 
Queen/ and a royal salute was fired from the guns 
of the horse artillery^ the whole of the troops 
present giving three cheers. The colours in the 
Bala Hissar were hoisted daily as long as the army 
remained at Cabool. 

The head-quarters and two squadrons of the 
regimentj under Major Lockwood, formed part 
of the force which was detached under Major- 
General McCaskill (Lieu tenant. -Colonel of the 
Ninth Foot), for the purpose of dispersing the 
enemy collected in the vicinity of Charehai\ and 
took part in the operations against the strong 
and populous town of /^to^?/", which was considered 
by the Affghans as totally inaccessible, but which 
was captured on the 29th September 1S43; the 
numerous levies collected for its defence were 
totally defeated, and property of every description 
(much of it plundered from the army in 1841) 
was recovered ; two brass field-pieces were cap- 
turedj one of which waa seized with such prompti- 
tude, that its captofj Lieutenant Elmhirst, of Her 
Majesty's Winth Footj turned its fire upon the 
fugitives with some effect*. 

Among the gratifying results of these successes 
was the release of several ladies and officers who 
had been detained prisoners by Akbar-Khan* 



* DeBpKtch of Major-GeneraJ McCukilU 
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The regiment, having been present during the 
whole of the operations west of the Indus, leading 
to the occupation of Cabool, has received the 
Royal permission to bear on ita appointments the 
word ' Cabool 1842.' 

The regiment left Cabool on the 12th October, 
184S, and arrived at Ferozepore on the 18th 
December, from whence it marched to Kurnaul, 
where it arrived on the 27th January 1843; it 1843 
remained at Kumaol until November, when it 
marched forUmballa, and continued at that station 
during the year 1844, and until the end of the 1844 
following year. 

On the 1 Ith December, 1845, the regiment, con- 1845 
sistingof 518 men, under the command of Lieut.' 
Colonel Michael White, marched from cantonments 
at Umballa, and formed a part of the leading 
division of the Amiy of the Sutl^^ hastily as- 
sembled, under the personal command of General 
Sir Hugh Gough, G.C.B<, Commander-in-Chief 
in India, for the purpose of repelling an invasion 
by the Stklis* 

On arriving at the village o^ Moodkee^ adiBtanee 



• In narrating the semiies of the rcgjinerits which cotnposed the 
Anay of the Suilej in the years 1846 and 1846, it may be desirable 
that a brief account be given of the country of the FunJBiib, par- 
ticulflrly of the Sikus, the most powerful of the ]iopuliition. The 
imjjortant results of the BBupiinary and eventful conflicts in the 
Punjaub in 1846, following' so rapidly on eath other, excited the 
warmeat interest tliroyghout a great part of t^ie world ; and the 
heroic deeds of the acvoral TegimentB employed^ added another page 
to the records of the glorioan Bcbieytments of the British Army. 

The Punjaub, (Punjj five ; aub, water)) deriving its name from 
tbe five rivers which intersect it^ ia an extensive country to the north- 
w^ of India. The chief of thes? riven are the Indus and the Sutlej, 
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lS45of one hundred and fifty miles, on the 18th 
December, the army had just taken up Its en- 
campraents, when intelligence was received, that 
the enemy's forces, consisting of twenty thousand 
cavalry, and about the same number of infantry 
and artillery, were close at hand, and intended to 
surprise the British camps. The cavalry were im- 
mediately turned out, and advanced to cover the 



by which and by the lofty HimaliyftJij tic whok ©f thia fine territory 
is bounded. At the period; of the invaaion of India by Alexander 
the Great, the FuAjaub h atatod to have been a wealthy and ppuLous 
country, governed by numerous, princea, whose subjeets were cha- 
raeterieed as brave aud warlike. The Stkba, originally a religious 
fleet, were founded by Nanac, or NanaVc, Shah, about four centuries 
ago ; but, in after ycara, in order probably to defend their doctrines, 
thtiy were induced by Govind, one of their high priL^ts, to unitci tLe 
warrior with the priestly character, thus formings a military as well 
as Tcli^otu association, not dissiinilar Co the Templar Knighte of the 
times of the Crmades. They, however, for a timealmost disappeared j 
but profiting by the calamities of the Mogul empire during the last 
century, the Sikhs threw off the yoke of Mussulman dos^tism, their 
Sirdars or Chieftains spreading- themselves over the country, niling 
by might rather than right, and each acting indejtcndently of the 
other, until the death of Mftha Singh in 1792. His son and successor 
Runjeet Singh contrived, howeverj to make severd of the Sirdars 
Bcknowlijdgi3 him »s their lender, and by skilful management, in the 
course of a short period, obtained possession of LaJtore, the principal 
dty of the Punjatib, and eventually of Cashmere, MooUan, and 
Fei^bawur. tnthc end all thechtefB9.ubmitted tuhim ; thus bringing 
th* whole cDuntryT from the Indus to the SutTej, under hia rule. He 
wan greatly dSAeA in hts views of ag^randieomeDt by the assistance of 
a few Italian and French offieei?, who trained his army upoa (be 
European model, and by their instructioiis it attained a hig-h degree 
of discipline, proving one of the strangest enemies the British had 
ever contended with in India. Since the death of Ruiyeet in 1839, 
anarchy and oonfiiaion havo prevailed ; hatred of the Engliahj which 
his inAuenCe cbecLed, manifested itself, finally inducing the Sikh 
forces to invnde the British territories, by crossing the Sutlej in 
great numbers in December, I84&, actuated ns much by the hope of 
plunder, as by the desire ofcoiiqueat. 
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formation of the infantrjj and the distinguished 1845 
part which the Third, or King's Own Regiment of 
Light Dragoons, took in the sanguinary and 
memorable battle of the evening of that day may 
be best judged from the words of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief in his despatch of the 
Itlth December 1845 : — * I directed the cavalry, 
' under Brigadiers White and Gough (of the 
' King's Own)^ to make a fiank movement on 
' the enemy's left, with a view of threatening and 
' turning that flank, if possible^ 

* With praiseworthy gallantry, the Third 
' Light Dragoons, and the second brigade of 
' cavalry, consisting of the body-guard and Fifth 
' Light cavalry, with a portion of the Fourth 
' Lancers, turned the left of the Sikh anny, and 
' sweeping along the whole rear of its infantry and 
' guns, silenced for a time the latter, and put tljeir 
' numerous cavalry to flight.* 

In this action the regiment suffered severely, 
owing to the nature of the ground, and the im- 
mense body of cavalry opposed to it. The loss, 
out of four hundred and ninety-four men, on this 
occasion, was as follows :- — killed, 3 officers, 58 
men; 5 officers* chargers, and 100 troop horses; 
wounded, 3 officers, 34 men ; 2 officers' chargers, 
and 21 troop horses. 

Brevet Major W. R. Herries, Captain G, New- 
ton, and Comet E. Worley, were killed. 

Lieutenant S» Fisher (Acting Major of Brigade), 
E. G. Swinton, and E. B, Cureton, were severely 
wounded. 

H 
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1845 On the Slst December, the army again ad- 
vanced ; the Third Light Dragoons had about 
four hundred men ; and came up with the enemy, 
said to consist of 70,000 men, who were strongly 
posted in and around the village of " Fehozeshah*' 
their camp intrenchedj and defended by a nume- 
rous and powerful artillery. 

At about four o'clock in the afternoon the 
action became general. The Third Light Dragoons 
were ordered to attack the enemy's position at a 
point defended by some of the heaviest batteries, 
most of the guns being of battering calibre: aa 
the regiment advanced, it was aggailed with round 
shot and shell from several batteries. On ar- 
riving within about two hundred and fifty yards 
of the guns, the regiment moved on at top speed, 
under a most destructive fire of grape and m.us- 
ketry, whilst their infantry held the trenches at 
the point of the bayonet. Nothing dismayed, 
but determined on victory, the regiment pressed 
forward, and never for a moment wa§ checked in its 
career until it finally entered the enemy's camp, and 
captured the whole of the batteries opposed to it; 
many of the Sikh artillerymen remaining to be cut 
down at their guns. Night having fallen, while 
the conflict was everywhere raging, and several 
mines having been sprung, together with the ex- 
ploding of their field magazines, by which several 
men and horses were destroyed, the regiment was 
withdrawn a short distance from the burning camp, 
where it bivouacked for the night. 

The enemy having held a portion of his position, 
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iUjd being strongly reinforced in the night, the 1^5 
battle was renewed the next morning, and the 
Third Light Dragoons at daybreak joined the 
remainder of the cavalry, and participated in the 
action of the 22nd of December, when about 
three o'clock, p. m., the Third Light DragooTi& 
were again ordered to charge the enemy, which he 
did not wait to receive* and he was finally driven 
from the field, and the army bivouacked on the 
ground they had won. The men and horses of 
the Third Light Dragoons were upwards of forty 
hours without food or water, nearly the whole of 
the time exposed to, and in conflict with, a power- 
ful enemy; tlie days were hot and the nights 
intensely cold. 

In thi$ great battle the regiment lost a» fol- 
lows: — -killed, 2 officers and 53 men ; wounded, 
7 officers and 86 men ; total, 9 officers and 139 
men : killed, 9 officers' chargers and 93 troop 
horses : wounded, 60 troop horses ; total killed and 
wounded, 9 officers' chargers and 158 troop horses. 

The officers killed, were Captain J. E. Codd and 
Cornet H. Ellis ; wounded, Colonel M. White, 
slightly: Major C. W, M. Balders, slightly: 
Lieutenants, H. C, Morgan, severely ; J. G. A. 
Beeston, slightly : Cornets,\V. H.Orme, severely; 
J. D. White and J. Rathwell, slightly. 

The Commander-in-Cliief, in his despatch of 
the SSnd December, 1845, observes as follows: 
' Although I brought up Major-General Sir Harry 

* Smith's division, and he captured and long re^ 

* taiued another point of the position, and Her 

h2 
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1845' Majesty s Third Light Dragoons charged and 
' took some of the most formidable batteries, yet 

* the enemy remained in possession of a con- 

* siderable portion of the great quadrangle, whilst 

* our troopsj intermingled with theirs, kept pos- 

* session of the remainder, and finally bivouacked 
' upon it, exhausted by their gallant efforts, great- 
' ly reduced in numbers, and suffering extremely 
' from thirst, yet animated by an indomitable 
' spirit. In this state of things, the long night 

* wore away !' 

The Right Honourable the Governor- General, 
(Lord Hardinge)* who personally witnessed the 
prowess of the regiment on the battle-field, makes 
honorable mention thereof in his Orders, dated 
30th December, IB45. 

' The Governor-General offers his thanks more 
' especially to Her Majesty's Third Light Dra- 

* goonsj who, on all these occasions, sought op- 
' portunides of useful conflict with the enemy, 
' and fought with that superiority over their op- 
' ponents which skill and discipline impart to brave 

* and determined men.' 

The regiment was detached from the army at 
Sultan-Khan- Wallah, and sent to Ferozepore, 
where it arrived on the 31st December 1845. 
1846 It remained at Ferozepore until the 18th Ja- 
nuary, 1846, and again proceeded to, and joined, 
the head quarters of the army at Jelliivallah, on 
the SOth of January. 

The glorious action at Aliwal took place on the 
28lh of January, ' when the enemy's camp was 
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' carried by storm ; the whole of his cannon and |84G 

* munitions of war were captured* and hia army 
' driven headlong across the Sutlej ; even on the 
' right bank of which he found no refuge from 

* the fire of our artillery/ 

The Third Light Dragoons were assembled on 
parade on the morning of the 29th of January to 
celebrate the victory of Almal, when the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, in the pre- 
sence of the whole army, was pleased to make 
use of the following words, most gratifying to 
tlie feelings of every soldier : — * Colonel White, 

* your regiment is an honour to the British army ; 
' and I wish you to make known these my senti- 
' ments, as head of this Government, to your 
' officers and men/ 

On the 10th of February, 1846, the regiment 
had the proud satisfaction of sharing and taking 
a conspicuous part in that glorious and mighty 
combat, the Battle of Sob3*ao7i, when the Sikhs 
were driven from their stronghold, and precipi- 
tated in masses into the Sutlej, and those proud 
invaders were expelled the soil of British India. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
in his Order of Thanks to the Army, was ])lcased 
to pass the following high encomium on the con- 
duct of the regiment in this fight :^ 

* Her Majesty's Third Light Dragoons, as usual, 

* were in the foremost ranks, and distinguished 

* themselves under tlieir commanding officer, 
' Lieut.-Colonel White/ 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, in 
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1846 his despatch, dated 13th February, 1846, thus 
expresses his unqualified approbation of the con- 
duct of the regiment on this occasion : — * The 
' Sikhs, even when at particular points their iH' 
' trenchments were mastered by the bayonet, strove 
' to regain them by the fiercest conflict sword in 
' hand; nor was it until the cavalry of the left, 
' under the command of Major-General Sir Jo- 

* seph Thackwell,* had moved forward and ridden 
' through the openings in the intrenchments 
' made by our Sappers, in single files, and re- 
' formed as they passed them, and the Third 
' Light Dragoons, whom no obstacle usually held 
' formidable by horse, appears to check, had on 
' this day, as at Ferozesfiah^ galloped over, and 

* cut down the obstinate defenders of batteries 
' and field-works, and until the ftill weight of 
' three divisions of infantry with every field ar- 
' tillery gun which could be sent to their aid, had 
' been cast into the scale, that victory finally de- 
' clared for the British. f 

* Lieutenant Frandia, of the ninth lancer$t ectcd as aide-dc-pamp 
to Major-Genera] Sir Jowph Tbackw^H, commanding the cftvalry 
diviiioD, in succession to Lieutenant Roche, of the Tniitit light 
dragoofls, who was appointed to act aa Assistant Quarhir' Master- 
General ; Licutcnanta Francis and Roche had their horses wounded 
at the battle of Sobraon. 

■j- In the active pitivemeiita performed in these severely contested 
battles^ it wua found that the men of the Third Liyht DregoonB 
afibrded an additional proaifof ihejmse fulness and hmvery, by bringing 
up, and assisting in working, the FieEd-Artillu'y, in posiCions where 
the guiis could be efiectiv«Iy used against the cucmy ; thus evincing;, 
that the instruction they had previously received under tlie ayslcm 
introduced at the Cavalry De[>ot at Maidstone^ by Major-General 
Broilicrton, in 1832, may be succceafuUy applied on field servkc. 
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* The fire of the Sikhs first slackcnftd, and 1846 
then nearly ceased; and the victors then pressing 
them on every side, precipitated them in masses 
over their bridge, and into the Sutlej, which a 
sudden rise of seven inches had rendered hardly 
fordable. In their efforts to reach the right 
bank through the deepened water, they snfiered 
from our horse-artillery a terrible carnage : 
hundreds fell under this cannonade ; hundreds 

^ upon hundreds were drowned in attemptiug the 
perilous passage. Their awful slaughter, con* 
fusion, and dismay, were such as would have 
excited compassion in the hearts of their generous 

' conquerors^ if the Khalsa troops had not, in the 
earlier part of the action, sullied their gallantry 

' by slaughtering and barbarously mangling every 

■ wounded soldier, whom* in the vicissitudes of 
attack, the fortune of war left at their mercy. 

* I must pause in this narrative to notice, es- 
' pecially, the determined hardihood and bravery 
' witli which our two battalions of Ghoorkhas, 
' the Sirmoor and Nusaeeree, met tlie Sikhs, 
' wherever they were opposed to them : soldiers, 
' of small stature but indomitable spirit, they 
' vied in ardent courage in the charge witli the 
' grenadiers of our own uation ; and armed with 
' the short weapon of their mountains, were a 
' terror to the Sikhs throughout this great 
' combat 

* Sixty-seven pieces of cannon, upwards of two 
' hundred camel-swivels (zumboorucks), nume- 
' rous standards, and vast munitions of war, cap- 
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1846 ' tured by our troops^ are the pledges and 

* trophies of our victory, 

* Tlie battle was over by eleven in the morn- 

* ing; and in the forenoon 1 caused our engineers 

* to bum a part, and to sink a part, of the vaunted 

* bridge of the Khalsa anny, across which they 

* had boastfully come once more to defy us, and to 
' threaten India with ruin and devastation. 

* The consequences of this great action have 
' yet to be fully developed. It has at least, in 
' God's providencej once more expelled the Sikhs 
' from our territory, and planted our standards 
' on the soil of the Punjaub. After occupying 

* their entrenched position for nearly a month, the 

* Khalsa army had perhaps mistaken the cautioitf 

* which had induced us to wait for the necessary 

* materjel, for timidity: but they must now deeply 

* feel, that the blow, which has fallen on them 
' from the British arm^ has only been the heavier 

* for being long delayed.' 

The following are the losses sustained by the 
Third Light Dragoons in the action of Sobraon : 
killed, 5 men, 1 troop horse; wounded, 4 officers 
and 23 men, 2 officers' chargers and 13 troop 
horses. 

The officers wounded were, Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. B. Gough (Acting Quarter-Master General), 
very severely ; Lieutenant J. B. Hawkes, slightly ; 
Comet Kauntze, severely ; and Quarter-Master 
A- Crabtree, slightly. 

The Third Light Dragoons crossed the Sutlej 
on the 13th February, 1846, and marched on 
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Lakoret where the British army arrived on the 184G 
20th, and encamped on that soil held sacred by 
the Khalsa troops, the * Plains of Myan Meer,' 
where it remained until the 24th March. The 
object for which the army was assembled having 
been attained, the Third Light Dragoons returned 
to their former quarters at Umballa on tlje 7th 
April, having, in leas than four months, marched 
upwards of six hundred miles, and taken a con- 
spicuous part in three of the greatest actions 
recorded in the annals of British India. 

On the 2-3nd of February, 1B46, the Right 
Honourable the Governor-Genera! made the fol- 
lowing annouiicement in General Orders t — 

* The British Army has this day occupied the 

* gateway of the Citadel of Lahore^ the Badshahee 

* Mosque, and the Huzzooree Bagb. 

* The Army of the Suilej has now brought its 

* operations in the field to a close, by the dispersion 

* of the Sikh army, and the military occupation 

* of Lahore^ preceded by a series of the most 

* triumphant successes ever recorded in the mili- 
' tary history of India. 

* The British government, trusting to the faith 
' of treaties, and to the long subsisting friendship 

* between the two states^ had limited military 

* preparations to the defence of its own frontier. 

* Compelled suddenly to assume the offensive, 

* by the unprovoked invasion of its territories, 

* the British Army, under the command of its 
' distinguislied leader, has, in sixty days, defeated 

* the Sikh forces in four tjencrai actions; has cap- 
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1846 * tured two hundred and twenty pieces q^ ^eid artil- 

* lery ; and is now at the Capital dictating to the 
' Lahore Durbar tlie terms of a treaty, the con- 

* ditions of which will tend to secure the British 

* Provincea from therepetitionof a similar outrage/ 

On the 4th March, 1 846, the Governor-General 
made the following further announcement : — 

' Early ou the morning of the 22nd February* 
' a brigade of British troops took formal possession 

* of the Citadel of Lahore, the Badshahee Musjed, 

* and the Huzzooree Bagh. 

* I considered the occupation of Lahore, and the 
' close of active operations in the field, a proper 
' opportunity for marking, by substantial reward, 
' the gratitude of the British Government to its 
' faithful and brave army, which had fought so 

* gloriously, and so successfully ; and I was glad 
' at being able thus to bring into prominent con- 
' trast, the just reward of discipline and obedience, 
' with the certain penalty of insubordination and 

* violence, as exemplified in the fate of the two 

* armies, which had been so long the objects of 
■ mutual observation ; the one, victorious in the 

* field, and honoured and bountifully rewarded 
' by its Government ; the other, in spite of its 
*' exceeding numbers and advantageous positions, 
' vanquished in every battle, abandoned by a 
' government it had coerced, and, with its shat- 

* tered remains, left, but for the intercession of 

* its conquerors, to disperse with no provision of 
' any kind, and to seek a precarious subsistence by 

* rapine and crime.' 
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The following Regular Regiments fonned part 1846 
of the Anglo-Indian Army engaged in the Pun- 
jaubin 1845 and 1846:— 
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The King's Own Regiment op Light Dra- 
goons, from the period of its formation in 1685, 
to the present time, has performed upwards of 
one hundred and sixty years* faithful and me- 
ritorious service in the reign of nine successive 
monarchs. It was employed in the several wars 
on the continent of Europe during the reigns of 
King William III., — of Queen Anne, — and of 
King George II, It was again employed in Por- 
tugal, Spain, and France, from 1811 to 1818. It 
has been since engaged in most arduous duties 
in Afghanistan, and on the banks of the Sutlej, 
where it has acquired additional honours by its 
bravery ; it continues to be employed in guarding 
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1846 the possessions of the British Crown in the distant 
clime of India. 

Whether confronting a foreign enemy in the 
field, or performing duties of a painful character 
at horaCj its conduct has, on all occasions, been 
such as to procure the acknowledgments of the 
Civil Authorities by whom its assistance was 
required ; — the commendations of the General 
Officers under whose immediate command it has 
served ; — the thanks of Parliament ; and the ap- 
probation of its Sovereign* 



The compiler of the Records of the Army feels it his duty 
to ackiiowleJge, that his Uhoura have been greatly assisted hy 4 
memoir of the services of the Third, or the King's Own, Light 
DmgooiiB, which was printed, in 1S33, by Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Stisted, then lieutenant'^olonel of the regiment. King 
TVilliam IV. expressed himself much satisfied with the man- 
ner in which the Colonel had executed a task; to which His 
Majesty attached great importance, and gave Lim credit for 
the zeal and industry with which he had undertaken and pro- 
secuted it ; a notification to the above effect was made to 
Lieu tenant -Colonel Stisted by Lieu tenant-General Sir Herbert 
Taylor^ G,C.H. Lieutenant Colonel Stisted entered the 
Army in May, 1794, as an ensign in the 39th Regiment* — • 
He was appointed to a lieutenancy in the 1 3th Light Dragoons 
in January, 1803, and was promoted to be captain of a troop 
in Febma^, 1 804 : he exchanged to the Third Light Dragoons 
on the 7th of February, 1811 ; and was promoted to a ma- 
jority on the 14th of October, 1819, and to the Lieuteuant- 
Colonelcy of the Regiment on the 22nd of July, 1830; he 
continued in command of the H«giment until tlie 19th of 
May, 1837, when he exchanged to the half-pay: be was re- 
appointed to the full pay In September, 1841, and retireil 
from the service by the sale of his coratnission ; lie died at 
Torquay on the 24th of July, 1842. 
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THIRD, OR THE KING'S OWN REGIMENT 
LIGHT DRAGOONS. 



Chasles, Duke of Somerset, K.G. 

Appointed 2nd Augitii, 1685. 

This nobkman succeeded to the tide of Duke of omekset 
on the decease of his brother, who was murdered at Lerice, in 
Italy, on the 20th of April> 1678, He was elected a Kjiight 
of the Garter in April, 1684, and was one of the privy coun- 
cillors who si^ed the proclamation of the accession of King 
James H,, on the 6th of February following. Beings Lord- 
Lieutenant of Somersetshire at the time of the rebellion of 
tlie Duke of Monmouth, he called out tlte militia of tfa@ 
county, 4nd was rewarded for hi& fidelity to the Crown with 
the colonelcy of the Queen Consort's Regiment of Dra- 
goons, and the appointment of lord of the bed-chamber to His 
Majesty j but was removed from his regiment and court ap- 
pointment for refusing to attend a nuncio from Pope Innocent 
XI- Into the King's pr^ence- At the Revolution in 1688, 
his gruce joined the Prince of Orange, afterwards William HI., 
during part of whose reigfn be presided at the comicil, 
and was one of the lords of the regency when His Majesty 
made his last visit to the Continent. The Duke of Somei^t 
was also a privy councillor^ and master of the horse during part 
of the reign of Queen Aiine ; and, after Her Majesty's demise, 
he was gne of the giiardiaji:i of the rcaJm until the arriv^ of 
George I. iroui Hauov^r. He died oa the 2ud uf Dec., 1748, 
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and was buried in Salisbury Cathedral : a fine marble monu- 
ment of his grace was afterwards placed in the senate-house 
of the University of Cambridge. 

Alexander Cannon, 

Appointed 2nd August^ 1687- 

Alexander Cannon entered the service of the United Pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands, and held a commission in one of 
the English regiments in Holland, with which he served under 
the Prince of Orange (afterwards King William III.), and 
was promoted to the colonelcy of the corps. Having arrived 
in England with his regiment in the summer of 1685, to assist 
in suppressing the rebellion of the Duke of Monmouth, he 
quitted the Dutch service, and was appointed, by King 
James II., Lieutenant-Colonel of the Queen's Dragoons. 
He was a stanch adherent to the Court, and was rewarded 
with the colonelcy of the regiment in 1687; but refusing to 
take the oath to the Prince of Orange, at the Revolution in 
1688, he was removed from his command. 

Colonel Cannon proceeded to Ireland in 1689, where he 
was promoted by King James to the rank of brigadier-gene- 
ral ; he was sent with a small body of men to Scotland, to 
assist the highlanders in their opposition to the government 
of King William III. He was second in command at 
the Battle of Killicrankie, and after the &11 of Viscount 
Dundee, he commanded the Highlanders and Irish. He was 
reinforced by another body of troops from Ireland under Bri- 
gadier-General Buchan, and remained in Scotland two years ; 
but being harassed by the King's forces, and defeated in 
several skirmishes, the highlanders tendered their submis- 
sion to King William, and their commanders followed King 
James to France. 

Richard Leveson, 

Appointed 3Ut December, 1688. 

In the reign of King Charles II. Richard Leteson served 
as a volunteer against the Moors at Tangier, in Africa ; and 
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on the breaking out of the rebellion of the Duke of Monmouth 
in JunCj 1685, lie raised a troop of dr^oons in the county of 
Middlesex, which troop was eventually incorporated id the 
Queen's re^ment, now Third, or Eihq'b Own. In the 
summer of 1687, he was promoted to tEie lieutenant- colonelcy, 
and having joined the standard of the Prince of Orange, in 
November, 1638, he was advanced, on the 3lst of December 
following, to the colonelcy of the regiment. He served at 
the head of the QoEEs'a Dragoons in Ireland ; evinced great 
personal bravery at the Battle of the Boyne, and on other 
occasions, as detailed iu the record of the Thisd Light Dm- 
gootts; and acquired celebrity for his abilitjj activity, and 
gallantry on detached services. After the decease of Brigadier- 
Geaeral VUliers, King William rewardetl the bmve Levbson 
with the command of acorpsof cuJro^iers, now second dragooa 
guards. He served under His Majesty in the Netherlands, 
and was promoted to the rank of major-general oji the 1 Ith 
of January, 1696. Hia decease occurred on the 3rd of 
March, 1699. 

Thomas, Losd Faibpax, 

Appointed 30M January, 16^. 

Loan Fairfax having joined the Prince of Orange at the 
Revolutiou la 1688, was appointed lieutenant and lieutenant- 
colonel in the thin! troop of life guards, which gave him the 
privil^e of taking the court duty of silver stick ; he after- 
wards e.^changed to the second troop (now second regiment) 
of life guards, from which he was promotts] to the colonelcy 
of the QuEEw's drugoonsi. He retired in the following year^ 
and was promoted to the rank of brigadier-geDera! in 1702. 
He died in January, 1710. 



William Li^itd, 

Appointed 2\st February, 1695. 

This Officeh ser\'ed with distinction under King Wil- 
liam III. lu Ireloud and the Netherlands, and was promoted 
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to the fiolonelcy of the Queen's Dragoons by purchase, in 
1695. He sened with hta regiment in FLinders uutil the 
peace of Ryswick j weis promoted to the rank of brigadier- 
general in the spring of 1702 j and, commanding a brigade of 
infantry under the Duke of Ormond, in the espedition to 
Spain, was engaged in the stonning of the forts of Vigo. 
He was subsequently advaneed to the rank of major-general ; 
but obtained permission to diapose of the colonelcy of his 
regiment in 1703^ to Colonel Carpenter, 



Geoeoe Cahpehteh, 

Appointed Z\si December j 1703. 

George Garpenter was bom in February, 1657, and when 
fourteen yearn of nge he was page to the Duke of Montague 
in his grace's^ embassy to France. In 1672, he enteried the 
army as a private gentleman in the Duke of York^s troop of 
life guardsy which corps was, at that period, as a school where 
young gentlemen were qualified for commissioDs. Jn 16S5 
he was appointed troop quarteT-master in a newly-raiaed corps 
of cuirasakra, now second dragoon guards j in wliich regimeot 
he rose to the rank of comet in 1687; aud afterwards to that 
of lieutenant, captain^ and lieu tenant- colon el. He served 
with his regiment in Ireland, and in Flanders and Brabant, 
and w&s promoted to the rank of colonel in the army in 1702. 
In the following year he purchased the colonelcy of the 
Quren's Dragoons and was promoted to the rank of brigailier- 
general on the 25tU of December, 1705. He proca^ed to 
Spain in 1708, and serving with the allied army, signalized 
himself at the unfortunate battle of Almanza in 1707, where 
he repeatedly ctiarged at tlie head of the British cavalry, and, 
commanding one of the last squadrons which left the field, 
saved the Earl of Galway, many wounded men, and much of 
the Irag^ge from falling into the hands of the enemy- He 
continued with the army in Spain, acquiring additional honour 
by his excellent conduct on all occasions, was promoted to 
the rank of major -gen ei-al in September, 170B, and to that of 
lieutenant-general in January^ 1710. Li thebrillknt cavalry 
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action on the plains of Almanara, on the 27th of Jnljr, 1710, 
he highly distinguished him^lf, and was wounded : hia spi- 
rited conduct on this occasion, procured him the thanks of 
King Charles III, of Spain, afterwards Emperor of the 
Romanis, who was with the army. He acquired fresh laurels 
at Sarag-ossa and wrote an interesting; account of that battle^ 
which was published at the time. After advancing to Madrid, 
the army retreated to Valencia and Catalonia^ and Lieutenant- 
General Carpenter was with the division under General Stan- 
hope, which halted at the little walled town of Brihuega, in 
the mountains of Castile^ and was there surrounded and made 
prisoners by the French army. On this occasion he was 
wounded by a musket-ball, which, having; broken part of his 
jaw, lotlged itself under the root of hia tongue, where it re- 
mained several monlhg before It could be extracted, during; 
which time hia ]ife was in dangler, and he suffered great pain. 

In the spring of 1715, he was appointed envoy extraordinary 
and plenipoteotiary to the court of Vienna. During the 
rebellioD of the Earl of Mar, he commanded a detached corps, 
prevented the insui^ents obtaining^ possession of Newcaatle- 
on-Tyne, and afterwards, joining Major-General "Wills, took 
a division of (lie rebel army prisoners, at Preston, in Lanca- 
ahire. He was rewarded with the appointment of governor 
of Minorca and Port Mabon^ and commander of the forces in 
Scotland ; and in May,, 1719, he was advanced to the peerage 
of Ireland by the title of Ba^hon Carpenter of Killaghy in 
the county of Kilkenny. 

LoED' Cabfenteb was many years a member of Farlia- 
rnent^ first for Whitchurch in Hampshire, and afterwards for 
the city of "Westminster. He published a liighly useful work 
entitled ' A Dissertation on the Manc&uvres of Cavalry.' 
After serving llie Ci^w^n a period of nearly sisty yra.rSj in 
the reign of sis successive sovereigns, he died, on the 10th of 
Febniarj-j 1732, in the seventy-tiftli year of his age, and was 
buried at Quselburg in Hampshire, where a monument was 
erected to his memory. He was aiiceator of the Earls of 
Tyrcoanel. 
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Philip Howeswood. 

■ Appointed 29th May, 1732. 

Philip Honetwood entered the army in 1694, and served 
under Xiag William HI, ; he subsequently served Her Ma- 
jesty Queen Anne, attd became an efficient officer uniier the 
celebrated John, Duke of MAniBoaonGH, Having at- 
tflined the rank of lieutenant-colonel En the tbirty*third foot, 
on the Slth of May, 1709^ he was promoted to the colonelcy 
of the 92nd regiment* which was disbanded in 1712. Id 
1715 he was commissioned to raise, form, and discipline a 
regiment of dragoons, (uow the eleventh lig-ht dragoons), 
which he executed with ability, and was afterwards instru- 
luental ill the suppression of the rebellion of the Earl of Ma.r. 
In 1719 he commanded a brigade imder Lord Cobham at the 
capture of Vigo and Rondondella in Spain, On the £9tb of 
May, 1732t he was removed to the command of the Thibd 
dragoons!, which he retained until promoted to the King'a 
OwTi regiment of horse in 1743. In 1742 a British force 
was sent to Flanders, under General Honeywood, who held 
the chief command of the troops, until the arrival of the Earl 
of Stair. At the battle of Dettingen one division of the army 
was commandod by this distinguia^hed officer, and he led the 
royal horse gijnrds and the King's horee to thechaj^ witli 
great gallantry. He served in the subsequent campaigns on 
the continent with distinction, jand with the approbation of 
his Hoverei^, by whom he waa advanced to the dignity of a 
Knight of the honourable oider of the Bath. He died In 
1752, ard was interred with military honours at Portsmouth, 
of which place he was governor at the time of his decease. 



Humphrey Bland. 

Appointed 18iA April, 1743. 

Humphrey Bland served several uainpatgns on the continent 
under the celebrated John, DtiE£ op Marlborough. He 
afterwards served as I ieut. -colonel in Spain, and in 1710 was 
wounded at the battle of Almanara. In 1713 he was ap- 
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pointed lieiit.-colonel to the eleventli dragoons, and was after- 
wirdi* lieu t. •colonel of the second horse, now first dragoon 
guards. In 1737 he was promoted to the colonelcy of the 
thirty ^stb foot, ftom which he «'as removed in 1741, to the 
thirteenth dragoons, and two years afterwards to the King's 
Own dragoons. He had his horse shot under him at Det- 
tingen j displayed ^reat gallantry at Fontenoy^ and highly 
distinguished himself at the battle of Cullodeu. Ih 1752 he 
was removed to the first dragoon guards ; and died in the 
following year. 

JaueSj Lobd Ttbawlet, 

Appointed Hih Juli/, 1752, 

The Hon. Jaues O^Haba was appointed lieutenant in the 
royal r^imeut of fuaillerSf comumnded by his ^ther^ on the 
15th of March, I703»andin 1706 he proceeded with his regi- 
ment to the relief of Barcelona. In the follqwing year he 
was aide-de-camp to the Earl of Galway, whose life he m re- 
ported to have saved at the unfortunate battle of Almanza, by 
LQterpoiiLag between his lordsliip and a dragooo^ whom he 
shot with his piiitol, but was, himself, wounded by the dra- 
goon. He served several years at Minorca, and in 1713 
obtained the colonelcy of tlie royal fusiiliers, in succession to 
his fether, at whose decease, in 1733, he succeeded to t\\e 
dignity of Baron Tthawlet, The rank of brigadier- 
general waA conferred on his lordship on the 23rd of Nuvem'- 
ber, 1735 ; tiiat of major-general on the 2nd of July^ 1739; 
and in August, of the latter year, he was removed from the 
royal fu&iliera to the fifth horse^ now fourth dragoon guards. 
In March, 1743, lie was promoted to the rank of lieutenant- 
geaeral, and in the following month oblained the colonelcy 
of the second troop of horse grenadier guards, from, which 
he was removed in 1745 to the third troop of life guards, 
which gave him the privilege of taking the courtduty of gold 
Blick. In 1746, when King George [I, bad resolved to dis- 
band tlie third and fourth troops of life guards, his lordship 
was removed to the tenth foot: he wasagain removed, in 1749, 
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to fbfi fiiurteeDth dragoons ; in 1752, to the TniRD or King^b 
Ows regiment of dragoons j and hi 1755, to tlie second, or 
Coldstream, rag^ent of foot guards. He was appointed go- 
vernor of Portsmouth on the 1st of May, 1759, and was pro- 
moted to the rank of general on the 7th of March, 1761. He 
held the appointment of governor of Minorca for several 
years ; ivas employed an envoy and ambassador to the courts 
of Portugal and Russia ; and died at Twickenham on the 
13th of July, 1773. 

George, Eari, of Albbhable. 

Appointed QlJi April, It 65. 

Viscount Bdht commenced his military service as ensign 
in the second foot guards in 1738; in 1741 he was captain- 
lieutenant in the royal dragoons ; in 1743 he held the same 
rank in his former regiment ; and on the 27tb of May^ 1745, 
he obtained the comraisaion of captain and lieut.-colonel in 
the aame corps. He was aide-de-camp to the Duke of Cum- 
berland at the battle of Fontenoy ; also attended Hia Royal 
Highness at the battle of CulIodejii,^w3s sent with the newa 
of that victory to London, and was immediately afterwards 
appointed aide-de-camp to the King with the rank of colonel. 
The colonelcy of the twentieth foot was conferred on bi& lord- 
ship on the Istof NoTeraberj 1749. In 1754 he sucet^ied to 
the title of Eabl of Albemarlej and obtained the colonelcy 
of the King's Own dragoons in the Bucceeditig year. The 
rank of major-general was conferretJ on his lordsliip in 1756, 
and that of lieut, 'general in 1769. Jn 1761 he was a member 
of the privy council and governor of the island of Jersey j and 
in 1762, he comnianded the land forces employed in the re- 
duction of the Havannah ; In tltc performance of which service 
he acquired great reputation,, and his conduct called forth the 
approbation of his sovereign and of the British nation. He was 
elected a Knight of the Garter in 1766 ; and died in 1772- 
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Charles, Lord Southampton. 

Appointed 20ih October, 1772. 

LoBD CruBLEs FiTKROt, brother of Augustus-IIenry, Duke 
of Grafton, choosing a military life, obtaiDed the comiuifsion 
of ensign in the fiFst foot g-uards on the 16th of March, 1752. 
la 1750 he was promoted to the TSJik of lieuteuajit, and in 
1758 obtajaed the command of a company with the rank of 
lieut.-coloneL In 1762 he was promoted to the colonelcy of 
the 1 19th, or Prince's Own, regiment of foot, which was dis- 
banded after the peace of FoDtainbleau. The colonelcy of 
the fourteenth dmg^wne was conferred on his lordship oa the 
1 1th of September, 1765, and in 1772 he was promoted to the 
rank of major-genera.! and removed to the Kikg^s Own dra- 
goons. He was further promoted to the rank of lieut, -general 
in 1777 ; advanced to the peerage by the title of Loud 
SoDTHAMrTON in 17S0 ; and promoted to the rank of general 
in 1793. He dieJ on the 2Ist of March, 1797. 



Appointed 2^rd Marchj 1797- 

This OrPiCKR was appointed on the 13th of December, 1761, 
captain in the seventeenth light dragoons, then commanded by 
captain-conimBJidant Lord Aberdour. In JunCj 1 764, he was 
appointed major of the eig^hth dragoons, and In May, 1 768, 
obtained the lieut. -colonelcy of the regiment, from wiiich he 
was removed on the 8th of M&y^ 1780, to the lieut, -colonelcy 
of the KisG^s Own dr^oons. He was appointed raajor- 
geueral in 1782; colonel of the eighth dragoons in 1789; 
antt lieut- -general on the 12th of Octoljer, 1793. After the 
decease of Lord Soutliampton the colonelcy of the Kxsrc's 
OwH dragoons was conferred on Li cut, -General Lascelles, who 
was also groom of the bed-chamber to King George lit, ; and 
was advanced to the rank of general in 1798. He was highly 
respected by the officers of the regiment, luid was distinguished 
fur easy dignity, manline^^ and good ^n^. He died in 
1799. 
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Sib Cqablbs Gret, K.B. 

Appointed 4th September, 1799. 

Chahlss Grey, fourth son of Sir Henry Grey, Baronet, 
entered the army in the reign of King George 11., and was 
promofeiJ to the coniroand of a, company In the twentietli foot 
on the 31&t of May, ITSS. In 1758 hia regiment proceeded 
to G^ermany^ and he w^ appointed aide-de-camp to the Duke 
of Brunswick, in which capacity he served in 1759 at the 
glorious tffiLttle of Minden, where he waa wounded. In 1761^ 
he viias appointed lieut. -colonel commandant of the ninety^ 
eighth regiment, which w&s then newly -raised, and was dis- 
banded after the peace of Fontainbleau, when he was placed 
on half-pay. In 1772 he was promoled to the rank of colonel, 
and appointed aide-de-camp to King George III.j who coa- 
ferred on him the colonelcy of the twenty-eighth foot in Marcli^ 
1777, and promoted him to the ranis of major-general in 
August following-. In 17B2 he obtained the dig^nity of a 
knSght of the Bath ; was promoted totherankoflieut.-general, 
and appointed commander-in-chief in America ; but the war 
was terminated before he had nu ojiportunity of proceeding 
thither. In 1787 he was removed to the eig^hth dragoons ; 
and in 1769 he obtained the colonelcy of the seventh or Prin- 
cess Royarji dragoon guards. 

In 1793 Sir Charles Grey was appointed to the command 
of an e:(pedition to tilie West Indies ; but while the anuament 
wag preparing the Duk^ of York raised the siege of Dunkirk, 
and the French menaced Ostend 4ni:I Nieuport, The troops 
sailed for Flanders, and by his timely arrival Sir Charles Grey 
preser\'ed the two fortresses from the power of the enemy. He 
subsequently proceeded to the W^t ludi^^ and the islands of 
MaJtinico, St. Lucia, and Guadaloupe were captured : and his 
services were recompensed with the government of Dumbarton, 
and the colonelcy of the twentieth, or Jamaica, regiment of 
light dragoons, by commii^ion dated the 4th of November, 
1795, After his return to England he was promoted to the 
rank of general^ sworn of the privy-council, reappointed 
colonel of the eighth dragoons, and placed in command of the 
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troops stationed in (lie southern district, to repel the projected 
French invasion. In 1799 he was appointed colonel of the 
ThIrd, or King's Own dragoons. At length, being worn 
out with age and active service^ be retired to hh countty seat 
tn pass the remainder of hh days in the bosom, of his family. 
His services were not forgotten by his sovereign, who created 
him Baron Grky oeHowicKin 1801 ; and advanced him, in 
1806, to thedig^iity of Viscount Ho^vick and EarlGret: he 
held also the govemment of the island of Giiernsey. His 
decease occurred oo the ]4th of November, 180'J,at his seat 
called FalJowden, near Alnwick, in Northumberland. 



William Caktwright, 
Appointed 2Bth November^ 1807- 

This Officer was appointed cornet in the tenth dragoons on 
the 22nd of February', 1769, lieutenant in 177^, captain- 
lieutenant in the Third dragoons in 1778* ^.nd exchanged in 
1779 to the tenth dragoons, of which corps he was appointed 
major In 1786, and lieut.-colonel in 1793. The hig-h con- 
dition of the tenth was a proof of his care and attention to all 
the duties of commanding officer; and in 1796 he was ap- 
pointed colonel in the armyj and aide-de-camp to King George 
III. Having been promoted to the rank of major-general in 
April, 1802, he was emplojefl on the staff of South Britain 
during the succeeding sis years, first in the inspection of 
cavalry regiments in the western district, afterwards in th« 
eoramand of the oavalry on the coast of Kent, in thecommand 
of the cavalry in the home district, and subsequently in the 
command of a brigade of cavalry in Kent, designed for foreign 
service. In 1804 he was promoted from the lieu t.- colonelcy 
of the tenth, to the colonelcy of the twenty-tliird dfagot>n5,and 
in 1807 he obtained the colonelcy of the King's Own dra- 
goons^ He was advanced to the rank of lieut, -general in 1 80Sj 
to that of general in 1819, and in 1821 he was removed to 
the colonelcy of the King's dragon g^iards. He was a member 
of the consolidated board of general otlioers : his decease oc- 
curred in February, 1827. 
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Stapleton Cotton, VtacounT CoMBenMEBE, 
G.C.B., and G.C.H. 

Appointed 25th Ja?tuafyi 1821. 

Stafletok" Cotton entered the army in 1190 as second 
lieutenant in the royal Welsh fusiliers. His services, in com- 
mand of a troop of the sixth di^igoon gitai-d^ under the Duke 
of York in Flanders, under General Harris in the East Indies, 
at the Cape of Good Hope, under the Duke of WeIling-|on in 
command of a brigade of t-avalry at Talavera, in command of 
the Britiah cavalry at Fuentes d'Onor, Salamanea^ Orthea, 
Toulouse, &c. &c. Stc, were rewarded with the dignity of 
Viscount CoMBEltMEaE, grand cross of the military order 
of the Bath, and grand cross of the royal Hanoverian Guelphic 
order. He was appointed to the colonelcy of the twentieth 
dragoons in 181 3, to that of the King's Own dragoons in 1S21, 
and was removed in 1629, to the first regimetjt of life guards, 
of which corps he has retained the command to the present 
time. 

Loan George Thomas BEHEaFORDj G.C.H., 

Appointed l6th Sepfemlier, 1S29. 

LoBD GFOitGE Behesfohd entered the service as cornet of 
the 14th light drag;oon& in April^, 1 794 ; he was shortly after- 
wards promoted, and, after serving in the grades of lieutenant 
and captain in the infantry, he obtained, in DeeemberT 1800, a 
majority in the 6th dragoon guards. In the following three 
yeora he was employed Math that regiment in Ireland, and in 
attending Parliament as a member of the House of Commons 
for the county of Waterford, of whicli he was Gustos 
Rotulorum. He was promoted to the rank of lieut. -colonel 
in DlUon'a regiment in 1803, and when a second battalion was 
added to the 7l3t regiment, under the Additional Force Act, 
in the year 1804, Lieutenaut-Colonel Lord George Beresford 
was selected for the command of it. In July, 1807^ Lord 
Geo]"ge Beresford reverted to the cavalry branch of the service, 
and was appointed to the command of the 2nd, or Queen's 
Dragoon Guards, which he retained until his promotion to 
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the rank of maior^;eDeraI on the 4th June, 1814. On the I6th 
S^tember, 1829, his Lordship was appointed to the colonelcy 
of the Third, Kino's Own, Light Dragoons, and attained the 
rank of lieut.-general in the army on the 22nd July, 1830. His 
Lordship was brother to the late, and uncle to the present, 
Marquess of Waterford , and he died at the Palace at Armagh , 
the residence of his elder brother, the Lord Primate of Ire- 
land, on the 26th October, 1839. 

Lord Charles Sohbrset Manners, K.C.B. 
Appointed 8<A Novembery 1839- 



rr 



123 



appe:ndix 

To THK 

HISTORICAL RECORD 



THIRD. OR THE KING'S OWN, REGIMENT 

OF 

LIGHT DRAGOONS. 



The following' is a list of the Officere of the Third, or 
the King'a Omij Light Dragpoon-'?,, showing- those who were 
engaged hi the campaign on the Sutlej iu the years 1845 
and 1846. 

Copies of Brigadier ^Tllite's Reports, dated 19th and 25th 
December, 1845, are aTinescd, respecting' the conduct of _the 
OHicers and Men at; the memorahle battles of Bloodkee and 
f erozeahah. 

These tesitimonials are equally honourable to the Officers and 
Men, anii to their Commander, Brigadier-General "White, by 
whose ta3enL!i, bravery and example, the excellent qualiti^ of 
the regiment were drawn forth, whteh are attested in the 
strongegt terms of commendation, by the Governor-GeneTal 
and by the Commander-in-Chief, in India, as detailed iu the 
Historical Record of the eervicea of the Re^^ment. 

To these reports are added copies of the Votes of Thanks of 
the House of Lords, Etnd of the House of Commons i Marks of 
Honour, which are conferred only for great and gflorious 
Bctiom, and for special public services. 
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Names and Distribution of the Officers of the Third, "King's Own" Li^t 
Dragoons, during the campaign on the Sutlej, in 1845 and 1846. 



Hank. 



Names. 



Kemaikt. 



Lieut.-Colonel Colonel Sir Jcseph 
Thackwell, K.C.B. 
andK.H. 

Col. Michael White. 



Major. 



Captain 



Lieutenant . 



Lieut-Colonel G. H. 
Lockwood. 

Lieut.-CohC.W.M. 
Balders. 



J. Tritton . . . 

J. W. Yerbury . . 
J. R. B. Hale . . 



Lieut.-ColoDeI J. B. 

Gough. 

W. Unett. . . . 



Major W. R. Herries 
J. E. Dyer . . . 

G. Forbes . . . 



W.E.F. Barnes. . 
J.E.Codd . . . 



Commanding the Cawnpore Sta- 
tion as Major-General ; was pre- 
sent at Sobraon, where he com- 
manded the Cavalry Division. 

Brigadier commanding the Ca- 
valry Division at Moodkee and 
1st Cavalry Brigade at Feroze- 
shah, where he was wounded 
Promoted Aid-de-Camp to the 
Que^i, with the rank of Colonel, 
on the 3rd April, 1846. 

Absent on leave. Promoted on 9th 
November, 1846. Rejoined on 
13th January, 1847. 

Commanded the regiment at 
Moodkee and Ferozeshah until 
wounded on the evening of 21st 
December. 

Assistant AdjntantGeneral of the 
Cavalry Division. Promoted in 
10th Royal Hossarson 3rd April, 
1846. 

Absent on leave. Promoted on 9th 
November, 1846. Rejoined &th 
April, 1847. 

Commanded the regiment on the 
night of the 21&t December, and 
during the action of the 22nd, 
vice Major Balders ; wounded. 
Promoted to the rank of M^jor 
on the 3rd April, 1846. 

Commanding 2nd Cavalry Bri- 
gade ; severely woimded at 
Sobraon. 

In charge of Dep6t Troop at Maid- 
stone. Rejoined the regiment 
4th June, 1846. 

Aide-de-Camp to the Governor- 
General. Killed at Moodkee. 

Absent on leave. Exchanged to 
the 68th Regiment, on 3rd April, 
1846. 

In charge of Detachments en route. 
Join^ the regiment in January, 
1846, and was present at 
Sobraon. 

Present with the regiment. 

Promoted Captain on 19th Decem- 
ber, 1845, vice Herries. Killed 
in action at Ferozeshah. 
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Rabl:. 


Numes. 


Rt'ittnikf. 


■ 


LieuteusQt > 


& Fisher .... 


Mpjor of Brignde of Ist Cn^alry 








Brigadi? t EGTtrely iroundt'd at 


^^^H 








Mfloilfcee. Promoted Captain on 
23nd December, vice Codd, 


^^^^H 








^^^H 




1 1 


W. H. Hadfleld . . 

G- NeTrton , , . 
J. Mnrtiu . . . 


In charge of DL*pot Service Troaps 

atUmbalLa. Promoted 3rd April, 

IS46. 

Killed Id actioD at Moodkee 

At CiTalrr Dep^t, Maidstone 

PromotL'd on 9ih November, IS46- 


I 




]) 


E. G- Swinfon . . 


Sererely wounded at Moodkee. 


^^^H 




I } 


J. D. Codwell * . 


Present with the iVgimentL 


^^^^1 




1 > 


J, SulliTaii, 


Appo^tlt<^d Officiating Major of 
Jiri^de of IsC Cavalry Brigade 
OQ 19th December, lice Fisapr ; 


^H 








^^^^H 








wounded, 


^^^^1 




I) 


H. Wood, . . . 


On leave of absence. Eejolned the 
regiment on 28tli Jone, 1840, 


^H 




1} 


E, Eoche- . . , 


Aidii-de-Camp to llnjor-Geoenil 
Sir J, Thackwell \ afterwards 
Acting Assistant Qnnrter-Master- 
Gerierol. Present at Sobraon, 


H 




» 1 


G. Cookes . , . 


Appointed Acting Adjutant to the 
rejrlniLTit, on ] 0th Etcember, ti« 
Sullivan, Acting Brigade Major. 


H 




1' 


G. Bowles . . . 


Od duty With Invalids, Joined the 
Tegimei]! ia Jaauary» 1846, and 
was present at Sgbraoo. Ex- 


H 






changed to 7tli UnsEarB on 27ih 


^^^H 






AugnFt, 1846. 


^^^^1 




■ 


J. H. TraTeiB . . 


At Cavalrr DepAt, Mwdstone. 
Rejoined the rt-'giment on 1st 

Tpf^T V- 1 d 1 1* 


^B 








Jniy, L34{i. 


^^H 




ti 


R. Cuemenl. . . 


On leave of absence, liejoioed the 
r£!gim$Dt on the 17th Septeinlierj 
1846. 


■ 




i I 
I 1 


E. B» Coreton . . 
J. B. Hawkes . . 
T. Pen*ftn » . . 


Several}' wotmded at Moodkee. 
Present ; — wonnded ai Sobraon. 
Present, 


^ 




1 1 
i 1 


H. C- Morgan . . 
F. G. Archer Barton 


Severely woupded at FerozesJiah. 
Present with the regiment j re- 
ceived aeoDtusioD at Feroze»h&h. 


1 




Cornet . 

9 t 


E. Worley . . . 
U. Ellis .... 


Killed at Min>dkec. 
Killed at Porexeebah, 


I 




* t 


H. W. White . . 


PreEect. Wouuded at Sobraon. 
Promoted on 19'th Deeember> 
1845, t>f« Lieut. Codd. 


1 




* I 


J. D. Wtite . . . 

• 


Pre^eut. deceived a coiitusion at 
Ferozeshah. Promoled on I9ili 
December, 1845, vice LieuL 
NewliDD. 


■ 






K 2 


J 




K^H^^ 






^^^^^1 
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D.ank. 


Viaan' 


BL<HUlEk>i 




Cornet . 


George Wyndham 


Exchanged to 16th T.Rncers, with 






Kuigbt Bruce. 


Coru«t IloilgsuTi, on 3lst Oc- 
tober, aud cautiLued tiu semce 
witli the 3rd Light Dragoons. 
Killed at Forozeshali oo the ^IeL 






t ' 


J. Kathwell, 
Ridiat}' Master. 


Fr^^Dt. Riiveived a cocitusiDu at 
FerDJi«'ahali. Promoted on. ^Snd 
D^ceiubet, 1 845, uice Lieut. 
Fislier. 






J T 


W. H. Orme, . ■ 
C. R. Colt . . . 


Severely wounded at Ferozeshah. 

Promoted on 3ril April, IS+tf. 
En rmite with Detachment ; joined 

the regiment in Feliriiary, 184(1, 

bdJ was preseot at SnbmoD. 

Promoted on 9th Novem1i«r, 

184^. 






1 J 


R. IIodgBOD . . . 


Exchanged from the Ifith LanwrB 
on 31st Octol)er, 13+.^, with Cor- 
net Bruce. Joineil the Urd 
Light Dingoons in January, 
1846, and was presentat Sobraon. 






f 1 


G. Br F. Eauntze . 


Present. Severely woanded at 
Sobraon. 






PaymaBter , 


E, Cormick . . . 


Present with the Eegimeiit. 






Adjutant . 


Lieut J. Sullivan 


Present. 






Ouarterin aster 


A. Crabtree . 


Preseoi. Wounded at Sobraon. 






Surgtfln - 


J. HenderBon (M.D) 


On duty vith Invalids.. 






AsBis. Surgeon 


H. Fmiiklm . . 


Present 






» ' t » 


F. Laing CM,D>. . 


Present. 






Vet, Surgeon 


G. Edlin .... 


Presents 






It is worthy of being recorded, that many of the Non-Com- 




^^^^L^ missioned Officers and Men, wbo were wounded Jii ihe different H 


^^^^^^H engagements, concealed the fact, that they might haFe on H 


^^^^^^H opportuniLy of sibaring-in any further Acllons in which the ^^^H 


^^^^^^1 regiment mig^ht be engaged. Amongst others, Troop Serjeant' ^^^H 


^^^^^H major Waltba Eldridgei, wbo received a bayonet wouitd ^M 


^^^^^^M through the calf of his leg, in charging over the enemy's H 


^^^^^^1 entrenched infantry on the evening; of the 2lst December, H 


^^^^^^1 never reported the circunagtancej untjil from lamenesg', caiised H 


^^^^^^1 by inflammation of the leg, (be brave fellow coutd no longer H 


^^^^^^1 conceal it. lie ivos immetltately. conveyed to the HospitAl, H 


^^^^^^B where he dieil in a few days afterward^, ^M 
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Copy of a Despatch of Brigadier M. White, C,B , Com.' 
manding the Cavalry Mivision on the I8t?i Deceitther, 1845, 
to the AifjtUant- General of the Army in India, 



SxH, 



Camp, Muodkee, l9th December, 1845. 



In forwarding the accompanyiDg^tupn of the cosualti^ which 
occurred in the Cavalry Division under my command in the 
Action of yesterday, 1 have the honour to state, for the infor- 
mation of Hia Excellency the Commander-ln' Chief » tliat the 
whole of the regimentB engaged performed their duly to my 
entire satisfaction ; but ^ consequent on the nature of the ground 
atitl the numerous bodies of both Cavalry and Infantry that 
were opposed to them, I regret to say the loss h^ been very 
heavy, more particularly in Her Majesty's 3rd Light Dragons, 
who bore the brunt of the Action, 

I further beg to bring to the notice of His Excellency, that 
Captain Tritton of Her Majesty's 3rd Light Dmgoons, my 
Assistant Adjutant- General, captured one of the enemy's 
Standards with his own lianda, which he has delivered over to 
me as Commanding" tbe Cavalry l3ivi.*ioQ. 

It has also been reported to me by Lieutenant and Adju^nt 
Sullivan of Her Majesty's 3ni Light Dragoons, that Serjeant 
Hinds, and a party of six or seven men of the ref!;imeat, 
succeeded in capturing two of the enemy's Guns, after ciittins^ 
down tbe whole of the armed party who were with them 
The Guns were marked by order of Lieutenant Sullivan, who 
can identify them. 

I have in conclusion to add, that the undermentioned 
Oltieeni afforded me every assistance, and conducted themselves 
throughout the Action to my entire satisfaction, and I beg to 
bring them to Hia Eacellency's favourable notice ;— 

Brigadier Guugh, C.B,, Her Majesty's 3pd- Light 

Dragoons. 
Brigadier flLictier, 4th Native Cavalry (Lancers), 
Major Balders, Commanding 3rd Light Dragoons. 
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Captain Dawkins, Commanding Gorernor-General's 

Body-Guard. 
Major Alexander, Commanding 5th Light Cavalry. 
Captain Nash, Commanding 4th Light Cavalry. 
Captain Christie, Commanding 4th Irregular Cavalry. 
Captain Tritton, Assistant Adjutant-General of Cavalry. 
Captain Quin, DeputyQuarter Master-General of Cavalry. 
Lieutenant Fisher, Brigade-Major. 
Captain Harrington, Brigade Major. 
Captain Wyld, Brigade Major. 
I trust I may also be permitted to name Lieutenant and 
Adjutant Sullivan, Her Majesty's 3rd Light Dragoons, who 
rendered me most essential service, independent of his regi- 
mental duties, throughout the action. 

I have, &G., 

M. White, 

Lieut-Col. 3rd Light Dragoons, 
Brigadier Commanding Cavalry Division, 
Army of the Sutlg. 



Copy of a Despaich from Brigadier M. White^ CJB., Com- 
manding the Cavalry Division^ to the Adjutant- General 
of the Army in India, 

Camp, Ferozeshah, 25th December, 1845. 
Sib, 

In compliance with instructions contained in the General 
Order by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of yester- 
day's date, I have the honour to report on the operations of 
the Cavalry Division under my command during the Actions 
of the 2lst and 22nd instant, as far as came under my personal 
observation, and have the gratification to state, for His 
Excellency's information, that every Individual of Her 
Majesty's 3rd Light Dragoons, both Officers and Men, per- 
formed their duty with the highest credit to themselves and 
their country. This I had an opportunity of witnessing, having 
charged at the head of the regiment myself through a battery 
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of the eaetny's g-utja which met us with a most filing fire 
of grape, and over their infantry entrenched in front of their 
camp. This charge was a most gallant and euecessful one, 
as we succeeded in completely driving the enemy from theif 
^unsj though, I regret to an-y., our loss on this occasion has 
been very severe, both in Officera and Men, as will be seen by 
tlie Casualty Return of the Corjia. 

I beg tn bring lo his Escellency^s favourable notice the 
merits of the followmjr Officers who gallantly led tlie regi- 
ment into action : — Major Balders^ Commanding ; Captain 
Tritton, Assistant Adjutant- General ; Lieutenant Sullivan, 
Officiating Major of Brigade ; Caplain Havelocfc, and Brigade 
Major Wyld of the 4th Lancers; the two latter Officers 
were at the time acting under my orders, and charged with the 
regiment* 

I beg to addj that Major Balders having been wounded in 
the cliarge, the command devolved on Captain Hale, who 
brought the regiment out of Action. 

During the 22nd, the brigade immediatelj under my com- 
mand was engaged manccuvring during the whole of the day, 
sometimes for the protection of our own Artillery, and at others, 
with a view of cutting off the enemy's retrKit,, and capturing 
their few remaining gunsj in the latter we were not succeaa- 
ful, as, with the excepLion of about a eqnadron of Her Majesty's 
3rd Light Dragoons and the 4ih Regiment of Lancers, the 
whole of the Cavalry had been withdrawn off the field. On this 
day our lo&* was comparatively small* having lost a few Non- 
commissioned Officers and Men, and having two Officers' 
chargers killed by round shot, one of which was Lieutenant 
Sullivan's, my officiating Major of Brigade, beinw the third 
horse shot under him during the Actions of the 1 Bth, 2lst, and 

22nd December. 

I have, &c., 

M, White, 

Lieut,~Cul. 'ird Liyht Dragoons, 
Brigadier Commandint/ Cavalry VicuioKf 
Armj/ tftJis Sttltef. 
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Extracts from Minutes of Proceedings of the Mouse of 

Lords. — 2nd March, 1846, 

" Order of the day read, Moved to resolve, — ^Tbat the 
Thanks of this House be given to the Right Honoumble Lieu- 
tenaot-General Sir Henry Hardin^e, Governor-General of 
India, Knight Grand Cross of tlie Order of the Bath, for the 
energy and ability with which he directed the military meand 
at Ills disposal, to the repelling of the unprovoked invasion 
by tlie Sikh Army, of the dominions of the British Govern- 
ment, and of the Protected States upon the left bank of the 
Sutlej ; and also for the firmness and gallanJry with which he 
directed the operations of that portion of the Army under his 
immediate command^ ia the afternoon and oij^ht of December 
Slst, 184o, and on the morning of the 22nd, upon which occa* 
sion the enemy's defencea were carried by storm, the greater 
part of tlieir Artillery captured, and their subsequent attempts 
to regain wliat they had lost repeatedly defeated. 

" On queationj Resolved in the Aj^rmativef Nemine disseti" 
tiente" 

" Then it waa moved to resolve,' — That the Thanks of this 
House be given to General Sir Hugh Gough, Baronet, Knight 
Grand Cross of the Order of tlie Bath, C ora man der-in- Chief 
of the Forces in the East Indies, for the distingiiJBhed valour 
with which he directed and led the several attacks upon the 
enemy, aud for tlie eminent sendees rendered by him irj tiie 
Battles of the 18th, 21st, and 22nd of December, 1845 ; dis- 
playing, as lie did, in conjunction with the Governor-General, a 
brilliant example to the Troops of perseverance and courage 
in critical circ urns tan cea, and of irresistible ardour in the 
several attaeka made upon the enemy. 

" On question, Resolved in the Affirmativej Nemine dissen- 
tiente" 

'* Then it was moved to resolve,- — That the Tiiauks of this 
Houae be given to Major-General Sir Henry Geoi^e Smith, 
Knight Commander of the Order of tlie Batti, to Major-Gene- 
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ral Walter Kaleig^h Gilben, and to Major-General Sir John 
Hunter Littler, Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath, 
and to the several OfficerSj European and Native, under tlieir 
eommflnd, for the eminent services rendered by them in the. 
recent arduous and successful operalious, 

" On Qu&iiion, Hesoti-etl \n\h0 Affirmative, Ne mine dissen- 
tients." 

** Then it was moved to resolve, — That the Thanks of this 
House be given to the Noft-ComtniasioMed Officers and Private 
Soldiers, European and Native, for the perseverance arid for- 
titude maintained hy them at Moodbee, on the 18th December, 
I845j and for the daring valour with which they forced the 
enemy a entt^uchments at Feroz^bah on the 2l5t and 22iid of 
December, captured inost of his guns, and finally compelled 
the Sikh Army, of greatly superior numbers, to retire witLun 
their own frontier ; and that this Resolution be signified to 
them by the Commanders of ihe several Corps. 

** On qwestion, Sesoiced in l\ie Ajfirmatice, Nemine dissen- 

" Then it was moved, — That the said Resolutions be trans- 
mitted by the Lord Chancellor to the Governor-General of 
India, and that he be requested to commuuicale the sam« to 
the several Officers referred to therein. 

*' On qdtsiion, Resolved in the Aj^rmative'* 



Extratts from Minutes of Proceedings of the House of 

Lords,— 2nd April, 1846. 
" Order of the Day reafl, moved to resolve, — That the 
Thanks of thia House be givfiH to Major-Genera] Sir Heniy 
George Smith, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable 
Military Order of the Bath, for his skilful and meritorious 
conduct, when in command of the British Troops einf"loyed 
aj^OBta hirge jwrtJon uf the Sikh Army, of greitlj superior 
numbers; and for thesigiial valour aud judgmeul displayed 
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by him in the battle of the 28th of January, 1846, when the 
enemy's force was totally defeated, and a new lustre added to 
the reputation of the British Arms. 

" On question, Resolved in the Affirmative, Nemine dissen- 
tiente." 

" Then it was moved to resolve, — That the Thanks of this 
House be given to the several Officers, European and Native, 
under the command of Sir Henry Smith, for the distinguished 
services rendered by them at the battle of Aliwal. 

" On question, Resolved in the AffirmcUivey Nemine dissen- 
tiente." 

" Then it was moved to resolve, — That this House doth 
highly approve of and commend the intrepidity and exemplary 
discipline displayed by the Non -Commissioned Officers and 
Private Soldiers, European and Native, on the 28th of January 
1846, in their attack on the enemy's position, by which the 
Sikhs were completely routed and driven in confusion across 
the Sutlej, with the loss of all their Artillery and Millitary 
Equipment ; and that the same be signified to them' by the 
Commanders of the several Corps, who are desired to thank 
them for their gallant behaviour. 

" On question, Resolved in the Affirmative, Nemine dissen- 
tiente:* 

" Then it was moved to resolve, — That in requesting the 
Governor-General of India to communicate these Resolutions 
to the several OflScers referred to therein, this Hou,se desires 
to acknowledge the zeal and judgment evinced by the Right 
Honourable Lieut-General Sir Henry Hardinge, Knight 
Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath, Governor-General of 
Tndia, and also by General Sir Hugh Gough, Baronet, Knight 
Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Forces in India, in supplying Major-General Sir Henry 
Smith with such reinforcements and military means as enabled 
him, under Divine Providence, to overcome all the obstacles 
thrown in his way by a brave and determined enemy. 
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** On question, Reiolved'm ibft ^^Ljfirmative, Nemine dissm- 
tiente'' 

" Then it was moved to resoke,^ — That the TLaaks of this 
House be g^iveu to the Riglii Honourable Lieut. -General Sir 
Henry Hardinge, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Houourable 
Military Order of the Bath, Governor-General of India, for 
the judgment, energy, and ability with wliicli the resources 
of tlie British Empire in India fmve been applied in repelling 
the unjust aud unprovoked invasion of the Eritisli Territory 
by the Sikh Nation ; and for the valour and indefkti^ble 
exertions which he displayeil on the lOth of February, 1846, 
at the battle of Sobraouj wheD^ by the blessing" of Almighty 
God^ which we desire most humbly to acknowledge, this 
hostile and treacherous invasion was successfiiUy defeated, 

'' Ob question, Resolved ia the AJJirmative, Nemine dissert^ 
tientc" 

" Then it was moved to resolve, — That the thanks of thia 
Ilouae be given to General Sir Hu^h Goughj Baronet, Knight 
Grand Cross of the Mo^t Honourable Military Order of the 
Bath, Coramander-in-Cliief of the Forces in India, for the signal 
ability and valour with which, upon the lOth of Februiary, 
18-16, he directed and led the attack, when the enemy's en- 
trenchments were stotmedj their Artillery captured, their AiiTHy 
defeated and scattered, and the Punjaub laid open to the 
advance of our victoiioaa troops. 

" On question, Resolved in the AfftrTtiativSj Nemine dissen^ 
timte." 

'' Then it was moved to resolvej — Tliat the Thanks of Iha 
House be given to Major-General Sir Hemy George Smith, 
Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order 
of the Bath ; Major-General Waller Raleigh Gilbert j and 
Major-General Sir Joseph Thackwelly Knight Commanderof 
the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath ; and to the 
other Ofhcers, European and Native, for the distinguislied ser- 
vices rendered hy them in the en:)inent3y successful opera- 
tioriB at the Battle of Sobraon. 
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" On question, Resolved ip the Affirmative^ Nemine dissen- 
iiente." 

" Then it was moved to resolve, — That this House doth 
highly approve of and commend the invincible intrepidity, 
perseverance, and steady discipline displayed by the Non- 
commissioned Officers and Private Soldiers, European and 
Native, on the 10th of February, 1846, by which the glory 
of the British Arms has been successfully nuuntained against 
a determined and greatly superior force : and that the same 
be signified to them by the Commanders of the several Corps, 
who are desired to thank them for their gallant behaviour. 

" On question, Resolved in the Affirmative." 

" Then it was moved^ —That the said Resolutions be trans- 
mitted by the Lord Chancellor to the Governor- General of 
India, and that he be requested to communicate the same to 
the several Officers referred to therein. 

" On question, Resolved in the Affirmative.** 



Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings of the House of 
Comm(ms.—2nd March, 1846. 



MILITARY OPERATIONS ON THE SUTLEJ. 
" Resolved, Nemine contradicente,-~Tha.t the Thanks of 
this House be given to the Right Honourable Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henry H^rdinge, Governor-General of India, 
Knight Giand Cross of the Order of the Bath, for the energy 
and ability with which he directed the military means at his 
disposal, to the repelling of the unprovoked invasion by the 
Sikh Army of the dominions of the British Government, and 
of the Protected States upon the left bank of the Sutlej ; and 
also for the firmness and gallantry with which he directed the 
operations of that portion of the army under his immediate 
command, in the afternoon and night of 2l8t December, 1845, 
and on the morning of the 22nd, upon which occasion the 
enemy's defences were carried by storm, the greater part of 
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their artillerj' capturedj and their subsequent attempts to 
regain what they had lost, repe^itedly tJefealed." 

'* Resolved^ Nemine contradicente^ — That the Thanks of 
this House be g^iven to General Sir Hugh Gough, Baronet, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath, Command er-in- 
Chitjf of the Forces in the East Indies, for the tliatinguished 
valour with which he directed and led the several attacks 
upon the enemy, and for the eminent services renderei^] by 
him in the battles of the IBth, 21st, and 22n:d of December, 
1845; displacing, as he did, Id conjuoction witb the Governor- 
General^ a brilliant example to the Troops of perseverance 
and courage in critical circumstances,, and of irresistible 
ardour in the several attacks made upun the enemy." 

'* Jiesoivedi ^cm'me coittradicETite, — That the Thauks of 
this House be given to Major- General Sir Henry George 
Smith, Kuight Commander of the Order of the Bath, to 
Major-General "Walter Kaleigh Gilbert, and to Major-General 
Sir John Hunter Littler, Knight Commander of the Order of 
the Bathf and to the several Officera, European and Kative, 
under their eommaudj for the eminent services rendered by 
them in the recent arduous and successful operations," 

** R&solved, Ncjnine coniradiccnte^ — ^That the Thanks of 
this House be given to the Kon-Commi^ioued Officers and 
Private Soldiers, European and Native, for the perseverance 
and fortitude maintained by them at Moodkee, on tht; IStli of 
December, 1845, and for the daring valour with which they 
forced the enemy's entrenchments at Ferozeshah on the Slst 
and 22Dd of December, captured most of his gnus, and flnalHy 
compelled the Sikh Army, of greatly superior numbers, to 
retire within their own frontier." 

*' Mesohedf Nentinecojitradicente^ — ^That this Resolution be 
signified to them by the Commanders of the several Corp?." 

" Ordered, — That the said Resolutions be transmitted by 
Mr, Speaker to the Governor-General of India, and that he 
be requested to communicate the same lo the several Officers 
referred to therein," 
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Extracts from the Vofes and Proceedings of the Hoitse of 
Cmnmons. — 2nd April, 1846. 



BATTLE OF ALIWAL. 

'* Resolvedj Netnine cmitradieeitte, — ^That the Thanks of 
this House be given to Majii^r -General Sir Heitry Geoi^ 
Smith, Knight CommsLnder of the Most HoDourabLe Militarir 
Order of tlie Bath, for his skilful and raeritorious conduct 
when in commanri of the British Troops employed against a 
large portion of the Sikh Anny, of greatly superior numbert j 
and for the signal valour and judgment displayed by him in 
the battle of Aliwal, on the 28th of January, 1846^ when the 
eneaiy'& force was totally defeated, aad new lustre added to 
the reputation of the British Anns." 

" Jiesoitf^d, jyfcmine contrfldicc/tte, — Tliat tlie Tli^nka of 
tliis House be given to the several OiKcersj European and 
Native^ under the conunaud of Sir Henry Smith, for the dis- 
tinguished services rendered by them at the battle of Aliwal." 

" Resolved, Nemme cotitradicente. — That tiiia House doth 
higliJy approve of^ and commend, the intrepidity and exem- 
plary discipline displayed by the Noa-comraissioneJ Officers 
and Private Soldiers, European and Native, in tlie battle of 
Aliwal, on the 28th of J.-iiiuary, 1S46, in their attack gd the 
enemy's positioUj by which the Siklia were completely routed, 
and driven in confusion aeross the Sutlej ; vith the loss of all 
their ArtilleTy^ and Military Equipment -y and titat the same 
be signified to them by the Commanders of the several Corps, 
who are desired to thank them for their gallant behaviour." 

" Mesolvcdi Nemine cmttradicentej — That, in requesting 
the Governor -General of India to communicate these Resolu- 
tions to tiie several Officers referred to therein, thia House 
desirfei to acknowledge the zeal and judgment evinced by the 
Bight Honourable Lieu tenant-General Sir Henry Hardinge 
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Enight Grand Cross of the Most Honourable Military Order 
of tlie Bath, Governor-General of India ; and also by General 
Sir Hugh Goug-h, Baronetj Kiiiglit Grand Cross of the Most 
Honourable Military Order of the ^th, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Forces in India, in suppljiDg Major-Geuera! Sir Henry 
Smith with such reinforcements and military means oa 
enabled him, under Divine Providence, to overcome ail the 
obsl&clea thrown in hi^ way by a brave a&d detemiined 
enemy.*"^ 

** Ordered, — That the said Resolutioma be transmitted by 
Mr. Speaker to the Governor-General of India, aijd that he 
be requested to t:u.mmunieate the same to the sevefal Officers 
referred to tlierein." — (Sir Robert Peel.) 



BATTLE OF SOBBAON- 

" Mesolved, Nemine cordTadicente, — That the Thanks of 
thia House be given to the RiwJtt Honourable Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henry Hardinge^ Knight Grand Cross of the 
Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath^ Governor- 
General of Iiidiaj for the judgment, energy, and ability, with, 
which the resources of the British Empire in India bave been 
applied, in repelling the unjust and unprovoked iuvasion of 
tlie British Territoi-y by the Sikh Nation ; and for the valour 
and indefatigable exertions which he displayed on the 10th of 
February, 1846, at the battle of Sohi-aon, when, by tlie blessing' 
of Almighty God, which we desire mast humbly to acknow- 
ledge, this hostile and treacherous invasion was succcasfully 
defeated," 

" i?«5oiterf, Nemine contradicente, — That the Thanks of 
this House be given to General Sli* Hugh Gough, Baronet, 
Knight Grand Cross of tlie Most Honourable Military Order of 
the Bath, Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in India, for the 
signat ability and valour with which, in the battle of Sobraon, 
upon the 10th of February, 1S46, he directed and led the 
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attack, when the enemy's entreDchments were stormed, their 
artillery captured, their army defeated and scattered, and the 
Punjaub laid open to the advance of our victorious Troops." 

" Sesolvedf Nemine contradicentej — That the Thanks of 
this House be given to Major-General Sir Henry George 
Smith, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Military 
Order of the Bath, Major-General Walter Raleigh Gilbert, 
and Major-General Sir Joseph Thackwell, Knight Com- 
mander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath ; 
and to the other Officers, European and Native, for the dis- 
tinguished services rendered by them in the eminently suc- 
cessful operations at the battle of Sobraon." 

" JResolvedf Nemine contradicente, — That this House doth 
highly approve of, and commend, the invincible intrepidity, 
perseverance, and steady discipline displayed by the Non- 
commissioned Officers and Private Soldiers, European and 
Native, in the battle of Sobraon, on the 10th of February, 
1846, by which the glory of the British Arms has been suc- 
cessfully maintuned against a determined and greatly superior 
force; and that the same be signified to them by the Com- 
manders of the several Corps, who are desired to thank them 
for their gallant behaviour." 

" Orderedy — That the said Besolutions be transmitted by 
Mr. Speaker to the Governor-General of India, and that he 
be requested to communicate the same to the several Officers 
referred to therein." — {Sir Robert Peel.) 
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